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910-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14 and See MF-Response-GENERAL-18.
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Submission 894 (Oliver Banks, Fresno City Council - District 3, September 20, 2011)
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  See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.

Response to Submission 894 (Oliver Banks, Fresno City Council - District 3, September
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Submission 907 (Kelly Brooks, September 20, 2011)
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907-1

See MF-Response-TRAFFIC-2.

907-2

There will be sufficient electricity to power the HSTin the future. An energy analysis was

prepared as part of the HST program. As discussed in section 3.6.5.1 of the EIR/EIS,

sufficient electricity will be available to serve the system. The full HST system, at full

operation, will use approximately 1% of the state's electricity demand (see section

2.2.7).

The HST will be electrically powered (see section 2.2.2). There is no proposal to run

diesel trains as part of the project. A diesel locomotive is expected to be used at

the HMF for moving rolling stock through the facility for servicing.  This engine will not,

however, travel out of the HMF yard.

The HST system does not include use of HST track by Amtrak. Amtrak trains (which

would not exceed 120 miles per hour in operation and are diesel powered) do not meet

the objectives of the project to provide high-speed, electric trains to serve California.

Amtrak will not be discontinued as a result of the action to approve the Merced to

Fresno section. The EIR/EIS suggests possible future outcomes that may occur in

response to HST service, depending upon separate decisions that would have to be

made by Amtrak.  For example, existing long-range Amtrak riders would shift to HST

service as it becomes available (for example, for Bay Area to Fresno trips). At the same

time, the San Joaquin Route could be particularly important as a connecting service

during Phase 1 HST operations, prior to the extension to Sacramento. With the

introduction of HST service, the Amtrak San Joaquin rail service may be adjusted to

function as a feeder service to HST System. (Refer to section 3.2.5.3) However, these

are decisions that will not be made until some time after HST service begins and cannot

be predicted with accuracy at this time.

Also see MF-Response-GENERAL-11.

Response to Submission 907 (Kelly Brooks, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 922 (Lynord Chan, September 20, 2011)
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922-1

Tulare Street underpass and overpass options will be evaluated in the FEIS.

922-2

The HST design would include security monitoring systems and security patrol at

stations and heavy maintenance facilities, which would deter criminal acts, facilitate

early detection, and would not result in increased demand for police response. The

security system features include sensors on perimeter fencing, closed-circuit television,

and security lighting where appropriate.

Response to Submission 922 (Lynord Chan, September 20, 2011)
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See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.

Response to Submission 891 (Rodger Christensen, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 892 (Joseph Cruz, California Alliance for Jobs, September 20, 2011)
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See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.
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Submission 906 (Av Daniels, September 20, 2011)
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906-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-18.

906-2

See MF-Response-GENERAL-4

906-3

See MF-Response-GENERAL-4

906-4

See MF-Response-GENERAL-4

906-5

The November 2011 Draft 2012 Business Plan describes the funding plan for the HST

system. The system will neither be exclusively a public works project nor will it be a fully

privatized system. The partnership between the public and private sectors will evolve as

the system develops. Once the Initial Operating Section (IOS) begins to generate cash

flow from its operations, the private sector is expected to invest in the system. (Refer to

Chapter 5 of the 2012 Business Plan for further details.) 

There are, in essence, two ways in which the private sector may assist in the

construction and operation of the HST system. Private sector expertise has been used

and will continue to be used to help design, engineer/plan, and construct the system. In

the early steps, this assistance is being paid for through federal and state funding. Once

the IOS enters operation in 2022, and cash flows begin to attract private investment, the

role of the private sector can expand to include design, engineering/planning,

construction, and operations paid for by the private investors and financed by the

proceeds of the HST system.

The cost of the Bay to Basin system (or from San Jose and LA/Anaheim) is currently

estimated to be $54.3 billion, of which roughly $10.9 billion (about 20% of the total)

would be private investment. However, as discussed above, the 2012 Business Plan

expects no private investment until 2023. After that point, private investment would

become by far the major source of funding to complete the Bay to Basin system. (Refer

to Exhibit 8-30 of the 2012 Business Plan for further details.)

Response to Submission 906 (Av Daniels, September 20, 2011)
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903-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission 903 (Rick Deming, September 20, 2011)
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389-1

The California HST system is based on proven high-speed train technologies in revenue

service operations around the world.  Currently, no feasible technology exists for

passenger transfer as described in the comment.

