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Daniel J. Knote

Sr. Passenger Rail System Safety Specialist
Federal Railroad Administration

Office of Safety
Daniel (Dan) J. Knote is the Sr. Passenger Rail System Safety Specialist with the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Office of Safety in D.C.  Dan began his transportation career, in 1966, with the Long Island Railroad (LIRR), as a Yard Brakemen/ Yard Conductor.  He spent thirty one years with the LIRR, holding positions of Director of Training & Development, Director Human Resources, Director Process Re-engineering and retiring, in 1997, as General Superintendent Terminal Operations.

Dan began his Federal Career, in 1997, as an Operating Practices Inspector, for the FRA, in the Newark N.J. area.. In 1999 he was promoted to Chief Inspector and in 2001 Dan was promoted to Sr. Passenger Rail System Safety Specialist, working for the Office of Safety in DC. He currently responsible for oversight of FRA’s Passenger System Safety Program, jointly administered with the American Passenger Transportation Association (APTA).  Dan is the FRA’s leading expert in Passenger Train Emergency Preparedness, responsible for all compliance issues related to Passenger Train Emergency Preparedness. Dan is Co-Chair of the FRA’s General Passenger Safety, Rail Safety Advisory Committee (RSCA) Task Force.  The task force is responsible for the development of publishing of guides for “Collision Hazard Analysis” and Passenger Station GAP Management.  The task force is currently working on safety issues related to passenger train design & operation and is developing a regulatory approach to system safety.

In addition to working for the FRA, Dan works part-time for St. Joseph’s College, Brooklyn N.Y., as an Adjunct Instructor in the Business & Accounting Department.  He teaches Process of Management and Marketing.

Dan holds a Masters Degree in Management and Total Quality Management, from Dowling College, in New York.  He is Certified in Process Re-engineering and a Certified Instructor in Management and Supervision from Zanger/ Miller Associates.

Dan is a Disabled Veteran, from the Vietnam Era.  He served in Vietnam during the Tet Offensive of 1997/8.  He was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze Star, with “V” Device and Army Commendation Medal and was Honorably Discharged in 1969.

Dan currently lives in Savyille, N.Y., with his wife, Virginia.  They have been married for of 41 years, and have raised five sons that hold college degrees in Architecture, Math, Biology, Computer Science and Elementary Education.
--- ( ---

Michael J. Scanlon

General Manager and Chief Executive Officer

San Mateo County Transit District
Executive Director

Caltrain
Michael J. Scanlon was appointed chief executive officer of the San Mateo County Transit District in November 1999, where he oversees bus operations, paratransit service and all affairs of the District.  Mr. Scanlon is also Executive Director of the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board which provides commuter rail service between San Francisco and Gilroy.  Additionally, he serves as Executive Director of the San Mateo County Transportation Authority, responsible for administering a county-wide half-cent sales tax for various transportation projects.

His previous experience includes 26 years with the Port Authority of Allegheny County in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where he oversaw all transit operations and six years as the chief executive of Broward County Transit in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

--- ( ---

Jo Strang

Associate Administrator for Safety
Federal Railroad Administration
Ms. Strang is currently the Associate Administrator for Safety for the FRA.  She is responsible for regulatory oversight of rail safety in the United States.  She is the past Deputy Associate Administrator for Railroad Development in the Federal Railroad Administration, where she was responsible for overseeing a variety of programs including the Railroad Rehabilitation and Infrastructure Fund (RRIF), Amtrak, and research and development programs.  The rehabilitation of the RRIF program had been one of her highest priorities and she was actively involved in the loan program.

Ms. Strang is the past Associate Director for railroad and transit accident investigation at the National Transportation Safety Board.  As such she was responsible for rail and rail transit accident investigation in the United States.

Prior to joining the National Transportation Safety Board Ms. Strang was the Deputy Regional Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration in Chicago and was responsible for enforcement of railroad safety regulations in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan and Indiana.

--- ( ---

Edward Carranza, Jr.

