A Memorandum

U.S. Department
of Transportation

Federal Railroad
Administration

pate: June 15, 1998 Reply to Att. of: MP&E 98-8

subject: Air Brake System - Reservoir Connecting Pipes

From: Edward R. English
Director, Office of Safety Assurance and Compliance

To: Regional Administrators, Deputy Regional Administrators,
Motive Power & Equipment Specialists and Inspectors

There have been incidences where inspectors have detected freight cars in-service that
have reservoir connecting pipes incorrectly applied. The auxiliary portion of the
reservoir was connected to the emergency portion of the brake valve and the
emergency portion of the reservoir was connected to the service portion of the brake
valve.

Inspectors should be alert to the above condition and when detected, they should take
appropriate action.