Response to Submission 389 (Vartkais Dermenjian, North Machine Company, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 916 (Janie Doak, Doak Development, September 20, 2011)
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916-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-17 and  MF-Response-SOCIAL-1.

916-2

See MF-Response-SOCIAL-1 and MF-Response-SOCIAL-3.

Response to Submission 916 (Janie Doak, Doak Development, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 886 (Steve Geil, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 886 (Steve Geil, September 20, 2011) - Continued
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886-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.

Response to Submission 886 (Steve Geil, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 394 (Marine Gonzalez, September 20, 2011)
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394-1

 See MF-Response-SOCIAL-1, MF-Response-SOCIAL-2 and MF-Response-

GENERAL-10.

Response to Submission 394 (Marine Gonzalez, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 409 (Mr. Loran W. Harding, September 20, 2011)
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409-1

See MF-Response-NOISE-7 and MF-Response-NOISE-6.

409-2

See MF-Response-AQ-1 and MF-Response-AGRICULTURE-5.

409-3

Comment 4: The Fresno Western Bypass alternative alignment was eliminated from

further consideration. Chapter 2 of the Fresno to Bakersfield EIR/EIS describes the

reasons this alignment was eliminated: it would not be consistent with the project

purpose and need stated objective of using existing transportation corridors to the

maximum extent possible; it would require acquisition of substantially more right-of-way

than alternatives that go through Fresno and would therefore have substantially more

impacts on environmental resources, including agricultural lands; and it was opposed by

both the City and County of Fresno.

Comment 5: The Central Valley is the flattest location within the HST alignment between

San Francisco and Los Angeles; as a result, trains are able to achieve their highest

speeds throughout the Central Valley portion of the system.

Comment 6: An intrusion wall will be provided in all locations where the centerline of the

nearest HST track is less than 100 feet from the UPRR right-of-way.

Comment 7: Per design requirements, intrusion barrier will be provided where centerline

of HSR tracks are at a distance of 46.5 to 73.0 ft from centerline of closest freight train

(e.g. UPRR). Where the separation between tracks is larger, intrusion barriers are not

required and are not provided. Please see Section 2.4.2 of the Final EIR/EIS for more

information. See also MF-Response-S&S-4.

Response to Submission 409 (Mr. Loran W. Harding, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 410 (Mr. Loran W. Harding, September 20, 2011)
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410-1

All comments received during the comment period are included in Volume IV of the

EIR/EIS.

410-2

As discussed in Section 3.4 of the EIR/EIS all alternatives would result in noise impacts;

however, under all of the alternatives, fewer than 500 residences would experience

severe noise impacts in the Fresno area. With mitigation measures implemented, this

number would be greatly reduced. See Section 3.4 of the EIR/EIS for more information.

410-3

See MF-Response-NOISE-6 and MF-Response-NOISE-7. N&V-MM#7 in Section

3.4.7.2 of the Final EIR/EIS discusses using trenches as a mitigation measure.

410-4

MF-Response-S&S-4. The Fresno Western Bypass alternative alignment was eliminated

from further consideration. Chapter 2 of the Fresno to Bakersfield EIR/EIS describes the

reasons this alignment was eliminated: it would not be consistent with the project

purpose and need stated objective of using existing transportation corridors to the

maximum extent possible; it would require acquisition of substantially more right-of-way

than alternatives that go through Fresno and would therefore have substantially more

impacts on environmental resources, including agricultural lands; and it was opposed by

both the City and County of Fresno.

Response to Submission 410 (Mr. Loran W. Harding, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 898 (Loran Harding, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 898 (Loran Harding, September 20, 2011) - Continued
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898-1

A western bypass around Fresno was considered and eliminated as part of the

alternatives analysis process for the Fresno to Bakersfield HST Project EIR/EIS.

Chapter 2 of the Fresno to Bakersfield HST Project EIR/EIS provides more information

about the alternatives analysis process conducted for that HST section.

898-2

See MF-Response-NOISE-7 and MF-Response-NOISE-3.

898-3

The Authority does not have authority to require improvements to the UPRR tracks. See

MF-Response-S&S-4.

898-4

See MF-Response-S&S-8.

898-5

See MF-Response-NOISE-6

898-6

See MF-Response-AQ-1.

Response to Submission 898 (Loran Harding, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 918 (No Name Herman, September 20, 2011)
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918-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-2.