Deputy Regional Administrator

Federal Transit Administration

Mr. Carranza joined FTA in 1998 as Region IX Director, Office of Program Management & Oversight.  He was responsible for the region’s post-grant activities including procurement, project management, financial management, triennials, state management, and real estate.  In 2005, Mr. Carranza was selected to fulfill the roles and responsibilities as Deputy Regional Administrator for FTA, Region IX in San Francisco.  In this capacity, he is responsible for the activities of all operations in the Region IX office, and when appointed, acts on behalf of the Regional Administrator.  Mr. Carranza has also participated in several FTA task forces including project & construction management guidance revision, Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) update, and other miscellaneous FTA contractor oversight programs.

Prior to joining FTA, Mr. Carranza was with Stone & Webster Engineering Corp.  During his twenty-two years with the private firm, he had responsibilities providing project and construction management services in heavy industrial projects including ten years serving as a Project Management Oversight Consultant for the FTA.

Mr. Carranza holds a Bachelors of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Texas at El Paso, and is a licensed Professional Engineer in California.
--- ( ---
Ronald Ries

Staff Director, Highway-Rail Grade Crossing and Trespasser Prevention Programs

Federal Railroad Administration

After graduating from the University of Washington with a bachelor's degree in psychology, Mr. Ries was hired in 1974 by the Davenport, Rock Island and North Western Railway in Davenport, Iowa.  He joined the FRA in October 1994 as the Crossing and Trespasser Regional Manager for Region 8 based in Vancouver, Washington where he worked with the state agencies, railroads and communities in the Pacific Northwest promoting highway-rail grade crossing safety and trespass prevention.  Since October 1998, Mr. Ries has worked on crossing safety and trespass prevention issues at FRA Headquarters with the Crossing Safety and Trespass Prevention Programs team.  He was appointed Staff Director of the crossing team in January 2001.

Mr. Ries was worked with several national studies on crossing safety and trespass prevention and also cooperates with Transport Canada on these issues.  He is actively involved with Operation Lifesaver and is a member on OLI’s Program Development Council.

--- ( ---
Robert Adduci
Transportation Industry Analyst – Safety and Security
Volpe National Transportation Systems Center
Mr. Adduci has worked at the Volpe National Transportation Systems Center for eleven years.  He provides technical support to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) State Safety Oversight (SSO) and Security Programs.  Technical Support includes:

•
Providing technical guidance to FRA on Collision Hazard Analysis, Managing the GAP and System Safety Program Development.

•
Participating with FRA to support Commuter Rail new start properties with system safety program development and the hazard analysis process

•
Supporting State Oversight Audits

•
Providing technical assistance for the revision of Part 659 Rail Fixed Guideway Systems: State Safety Oversight

•
Developing industry guidelines such as Hazard Analysis, Safety Certification, Internal Safety Audits, and New Starts Guidelines

•
Supporting the FTA Five Year Strategic and Program Plans

•
Providing technical guidance and assistance to transit properties with new starts

•
Serving as the technical representative to the FTA Administrators Safety Task Force

•
Supporting partnerships with industry and APTA/FRA and other Agencies such as NTSB

•
Acting as liaison with other FTA Offices on matters of fatigue, human factors, IVI, collision avoidance, alternative fuels and grade crossings

•
Co-developing the FTA Emergency Preparedness and Security Forums

•
Providing technical assistance with training course development for TSI on Rail System Safety and Transit Security Design Considerations

In his previous position as Acting Director of Safety for the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA), Mr. Adduci’s functions included:

•
Assuring Authority compliance to the System Safety Program Plan through designing implementing and monitoring the authority's passenger, vehicle, employee and contractor safety programs, procedures, regulations and guidelines

•
Directing a staff of twenty professional and support personnel in fire and accident prevention, hazard identification, data management, industrial/occupational/ construction health and safety

•
Serving as the Authority's liaison with the NTSB, FTA and other federal and local agencies

•
Responsible for implementing the Authority's System Safety Program Plan and development and implementation of system-wide safety and fire prevention inspections for all public access areas, employee facilities, right's of way and construction sites
Mr. Adduci holds an A.S. in Mechanical Engineering and a B.S. in Industrial Technology, both from Northeastern University and is a Certified Safety and Security Director (CSSD) through the World Safety Organization.  Mr. Adduci is also a Senior Associate Staff instructor for the Transportation Safety Institute (TSI).

