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apply to the proposed project during assessment of existing conditions and environmental
consequences of each proposed altemative:

e Include the classification of waters and the geographic extent of waters and
adjacent tiparian areas;

e Characterize the functional condition of waters and adjacent npanan areas;

e Describe the extent and nature of stream channel alteration, riverine corridor
continuity, and buffered tributaries

e Include wildlife species affected that could reasonably be expected.to use waters
or associated riparian habitat and sensitive plant taxa that are associated with
waters or associated riparian habitat;

e Analyze the potential flood flow alteration;

e Characterize the hydrologic linkage to an impaired water body;

¢ Analyze the potential water quality impact and potential effects to designated
uses; and

e Address techniques proposed for minimizing surface water contamination due to
increased runoff from additional impervious surfaces associated with proposed
parking lots, facilities, and station access.

Biological Resources

The DEIS should describe efforts to avoid and/or minimize impacts to threatened and
endangered species and assaciated habitats, as well as preserves, parks, and restoration and
habitat management areas. The DEIS should describe the extent and namre of the protected
species and their primary habitat(s) and the extent and nature of proposed and designated critical
habitat potentially affected. The DEIS should also provide a description of narrow endemics,
mique habitat elements, and suitable habitat for native fauna and flora in the project area and the
extent each proposed alternative may affect each resource. Efforts to minimize or avoid impacts
to resources should be presented with a quantification of specific resources avoided.

If the proposal includes fencing of the high speed train system, the proposal may affect
wildlife movement corridors where (1) the high speed train alignment is not in an existing rail or
highway corridor and would traverse natural areas, and (2) habitat use in existing rights-of-way
occurs across roads and rail lines currently unobstructed by fences. The DEIS should address
wildlife movement impacts associated with the proposal and present mitigating measures, if
appropriate. Proposed stream and wash crossmgs should be designed to maintain or improve
existing wildlife passages.

Indirect Impacts

EPA is concetned about the potential indirect impacts (40 CFR Part 1508.8(b)) of this
project. New access to undeveloped areas may induce growth on surrounding lands. The
proposed project will facilitate development and potentially lead to increased traffic and
congestion in the immediate and surrounding area, particularly in Victorville. The DEIS should
analyze the impacts from all reasonably foreseeable developments associated with the proposal.



EPA recommends the DEIS make both the methodology and the assumptions in the
analysis of induced growth as transparent as possible to the public and decision makers. If'a
land-use mode] will be used, the DEIS should discuss the model (including its assumptions,
strengths, and weaknesses) and describe why it was selected. For example, describe which
method will be used to allocate growth to analysis zones and why that method was selected.
FRA and DeqertXpress Enterprises should validate the results by enlisting local expertise
involved in land use issues, such as local government officials, land use and transportation
planners, home loan officers, and real estate representatives.

Cumulative Impact Analysis

Cumulative impacts are defined in the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) NEPA
regulations as the impact on the environment that results from the incremental impact of the
action when added to the other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions,
regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such actions (40 CFR
1508.7). These actions include both transportation and non-transportation activities. The
cumulative impact analysis should consider non-transportation projects such as large-scale
developments and approved urban planning projects that are reasonably foreseeable and are
identified within city and county planning documents. These types of projects, identified within

and around the proposed high speed train system, should be included in the cumulathe impacts
analysis.

The cumulative impact analysis should describe the “identifiable present effects” to
various resources aftributed to past actions. The purpose of considering past actions is to
determine the current health of resources. This information forms the baseline for assessing
potential cumulative impacts and can be used to develop cooperative strategies for resources
protection (CEQ's Forty Most Frequently Asked Questions #19).

