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The information provided, herein, by the Motive Power and Equipment (MP&E) Division
prescribes guidance for Federal and State MP&E Inspectors that engage in inspections,
investigative reviews, surveillance, and oversight related to railroad equipment (passenger
and freight cars and motive power) to assure railroad and industry compliance with Federal
laws and safety regulations, orders and standards issued by the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA). The intent of this manual is to achieve uniform understanding and
enforcement of the equipment regulations by all MP&E Inspectors.

In February 2004, the MP&E Safety Standards Compliance Manual was placed on FRA'’s
web page on the Internet for the very first time, with emphasis placed upon industry
representatives being able to obtain answer to questions and ascertain FRA'’s perspective
on equipment enforcement issues. The MP&E Safety Standards Compliance Manual is
located at: www.fra.dot.gov/safety/mp&emanual.htm

A second update of the Manual was March 2006. The third edition of the Manual is being
updated electronically November 2007, with the final publication being February 2008.

This Manual is the property of the FRA and is intended primarily for the use of its MP&E
Inspectors. The contents of this manual may be revoked or modified without prior notice
at any time by the FRA. This manual supercedes all previous MP&E Enforcement
Manuals. Inquiries related to this manual should be directed to the Staff Director Motive
Power and Equipment Division as noted below.
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