--- ( ---

Helen M. Sramek

President

Operation Lifesaver

Helen Sramek became President of Operation Lifesaver, Inc. in January, 2007.  She comes to the organization from AAA where she served for 9 years as Director of Federal Relations.  In that capacity, she led AAA’s advocacy efforts on federal transportation, traffic safety and consumer issues before Congress and the Administration.

Ms. Sramek, a native Nebraskan, has worked in a variety of positions in Washington, D.C. for over 30 years.  In addition to considerable legislative experience, Ms. Sramek served as Chief of Staff to a Nebraska Congressman for over a decade.   She played a key role in helping the Congressman secure federal support for a major highway-rail grade crossing in the state’s capital city of Lincoln, Nebraska.  She also brings federal Executive Branch experience to her role at OLI, having served in the first Bush Administration.

Operation Lifesaver is a non-profit, international continuing public education program first established in 1972 to end tragic crashes, fatalities and injuries at highway-rail intersections and on railroad rights-of-way.

--- ( ---
Tracy Berge

Public Safety and Environment Manager

Metrolink
Tracy Berge, Public Safety and Environmental Manager, joined Metrolink in March 1998.  Prior to Metrolink, she was a project manager at Brown and Caldwell, an environmental consulting firm.  She received her BS in Geology from UCLA (Go Bruins!).  She currently chairs the Southern California Rail Safety Team, a coalition of railroad safety professionals and law enforcement.  The Southern California Rail Safety Team meets monthly to address rail safety issues at the regional level and reduce death and injuries at highway rail grade crossings.
--- ( ---
Ramya Sundararaman

American Association of Suicidology (ASS)
Dr. Ramya Sundararaman is a Public Health Physician with special expertise in the field of mental health.  She provides workshops and consultation on a range of public health topics including evaluation, strategic planning, epidemiology, and grant-writing.  Ramya has experience conducting trainings and facilitating group meetings across the country.  She has assisted over 35 states with their strategic planning process.

Dr. Sundararaman currently works with the American Association of Suicidology as the Research Director for the Railroad Suicide Prevention Projects.  Until June 2006, Ramya managed the provision of technical assistance for the Suicide Prevention Resource Center (SPRC).  Prior to coming to SPRC in 2003, she developed and managed the suicide prevention program for Massachusetts.  Ramya chaired the MA Coalition for Suicide Prevention, the group that developed the MA Strategic Plan for Suicide Prevention.
--- ( ---
Stephanie Fortin

Toronto Transit Commission (TTC)

Ms. Fortin is currently working as an Occupational Hygienist at the Toronto Transit Commission.  She has a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and a Masters of Science in Occupational Health Sciences from McGill University.
 

The work that Ms. Fortin has done in suicide prevention came rather unexpectedly as she have no formal training or education in the subject.  At the time, she was the only employee in her department that could speak French and who could communicate with the Montreal metro about their suicide prevention initiatives.

--- ( ---
David Triolo

San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office

[No Bio Available]

--- ( ---
Richard Wessler

Director Passenger Train Operations
BNSF Railway – Fort Worth
Mr Wessler has 35 years of railroad experience.  He is currently the Director of Passenger Train Operations for BNSF.  Prior to BNSF, Mr. Wessler served ATSF railroad for almost twenty years in various capacities from Train Dispatcher to General Director of Train Operations.
--- ( ---
Steven Conner

Assistant Deputy Chief MTA PD

Metro North

Mr. Conner is an Assistant Deputy Chief with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority Police Department (MTA PD) which has its headquarters located in New York City, New York.  The MTA PD has jurisdiction over the Long Island Railroad, Metro North Railroad and the Staten Island Rapid Transit Operating Authority.  Steve is charge of over 200 uniformed members of the Northern Region assignments which covers the Metro North Railroad.  Mr. Conner has been a police officer since 1985.  In 1991 he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and in 1995 he was assigned to the Detective Division as a Detective Sergeant.  In 2002 through 2007, while remaining in the Detective Division he was promoted from the rank of Lieutenant and ultimately to the rank of Assistant Deputy Chief and the Commanding Officer of the unit for the Department.
Some of his training includes basic, intermediate and executive level crime scene courses.  He is an Operation Lifesaver presenter and an FBI certified instructor for" Grade Crossing Collision Familiarization Course."  Mr. Conner attended the 229th session of the FBI National Academy.  He has been involved in approximately 75 to 100 train collisions involving pedestrians and motor vehicles.
Mr. Conner is married with one daughter in college and one daughter who is a junior in high school.
--- ( ---
Richard Ferlauto

