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In accordance with design requirements, an intrusion barrier will be provided where the

centerline of the HST tracks is at a distance of 46.5 to 73 feet from the centerline of the

closest freight train (e.g., UPRR). Where the separation between tracks is larger,

intrusion barriers are not required and are not provided. (Please see Section 2.4.2 of

the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS for more information. See also MF-Response-S&S-

4 in the response to comments in the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS.)

P001-2

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-N&V-05.

Please see California High Speed Train Merced to Fresno Section Final EIR/EIS Section

3.4, Noise and Vibration, for a discussion of impacts and mitigation north of the

proposed Fresno Station.
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The first construction section of the California High-Speed Train System requires a

section of over 100 miles of high-speed track to test the high-speed trains. The Central

Valley is the best location for this initial phase because it can serve as a test track for

the eventual expansion of the HST System. High speed testing is crucial to the safe and

efficient operation of the system. The relatively straight alignment would allow for the

testing of track, signaling systems, and trainsets at operational speeds.

The Authority and FRA have divided the HST System into logical sections that will

support operation of HST service between stations initially, such as between Fresno and

Bakersfield, and as the system is expanded.

Fresno and Bakersfield are the two largest cities in the San Joaquin Valley. They are

both surrounded by metropolitan areas and are economic hubs within the region. Given

their potential ridership and regional economic importance, they make logical termini for

a section of the HST system.

The Revised 2012 Business Plan (Authority 2012a) describes the Authority's plan for the

long-term development of the HST System using a combination of federal, state, and

private financing. The Revised 2012 Business Plan is available on the Authority's

website.
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Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-09, FB-Response-GENERAL-11.

As discussed in Section 2.1.1 of the EIR/EIS, the California HST System is planned to

be implemented in two phases. Phase 1 would connect San Francisco to Los Angeles

and Anaheim via the Pacheco Pass and the Central Valley. There are no plans to

terminate the system at San Jose.
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As described under Mitigation Measure SO-6, Continue Outreach to Disproportionately

and Negatively Impacted Environmental Justice Communities of Concern, the Authority

"will develop special recruitment, training, and job set-aside programs so that minority

and low-income populations are able to benefit from jobs created by the project."

The project is anticipated to be constructed under a Design/Build process; therefore, the

selected Design/Build contractor and their associated subcontractors will be the hiring

and training agents for rail workers, steel workers, and concrete and general laborers.

According to the Authority's Title VI policy, all contractors and subcontractors must

comply with Title VI in regard to hiring, training, and outreach efforts.

P004-2

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-16.

The Authority would welcome the Chamber's participation and support in ensuring that

the Authority's continued outreach efforts to the state's Hispanic population meet and

exceed expectations.

P004-3

Information pertaining to the Authority's Environmental Justice outreach efforts to date
can be found in Chapter 7, Public and Agency Involvement, of the Revised
DEIR/Supplemental DEIS. The Fresno to Bakersfield Section regional outreach team
would be happy to talk to representatives of your organization regarding opportunities
for both short-term and long-term involvement. Please contact us at 866-761-7755.
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Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-GENERAL-09.
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