918-2

See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.

Response to Submission 918 (No Name Herman, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 463 (Jaqueline S. Heupel, September 28, 2011)
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See MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission 463 (Jaqueline S. Heupel, September 28, 2011)
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Submission 464 (Scott Heupel, September 28, 2011)
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464-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14 and See MF-Response-AIR QUALITY-1.

464-2

See MF-Response-TRAFFIC-2. Overpasses (grade separations) are spaced 1-2 miles

apart and are needed to maintain traffic flow, provide access to schools, and minimize

emergency vehicle response times.  Also, grade separations are designed using the

recommended maximum grade of 4%.  These grades would work for farm

equipment/truck traffic.

464-3

MF-Response-GENERAL-4 and MF-Response-AGRICULTURE-2.

Response to Submission 464 (Scott Heupel, September 28, 2011)
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395-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission 395 (Jan Hunt, Tea Party for Fiscal Responsibility, September
20, 2011)
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Submission 896 (No Name Hutson, September 20, 2011)
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896-1

 See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.
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CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT EIR/EIS
MERCED TO FRESNO SECTION Response to Comments from Public Meetings and Hearings

Page 28-588



399-3399-2399-1

399-1399-2399-3

399-2399-3399-1

Submission 399 (Carole Jacoby, September 20, 2011)
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399-3

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14 and MF-Response-GENERAL-4.

399-2

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14 and MF-Response-GENERAL-4.

399-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14 and MF-Response-GENERAL-4.

Response to Submission 399 (Carole Jacoby, September 20, 2011)
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905-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission 905 (No Name Jacoby, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 902 (Arthur James, Local 559, September 20, 2011)
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902-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.

Response to Submission 902 (Arthur James, Local 559, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 897 (Gary Lasky, Sierra Club, September 20, 2011)
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897-1

See MF-Response-AQ-5.

897-2

See MF-Response-GENERAL-7.

Response to Submission 897 (Gary Lasky, Sierra Club, September 20, 2011)

CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT EIR/EIS
MERCED TO FRESNO SECTION Response to Comments from Public Meetings and Hearings

Page 28-598



  

893-1

 

893-1

Submission 893 (Harry Mickalian, September 20, 2011)
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893-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-6 and MF-Response-GENERAL-18.

Response to Submission 893 (Harry Mickalian, September 20, 2011)

CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT EIR/EIS
MERCED TO FRESNO SECTION Response to Comments from Public Meetings and Hearings

Page 28-600



  

 

 

889-1

Submission 889 (Baldwin Moy, California Rural Legal Assistance, September 20, 2011)
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889-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-19 and MF-Response-GENERAL-17.  In addition,

mitigation measure SO-MM#5 in Section 3.12.7, Socioeconomics, Communities, and

Environmental Justice, calls for continued outreach to disproportionately and adversely

affected environmental justice communities, regarding the development of training and

programs that will allow minority and low-income populations to benefit from the jobs

created by the HST project.

Response to Submission 889 (Baldwin Moy, California Rural Legal Assistance, September
20, 2011)
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Submission 904 (No Name Munoz, September 20, 2011)

CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT EIR/EIS
MERCED TO FRESNO SECTION Response to Comments from Public Meetings and Hearings

Page 28-603



904-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.

Response to Submission 904 (No Name Munoz, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 900 (Jay Patel, Holiday Hotel, September 20, 2011)
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900-1

See MF-Response-SOCIAL-2 and MF-Response-GENERAL-10.

Response to Submission 900 (Jay Patel, Holiday Hotel, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 885 (John Prichard, September 20, 2011)
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885-1

MF-Response-GENERAL-9

Response to Submission 885 (John Prichard, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 883 (Marie Helena Ramirez, September 20, 2011)
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883-1

MF-Response-GENERAL-9

MF-Response-GENERAL-19

Response to Submission 883 (Marie Helena Ramirez, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 921 (Cynthia Sterling, San Joaquin Management and Construction Group, LLC,
September 20, 2011)
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Submission 921 (Cynthia Sterling, San Joaquin Management and Construction Group, LLC,
September 20, 2011) - Continued
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921-1

See MF-Response-SOCIAL-4, MF-Response-SOCIAL-7 and MF-Response-GENERAL-

7.

921-2

See MF-Response-GENERAL-19.