Long Island Railroad (LIRR)

[No Bio Available]

--- ( ---

Ng Tek Poo

Head of Safety

SMRT

Tek Poo is the Head of Safety in SMRT, a leading public transport operator in Singapore.  He has been in this position for two years.  Before that, he held various positions in engineering, facilities maintenance and rail operations in SMRT.  His current portfolio in safety covers operational safety as well as occupational health and safety.  He is an experienced electrical engineer and a trained safety professional.
--- ( ---
Robert C. Lauby, P.E.

Sr. System Safety Engineer

Office of Railroad Safety
Federal Railroad Administration

Mr. Lauby is currently employed by the Federal Railroad Administration as a Senior System Safety Engineer in the Office of Railroad Safety.  His primary responsibilities are to apply system safety principles to identify, analyze, and mitigate safety issues occurring in a variety of disciplines.  He has over 29 years of railroad and rail transit experience involving safety, security, accident investigation, project management, project engineering, manufacturing, and vehicle maintenance. 

Before joining FRA, Mr. Lauby was employed by Booz Allen Hamilton where he performed safety and security work for the Federal Government and the railway and transit industry.  During his tenure at Booz Allen, the Special Commission of Inquiry into the 2003 Waterfall, NSW accident near Sydney Australia, assigned Mr. Lauby lead investigator.  He also led recovery efforts to modify and reopen the Las Vegas Monorail.

Prior to joining Booz Allen, Mr. Lauby served as the head of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Office of Railroad Safety where he managed hundreds of railroad and rail transit accident investigations.  He led the US fact finding contingent to the 1998 Eschede, Germany ICE accident investigation and represented the NTSB on the Federal Railroad Administration’s Rail Safety Advisory Committee (RSAC) and the American Public Transit Associations Passenger Rail Equipment Safety Standards (PRESS) committee.

Mr. Lauby also served as a project manager for a major rail car brake manufacturer on numerous light rail vehicle new car procurements and as a maintenance supervisor at a Class I railroad.  He has testified numerous times before congressional and senate sub-committees on railroad safety, and is a licensed Professional Engineer.
--- ( ---
Ken Sundberg

Director of Safety Operations
MTA Long Island Railroad (LIRR)

Mr. Sundberg started his current 24 year career with the Long Island Rail Road in the Signal Department as a Maintainer, working his way up to Signal Inspector before moving into Safety and Health.  In 1993 Ken became a Safety Officer for the System Safety Department.  Progressing to his current position, Ken now oversees reporting and mitigation programs for employees, customers, rail accidents and grade crossings for the LIRR.  Ken continues to participate in the FRA's RSAC and APTA working groups.  Together with other forward thinkers within the LIRR and MTA Police, Ken assisted in the development of the Right of Way Task Force which now has a dedicated team focused on Fatality and Trespass reduction through Infrastructure Hardening, Enforcement, Education and Homeless Outreach.

--- ( ---
Stephen Klejst

Deputy General Manager of Safety and Training
New Jersey Transit (NJT)

Mr. Klejst is the Deputy General Manager of Safety and Training for NJ Transit Rail Operations.  He has been with NJ Transit since its inception in 1983.  As the Deputy General Manager, Mr. Klejst has overall responsibility for employee occupational health and safety, passenger safety, accident investigation, regulatory compliance in addition to technical and operational skills training.

Mr. Klejst is a member of several APTA committees including the Rail Safety Committee, Commuter Rail Safety Subcommittee and Human Factors Subcommittee.  He also serves on the steering committee for USDOT’s pilot project on Close Call/Near Miss incident reporting and has served as the chairman of a technical review committee for the Transit Cooperative Research Program.  Outside NJ Transit, Mr. Klejst is an Adjunct Instructor at Middlesex County College where he teaches a variety of management courses.

Before his promotion to Deputy General Manager, Mr. Klejst served as Rail's Director of Training, Assistant Director of Labor Relations, Manager of Technical Training and Road Foreman of Engines.  He began his railroad career with Conrail in 1978 where he worked as a trainman, conductor and locomotive engineer.