The DEIS should disclose if there are future plans to extend the DesertXpress line over
the Cajon Pass into the Los Angeles basin or to connect with other firhure transport options,
including the high speed rail network proposed by the California High Speed Rail Authority.
Given the other transportation projects currently being planned for the Cajon Pass arca, EPA is
concerned that the cumulative impacts to waters of the United States and functioning wildlife
movement corridors, primarily on the San Bernardino National Forest, may contribute to
significant degradation of these resources. EPA provides the following recommendations:

» Conduct a thorough cumulative impact assessment. The analysis should include a
complete list of reasonably foreseeable actions, including non-transportation projects.
EPA recommends the use of recently published cumulative impact gnidance released
by Caltrans which is also applicable for non-road projects. This guidance can be
found at [http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/cumulative_guidance/purpose.htm];

o Disclose the past, present, and reasonably foreseeable impacts on resources of
concern from transportation and non-transportation activities and analyze the rate of
loss and magnitude (size and relative importance) of impacts to resources;
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- » Establish the geographic scope for the analysis that is appropriate for the resource of
concern;

e Characterize the status of the specific resource as it exists today in the context of the
historic condition;
Characterize the stress factors affecting the resource;

o Address the incremental effects to environmental resources, specifically water
resources, air quality, air toxics, and environmental justice;

¢ Incorporate other high speed rail projects planned in the area into the assessment
Address the transportation project’s relationship to land-use change (from increased
access and mobility); and

¢ Incorporate resources protected by habitat conservation plans, affected city plans, and
other restoration efforts in the project area.

Tunnel Construction

The DesertXpress NOI indicates that a potential alternative in Segment 4 of the corridor
may include the construction of a 4,000-foot long tunnel. Tunnel construction may involve the
necessity to dispose of large quantities of excavated materials. If the alternative is carried
forward in the DEIS, the DEIS should identify potential disposal sites and analyze the
environmental effects associated with spoil disposal at each of the sites. The DEIS should also
disclose the effects associated with the large number of trucks necessary to haul the spoils to
disposal sites, which may generate increased noise and air quality and traffic impacts. The DEIS
should: (1) provide an estimate of the number of truck trips required to haul material to disposal
sites, (2) identify the impacts to air quality, noise, neighboring recreational areas, and community
disruption from the trips, and (3) commit to specific mitigation measures to reduce estimated.
impacts.

Environmental Justice

Executive Order 12898 addresses Environmental Justice in minority and low income
populations, and the Council on Environmental Quality has developed guidance concerning how
to address Environmental Justice in the environmental review process
(http://ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/regs/ej/justice.pdf). The DEIS should include a description of the
area of potential impact used for the environmental justice impact analysis and provide the
source of the demographic information. The DEIS should identify whether the proposed
alternatives may disproportionately and adversely affect low-income or minority populations in

the surrounding area and should provide appropriate mitigation measures for any adversc
impacts.




FROUM CirclePoint

(THU)Y JUL 27 2006 11:52,/8T. 11:51/No. 66610431390 P 1

— CirclePoint* \ SO-VU 7
- The whole view. -

| o | Date: ) Z(ﬂ'lo(ﬂ .. ' No. PAGES {INCLUDING COVER): ﬂ

o PROJECT NAME: @Lf@/(-‘r 7)(,0(0/@&

. GraPomrRisminci No:  ~ 2 >7) 2.0 o

| - COMPANY -

=

oo

—_—
—

.t:=

— .

= T —

L

455 Copilol Hall « Suile 305 « Socramenlo, CA 85814~ 816.658.0180- Fux §16.558.0189



F-ROM CisrclePoint

Jul 2‘8 06 05:49p .Susan Russell

(THUYJUL 27 2006 11:863/8T. 11:561/No. 6661043190 P

TQ: Senator Harry Reid
Charvez Foger
Fax: (702) 388-5030

Senator John Ensign
Christy Guedry
Fax: (702) 388-6501

Congressman Jim Gibbons
Fax: (702)255-1927

PAGES: EIGHT

'REGARDING: DesertXpress High Speed Train

(702) 833-0037

Mayor bscar Goodman
Fax: (702) 385-7960

Nevada BLM

- Jeff Steinmetz

Fax: (702) 515-5155

Randall Walker :
McCarran International Aiiy ort
Director of Aviation

Fax: (702) 261-4711

p.1

2



FPUM( irclePoint

. (THUY JUL 27 2006 11:53/ST. 11 51 /No. 6661043180 P 3
Jul 26 06 05:50p Susan Russell (702) 893—‘0037 p.2
4