Response to Submission 921 (Cynthia Sterling, San Joaquin Management and Construction
Group, LLC, September 20, 2011)
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888-3

Submission 888 (Jeff Tahiecian, September 20, 2011)
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888-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14 and MF-Response-SOCIAL-1.

888-2

See MF-Response-GENERAL-9 and MF-Response-GENERAL-18.

888-3

See MF-Response-SOCIAL-1 and MF-Response-SOCIAL-4.

Response to Submission 888 (Jeff Tahiecian, September 20, 2011)
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914-2

914-3

914-4

Submission 914 (No Name Taylor, September 20, 2011)
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914-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-18.

914-2

See MF-Response-GENERAL-2.

914-3

See MF-Response-S&S-5.

914-4

See MF-Response-GENERAL-18.

Response to Submission 914 (No Name Taylor, September 20, 2011)
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1          The report itself doesn't remove some of these 

2 structural problems, it kind of keeps in place the 

3 opportunities that are not gathered towards these 

4 unprotected communities.  The jobs is a great 

5 equalizer, but there needs to be a percentage of jobs 

6 of local hire, but also in terms of set aside with 

7 subcontractors.  

8          There needs to be language in the project 

9 agreements that provides for that, but there also needs 

10 to be a mechanism that monitors the progress, but also 

11 monitors enforcement as well.  There needs to be a 

12 pipeline for these kind of job opportunities and -- so 

13 that California actually has a program that allows for 

14 a pipeline, for the disadvantage to kind of enter into 

15 these kind of jobs.  

16          Lastly, there needs to be an academy that 

17 provides both training and education, both for workers 

18 and for students as well.  

19          Thank you.  

20          THE FACILITATOR:  Thank you.  Larry Thompson 

21 and then Rodger Christensen is after that.  

22          SPEAKER THOMPSON:  My name is Larry Thompson.  

23 I am making a comment on Merced to Fresno.  I am the 

24 plant major for a critically important manufacturing 

25 facility, located at 31266 Avenue 12 in Madera.  

This transcript was prepared for you by:
Nisbett Lucas Reporting & Videography

559-222-1200     888-346-5559
High Speed Rail Public Meeting

Page 35

1          My employer and the facility's owner will be 

2 filing on the Draft Environmental Impact Report Draft 

3 Environmental statements before the comment period ends 

4 next month. Our experts and attorneys are currently 

5 reviewing EIR and EIS, concerning the adequacies of the 

6 Environmental Impact Analysis.  

7          If either the BNSF Alternate or hyperroutes 

8 are selected, the track will go directly through our 

9 manufacturing facility that I manage.  I was not made 

10 aware of this possibility until August 8th, 2011.  

11 Prior to this time no one from the Authority or any 

12 agencies visited the plant, nor did anyone contact me 

13 to see our facility.  

14          The economic and social impacts of losing a 

15 business such as ours was addressed in the Draft EIR 

16 EIS.  These factors must be addressed concerning the 

17 feasibility of project alternatives.  These factors 

18 must also be addressed when considering the potential 

19 significant indirect impacts of the project, including 

20 the possibility of earned light and the abandonment 

21 activities in the area.  

22          Before making any decisions on the preferred 

23 route for the High Speed Rail line in the Merced to 

24 Fresno area, the Authority must consider the impacts to 

25 our business.  For example, the Authority must consider 

854-1

854-2

Submission 854 (Larry Thompson, September 20, 2011)
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1 the impacts to our business.  For example, the 

2 Authority must consider the number of employees at the 

3 facility that would be affected, the impacts to our 

4 manufacturing process and the customers that depends on 

5 us, the revenue that we would be lost from any 

6 interruption in our facility's production, the other 

7 businesses that could be impacted such as our 

8 suppliers, the value of the manufacturing facility, the 

9 cost and disruption associated with the relocation and 

10 the feasibility of relocating the plant, and the tax 

11 revenue to the State and county that would be lost if 

12 the plant is temporarily closed out of the area or out 

13 of the State.  

14          I have 13 employees that will be directly 

15 affected by your decision.  Also, there is many local 

16 dairy farmers who use the product we manufacture at the 

17 facility that would also be affected.  