Mr. Klejst received his bachelor's degree in Chemistry from the University of Pennsylvania and a Master of Science degree in Management from the Stevens Institute of Technology.

--- ( ---
Michael J. Conlon

Director of Rail and Bus Safety

Metro Transit – (Minnesota North Star)
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota
Mike Conlon is director of rail and bus safety for Metro Transit in Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota, a post he has held since February of 2000.  As the senior safety professional for Metro Transit, Mr. Conlon is responsible for all safety aspects of the agency’s bus and rail operations.  He also leads system safety planning and safety certification efforts for new rail projects, such as the Hiawatha LRT and Northstar Commuter Rail projects.

His experience spans thirty years in the transit and railroad industries, primarily in operations and safety.  Prior to Metro Transit, Mr. Conlon worked as an associate for Booz-Allen & Hamilton, an international consulting firm, working on many projects for a number of transit agencies.  Prior agency work includes nine years in operating and safety positions at Maryland Mass Transit Administration.
Mr. Conlon began his transportation career as a block tower operator for Conrail.  He earned a B.S. degree from Gannon University (Erie, PA) and an M.B.A. degree from the University of Baltimore in Maryland.

--- ( ---

Christopher Payne

Caltrain

[No Bio Available]

--- ( ---

Suzanne Horton

Operations Research Analyst

U.S. Department of Transportation
Volpe National Transportation Systems Center

Rail and Transit Systems Division
Ms. Horton is an operations research analyst in the Rail and Transit Systems Division at the USDOT/Volpe National Transportation Systems Center.  Ms. Horton has been with the Volpe Center since 2002 and supports the highway-rail grade crossing safety research program.  She recently authored the report Public Education and Enforcement Research Study, which is available on the FRA website, and is a young member of TRB Committee AHB60, Highway-Rail Grade Crossings.  She holds a Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering and Operations Research from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

--- ( ---

Marco P. daSilva

Mechanical Engineer
U.S. Department of Transportation
Volpe National Transportation Systems Center

Advanced Safety Technology Division
Mr. daSilva is a General Engineer with the Advanced Safety Technology Division of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Volpe Center in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  Mr. daSilva holds a Bachelor degree in Mechanical Engineering from Boston University and a Master of Science degree in Transportation Engineering from Northeastern University.  Mr. daSilva has been with the Volpe Center for over ten years and is currently working on a variety of highway and railway safety and security-related projects sponsored by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).

--- ( ---

Deborah Wojnicz
Surface Transportation Area Supervisor, NW Region
Department of Homeland Security – Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
Deborah Wojnicz serves as the Department of Homeland Security’s Surface Transportation Area Supervisor of the NW Region.  Ms. Wojnicz began with DHS in April of 2006.  Ms. Wojnicz works closely with stakeholders from both freight and mass transit vetting and completing new programs and assessments.  In addition, she serves as liaison for local, state and federal law enforcement.

Ms. Wojnicz previously worked for FRA beginning in 1990.  She completed the five year inspector internship program becoming an Operating Practices Inspector after completing her training in both Region 4 and Region 8.
During her employment with FRA, her accomplishments included being the project lead on the NAFTA Rail Operating Practices comparisons with Transport Canada.  Ms. Wojnicz also served on several leadership teams, including the 1995 Transformation and Team Building, the new hire training standards team which developed the progressive curriculum for newly hired inspectors with no rail background, as well as outreach to the public on the Train Horn Rule.  Ms. Wojnicz received the Meritorious Achievement Silver Medal from Department of Transportation Secretary Norm Mineta in 2002 after being promoted to the Grade Crossing and Trespass Prevention Manager for Region 8.

Ms. Wojnicz attended the University of Southern Colorado and the University of Missouri where she studied behavioral sciences.

Ms. Wojnicz continues to support Grade Crossing and Trespass Safety and Security with outreach to both law enforcement and the intelligence community. 
--- ( ---

Sam Raab

Manager of Public Safety Coordination Center
CSX Transportation

Mr. Raab is currently the Manager of Public Safety Coordination Center for CSX Railroad.  Prior to joining CSX Mr. Raab worked for Union Pacific railroad as the Project Manager of the Response Management Communication Center.  Mr. Raab also worked as a police officer in St. Robert, MO as well as for the US Army, Combat Engineer Battalion, Ft. Leonard Wood, MO.  Mr. Raab holds a degree in Computer Programming and Software Applications.