[Faly 26, 2006

S 1san Russell

2479 El aseo Circle
Las Vegi:, NV 89121
(7172) 893-0035-
smprus:ill@aol.com

Mary Bean

CirclePoint

455 Capitol Mall

Suite 305

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: DESERTEXPRESS High Speed Train
Dear Ms. Bean:

I am writing i'n regard to the meeting held in Las Vegas on June 25, 2006 to discuss DESEFRRTXPRESS
High Speed Train. '

I expected the meeting to be much more informative and detailed. The meeting lasted 15 tiinutes and

~explained nothing. I expected to hear from Cal Trans, California BLM and maybe Las Vi as officials
from the BLM or the Airport on how this project would tie into the larger picture and con:1ibute more
to the community. I expected to hear updates regarding the cargo airport in Ivanpah and th¢ Cal Trans
120 acre project at Nipton Road and how this DESERTXPRESS High Speed Train proje:t would
benefit these projects. But the 15-minute meeting did not cover anything concrete except 1 say the
project has been in the works for 4 years. : '

I expected to hear who the “Investors” and “Partners” were that are behind this project an:] receive a
handout that had much more detailed information. I wanted to know why ANYONE thiri<s a train
from Victorville to Las Vegas is a good idea and whom it benefits. Whether this is AMT RACK, the
‘existing train or DESERTXPRESS High Speed Train, it is just another train anc at 125 M1'Hto
Victorville, the technology will not serve the needs of Las Vegan’s at all. From the day it ‘s complete -
it will be outdated and not useful. It will be the equivalent of building a new bridge to Los Angeles
that is one lane and in 5 years when it is finished, 16 lanes are warranted. Furthenmore to nd from
Victorville does nothing for Las Vegas :

The MAG LEV project should be the model and technology we follow as it offers multip. ¢ uses both
public and private including tying into the cargo airport in Ivanpah to take cargc back and ‘orth to
California. MAG LEV could raise money many ways including the sales of private carts t) the casinos
to take visitors and VIP’s back and forth to the malls and Anaheim (Disneyland). MAG 1.3V could
‘raise money by charging fees to businesses for cargo transportation and for making stops a1 the malls
along the way in addition to the gate fees from passengers. MAG LEV could cross market with travel
agents and sell hotel packages and more. I for one would use the MAG LEV type system i1l the time -
but [ would never get on a train of 125 miles per hour to Victorville???? I can drive that :fist, bypass
Victorville and get to the actual destination City and still have my car.



STATE OF CALIFORNIA ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

320 West 4™ Street, Suite 500
Los Angeles, CA 90013

August 8, 2006

Scott Steinwert
DesertXpress

c¢/o CirclePoint

135 Main Street, Suite 1600
San Francisco, CA 94105

Re: SCH# 2006074002: High Speed Passenger Train (DesertXpress) Extending from Victorville,
California to Las Vegas, Nevada

Dear Mr. Steinwert:

The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has jurisdiction over the safety of
highway-rail crossings (crossings) in California. The California Public Utilities Code requires
Commission approval -for the construction or alteration of crossings and grants the Commission
exclusive power on the‘design, alternation, and closure of crossings. : S

The 'foll'owing comments are offered by the Com’m_1ss1on’s Rail Crossings ‘©ngineering Section .
(RCES) for your consideration regarding the Netice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed DesertXpress project. Subsequent to completion of the finai

- EIR, Union Pacific Railroad Company and BNSF Railway Company should arrange a meeting with
RCES and the local highway authorities to discuss relevant safety issues of the public and private
crossings and to conduct diagnostic reviews as necessary. The modifications to the crossings
described in the NOP, require the Commission's approval. We concur that all crossings be grade-
separated.