18          Finally, our plants uses unique technology and 

19 processes that would be expensive and time consuming to 

20 relocate.  These are just some of the factors we ask 

21 you to consider before determining which route is the 

22 most feasible and results in the least impacts.  The 

23 High Speed Rail Authority must do a much more extensive 

24 review of the businesses, farms and homes along each of 

25 the alternate routes proposed in the EIR/EIS.  Without 

854-2
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1 this information is it possible to determine the 

2 feasibility of each alternative and the comparative 

3 costs associated with each alternative?  

4          In short, you must know the true and full 

5 impact before proceeding with such costly and disrupted 

6 project.  

7          Thank you.  

8          THE FACILITATOR:  Thank you.  Rodger 

9 Christensen.  

10          SPEAKER CHRISTENSEN:  Hi, my name is Rodger 

11 Christensen.  I'm going to talk about the Fresno to 

12 Bakersfield portion.  I live in Kingsburg, California 

13 just south of Kingsburg in the Tulare County area.  I'm 

14 about 15 miles from the proposed Hanford station and 

15 about two miles from the right away.  

16          Our family is four generations of farmers and 

17 we support the High Speed Rail project.  I would like 

18 to be able to drive 15 minutes to Hanford and get on a 

19 train to L.A. that will get me there in less than an 

20 hour and a half to Union Station.  Many people believe 

21 that Union Station -- don't understand that L.A. today 

22 is not your father's Los Angeles.  Going and being 

23 dropped off at Union Station means what?  Having your 

24 family come pick you up or taking a $40 cab ride.  

25          I lived in Los Angeles for the last 30 

854-2

Submission 854 (Larry Thompson, September 20, 2011) - Continued
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854-1

See MF-Response-SOCIAL-1. In addition, based upon the comments received as part

of the draft EIR/EIS, the design of the Hybrid Alternative, the preferred alternative for the

Merced to Fresno section, and the BNSF Alternative has been revised and the buildings

associated with the Church and Dwight are no longer impacted.

854-2

See MF-Response-SOCIAL-3.

Response to Submission 854 (Larry Thompson, September 20, 2011)
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920-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission 920 (No Name Waters, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 887 (Steve Wayte, September 20, 2011)
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887-1

MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission 887 (Steve Wayte, September 20, 2011)
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1084-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

Response to Submission 1084 (Unknown Wilkins, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 895 (Allison Williams, Fresno County Housing Authority, September 20, 2011)
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895-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-19.

Response to Submission 895 (Allison Williams, Fresno County Housing Authority, September
20, 2011)
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Submission 901 (Tim Woods, Fresno City College, September 20, 2011)
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901-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-9 and MF-Response-GENERAL-19.

Response to Submission 901 (Tim Woods, Fresno City College, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 899 (Jose Valon Zuela, Iron Workers #155, September 20, 2011)
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899-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-9.

Response to Submission 899 (Jose Valon Zuela, Iron Workers #155, September 20, 2011)
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919-1

See MF-Response-GENERAL-12.

919-2

See MF-Response-TRAFFIC-5. Preliminary plans for parking around the Fresno station

are included in Volume III: Section M - Station Plans.  How parking would be developed

over time to balance the need to provide parking for HST passengers with the

Authority's desires for transit oriented development around the station are discussed in

Sections 2.5.3 and 3.2.5.3.

919-3

See MF-Response-GENERAL-14.

While ticket fares would not be determined until the high-speed trains (HST) are ready

for service some years from now, these fares will likely be dependent upon a number of

factors, including gasoline prices and airfare costs at the time of operation. The

November 2011 Draft 2012 Business Plan employs a scenario of fares being set at 83%

of anticipated airline fares. This illustrates the strategy of HST systems worldwide to set

fares that are competitive to those of airlines serving the same market. The ticket pricing

structure is expected to be similar to that of an airline, with different classes of ticket as

well as different price points depending upon the time and day of travel, how long travel

is purchased before departure date, how many stops the train makes, etc.

Response to Submission 919 (No Name Zwicked, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 408 (Jonathan Zwickel, September 20, 2011)
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408-1

The ramp closures were assessed as part of the traffic analysis.  Also, per discussion

with Caltrans at the December 1, 2011 meeting, the City is generally in agreement with

these closures.

Response to Submission 408 (Jonathan Zwickel, September 20, 2011)
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Submission 397 (Jonathan Zwickel, September 20, 2011)
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397-1

See MF-Response-AQ-3.

Response to Submission 397 (Jonathan Zwickel, September 20, 2011)
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