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The Problem
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Where Is The Rail And Transit Funding?
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What A Difference A Year Makes!

October 16, 2008 – RSIA and PRIIA enacted

February 17, 2009 – ARRA signed by President Obama

April 16, 2009 – “Vision for High-Speed rail in America” is published

May/June – High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Regional Outreach  
Meetings with stakeholders 

June 23 – HSIPR Interim Program Guidance Published

July 17 – HSIPR Pre-applications due 

August 24 – First round HSIPR Applications due 

August 28 – Comments to draft HSR Safety Plan reviewed by RSAC

October 2 – First round applications for comprehensive corridor programs due 

October 16 – Preliminary National Rail Plan due to Congress.

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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A Very Busy Year

RSIA, PRIIA And ARRA
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RSIA, PRIIA & ARRA 

Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008
Congress creates first major federal rail program in modern times
Part I: Significant safety legislation:

- Positive Train Control
- Hours of service
- Rail crossing safety
- Conductor certification

Part II, Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 (PRIIA): 
Tasks Amtrak, FRA and states to improve service, operations, and facilities. Calls 
for a National Rail Plan.

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act

Down payment for development of high-speed and intercity rail passenger service

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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Strategic Plan – April 16, 2009

Ensuring safe and efficient transportation choices

Building a foundation for economic competitiveness

Promoting energy efficiency and environmental quality

Supporting interconnected, livable communities

President Obama, Vice President Biden, and 
Transportation Secretary LaHood announce 
their vision for high sped rail systems in the U.S. 

http://usdotblog.typepad.com/.a/6a00e551eea4f5883401156f2e31f4970c-pi
http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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Where We Are Going
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U.S. Megaregions
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HSIPR Impact
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HSIPR Regional Outreach Meetings – May/June, 2009
High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Regional Outreach Meetings with Stakeholders

Sacramento
145 Attendees

Seattle
87 Attendees

Charlotte
73 Attendees

Orlando
166 Attendees

Houston
173 Attendees

Chicago
266 Attendees

Philadelphia
232 Attendees
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Program Guidance – Keys to Success



 
Have a strong state and regional plan



 
Have clear state and regional priorities



 
Have a strong program management and financial plan – 
risk mitigation



 
Provide sustainability and funding to support ongoing     
service



 
Have agreements with other states and operators

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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HSIPR Applications

October 2 -- Corridor Development

45 applications

24 states

$50 billion

August 24 -- Corridor Planning and Individual Projects

214 applications

34 states

$7 billion

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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Evaluation and Selection Criteria

EVALUATION CRITERIA
Public Return on Investment

1. Transportation Benefits
2. Economic Recovery Benefits
3. Other Public Benefits (Environmental, Livable Communities)

• Project Success Factors
1. Project Management Approach
2. Sustainability of Benefits

• Other Attributes
1. Timeliness of Project Completion

SELECTION CRITERIA:
1. Regional allocation / Location
2. Innovation
3. Partnerships

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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National and State Rail Plans
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National Rail Plan – Developing More Partnerships

- Mandated under PRIIA 

- Sent to Congress October 16, 2009

- Incorporates both freight and passenger rail, including 
commuter rail

- Strong emphasis on multi-modal connectivity

- Incorporates input from all DOT modes

- Significant outreach process proposed for Plan 
development

- Available on FRA website at: 
www.fra.dot.gov/Downloads/RailPlanPrelim10-15.pdf

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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 FREIGHT PASSENGER 
SAFETY Rail and intermodal 

rail can enhance 
safety in competitive  
corridors  

Average fatalities  
per yr.--2002-2008  
= less than 9 
 

ENERGY 1.9 to 5.5 times more 
fuel-efficient than 
trucks 

Consumes 21% less 
energy per passenger 
mile than 
automobiles 

LIVABLE 
COMMUNITIES 

Mitigates urban 
congestion 

Encourages efficient 
land use 

ECONOMIC 
GROWTH 

Reduces logistics 
costs 

Improves regional 
interconnectivity 

ENVIRONMENT Reduces greenhouse 
gases and pollutants 

Reduces greenhouse 
gases and pollutants 

 
 
  

Current Railroad Benefits to the Transportation Network

Strategic Transportation Goals

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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Source: National Rail Capacity Study, 2007 

Future Corridor Volumes Compared to Current Corridor Capacity 
2035 without improvements
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The President’s Vision for High-Speed and Intercity Rail

http://www.dot.gov/recovery/
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