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Michael Kies – ADOT Assistant Director
Multimodal Planning Division
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Arizona’s 1st 
Rail Plan
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 Intercity Rail provides 
transit backbone for Sun 
Corridor
 Northern Arizona to Nogales

 Higher Speed ICR 
connecting adjacent Metro 
areas

 Phoenix to Tucson highest 
priority
 ADOT Intercity Rail Study

Arizona 
Passenger Rail 

Vision



4

Southwest Mega Region (LA-Phoenix-Las Vegas )
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Recommendation #1;
Integrate the Southwest Multi-State Rail Planning Study into 
Existing and Ongoing Transportation Planning

Recommendation #2;
Establish a Southwest Rail Working Group to Initiate 
Implementation of the Study’s Governance Recommendations
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 High Speed Connections
 Phoenix to LAX; Feasible

 Phoenix to LAS; Served by LA 
Hub

 Phoenix to ABQ; emerging

 Phoenix to Tucson highest 
priority for Arizona
 Regional Service

 Future Extension to LA

Arizona’s 
Passenger Rail 

Vision?
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PHX to TUC 
Tier 1 EIS
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Alternative
Annual Ridership 

(2035) Length (miles)

3.5 M – 5.5 M

Green 3,750,000 113

Orange 4,500,000 132

Yellow 5,500,000 120

Travel Time 
(Phoenix – Tucson)

Green Orange Yellow

I-10 Rail
Central 
Pinal/

E. Valley

UP
Tracks

Commuter travel time (min) 83 104 95

Intercity travel time (min) 73 90 83

Phoenix to Tucson– Regional System
Blended Service (125 MPH), with extensions
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Recommendation #1;
Integrate the Southwest Multi-State Rail Planning Study into 
Existing and Ongoing Transportation Planning

Recommendation #2;
Establish a Southwest Rail Working Group to Initiate 
Implementation of the Study’s Governance Recommendations
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Governance and Regional Coordination



18

Southwest Rail Working Group

Strategic Implementation Plan

Initiate a Business Case for SW Rail Network

Champion the creation of a Blue Ribbon Commission 
for the Phoenix – Southern California Corridor Study
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Michael Kies
ADOT; Multimodal Planning Division 

mkies@azdot.gov
602-712-8143

mailto:mkies@azdot.gov
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