Please include the Commission as a responsible agency for this project. As part of its review, the
Commission will consider portions of the environmental consequences of this project within its area
of expertise that is subject to its discretionary approval.

Please advise us on the status of the project. If you have any questions in this matter, please contact
me at (213) 576-7078 or at rxm(@cpuc.ca.gov.

P

Sincerely.

© RosaMifidz/
Utilities
“Rail' Crossings Engmeerlng Seetiorrrs; v o o
Consumer Protectlon & Safety D1v1510n SHE

C: John Shurson BNSF
Freddy Cheung, UP
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MAG LEV could serve the private and public sectors and better serves California and Nev: da.

Nevada has its own needs and this project does not serve Nevada at all. We want to offer visitors and
VIP’s a fast and efficient way to the final destination of Anaheim (Disney Land) or Los An jeles and
get those people back at 400 MPH back to our town to our hotels, restaurants and casinos. Even if
DESERTXPRESS was servicing Las Vegas to Los Angeles, no one would take a train of .5 miles per
hour and no one would allow themselves to be dropped off at the train station in LA or La; Vegas
(sorry Mayor Goodman. Downtown was ruined when they capped the dome and shut off £+ :e flowing
traffic and brought the Circus vendors in.) Train station areas are disgusting, dangerous ain 1 are not the
final destination for business class or tourists. Main and Bonneville is not the image the L.X/CVA:

wants to promote and no Las Vegas resident would leave their car downtown to catch a tricn to
VICTORVILLE,

Something like MAG LEV beiter serves the interest of the constituents of Las Vegas incl. «ing our
number one industry; GAMING. And higher technology would be a draw for Downtown. A catch. A
reason to go back downtown. DESERTXPRESS would be another - reason to stay away frym

' Downtown :

DESERTEXPRESS High Speed Train, if approved, should use the existing train tratks and not
interfere with Nevada getting a system of higher technology with multiple uses simil:) - to MAG
LEV. Los Angeles and Las Vegas are too sophisticated for this ordinary nothing trai: that
serves Victorville?? Last I checked stats, the majority of all tourists were mot comin;z from
Victorville.

I would hope our fine Nevada representatives would [ook for a multiple use project with state of the art .

technology that keeps traditional with our incredible state and not approve a stupid train th it serves no
purpose. We already have one of those running to the Convention Center and frankly, Nevada should
consider using that to the south end of the strip to connect with a MAG LEV type system aad forget
about this ridiculous project to Victorville? We can and should do better.

Sincerely,

o Z«m:/

Susan Russell

(THU>JUL 27 2006 11:53/ST. 11:51/No. 6661043190 P
Jul 28 06 05:50p Susan Russell (702) 893-0037

4



e ey

)

Federal Raoiroad
Actministration

The public is invited to provide comment on the Federal Railroad Administration’s DesertXpress High
Speed Train Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report.

Date | Qué( S, ZEEH . - Mail your comments to:
Name /&/M y, M—P ~ CirclePoint

nddess /7053 (5 oKzt — Aftn: _ Mary Bean

T ; 455 Capitol Mall
sou itueidon?, 4 Suite 305
7 Sacramento, CA 95814

Telephone ,ﬁf) 5,7 ~ ,39 ,?‘ %“g A 7/0 Public comment period will be open
E-mail ' until August 15, 2006

Comment:

//K/MWMWMWZ?/ ﬂ”

,.) W ,7 : _ ‘Thank you for your participation! . E |
Comments are not limited to this form; feel free to submit your comments on
' ~ additional paper if necessary.
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DRAFT EIS PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
MATERIALS

[FORTHCOMING FOR PUBLIC DRAFT EIS]