--- ( ---

Phil Therrien Edmonton, CA

Supervisor of LRT Operations

Edmonton Transit System

D.L. MacDonald Transit Yards

Mr. Therrien is the supervisor of LRT Operations for the City of Edmonton, where his responsibilities include the LRT: safety section; training section; Control Center and line supervisors; and day to day operations, including dispatch, scheduling and special event planning.  Mr. Therrien also sits on the LRT expansion design committees offering technical and operational input to the project(s) outcomes.

--- ( ---

Bradley Barkman

South Florida Regional Transportation Authority (SFRTA)

Brad Barkman is currently the Director of Operations for South Florida Regional Transportation Authority (SFRTA) with over 30 years in the Railroad industry.  He began his career in Baltimore on the B+O Railroad in the late 1970’s.  Before his current position at SFRTA, Brad spent a brief period with  Morrison Knudsen then on to the Maryland MTA as Manager of Commuter Rail Operations and Manager of Mechanical. 
--- ( ---

Brian W. Reeves
Sr. Railroad Specialist

Florida Department of Transportation
Mr. Reeves is a former CSX Roadmaster and has extensive experience in all areas of rail.  He has been responsible for all maintenance requirements on the South Florida Rail Corridor and meeting all FRA inspection requirements.  He is a qualified CSX trainer in Operating Rules, Safety Certification and training and certifying track inspectors in accordance with FRA requirements.  As a former Roadmaster for CSX, he was responsible for meeting all FRA inspection requirements, defect repair and reporting procedures and for maintenance requirements.  He also supervised the rehabilitation and construction of over 20 road crossings.
Mr. Reeves is AREMA certified: FRA 213.7 (b) Qualified to Inspect and Maintain Track, FRA Qualified/Roadway Workers Rules, CSXT Safety Awareness Training/Qualified and CSXT On-Track Worker Rules for Contractors/Qualified.   He has received qualifications and authorization to supervise restoration and renewal of track under traffic conditions per FRA Rule 213.7(a).  He is also Canadian National Railroad Contractor Safety certified and Norfolk Southern Railroad contractor safety certified.
--- ( ---

Vijay Khawani

Director of Corporate Safety
LA Metro

Mr. Khawani is the Director of Corporate Safety with Los Angeles Metro.  He has been with metro for over 15 years and is responsible for managing the agency’s system safety programs and employee safety programs for bus and rail.  He is also responsible for coordinating the safety oversight plan activities with the California Public Utilities Commission during the planning, design, construction and start-up phases of metro’s rail transit projects.  Prior to joining metro, Mr. Khawani was with the California Public Utilities Commission for over four years and was responsible for safety oversight and enforcement activities of Los Angeles’ and San Diego’s transit systems.
--- ( ---

Michael D. Kirchanski

San Francisco Metro

Mr. Kirchanski’s work experience includes:  28 years in transit, including 6 years as Health and Safety Manager of SFMTA (aka SF MUNI); 7.5 years as Superintendent of Safety and Training and Transportation Manager with Golden Gate Transit; 4 years with Grosvenor Bus Lines of San Francisco; Safety and Training Director for SamTrans Contract Urban Bus Service; 2 years as General Manager for SFO Shuttle Bus Company; and 7 years as a Bus Operator for Greyhound Lines.

Mr. Kirchanski holds a BA from UC Berkeley and an MBA from San Francisco State University.  He  also has professional training including: TSI  - Rail & Bus System Safety; Rail & Bus Accident Investigation; Transit Industrial Safety; Drug & Alcohol Programs; Transit System Security, Effectively Managing Transit Emergencies; FEMA IS 546, ICS 700, IS 100;  National Safety Council – Defensive Driving Instructor Training;  and California Dept of Education – Bus Driver Instructor Training.
Mr. Kirchanski is active on several committees including: Rail Operations and Regulations (ROAR) of California Transit Association, 6 years – 2 years as Chair; Training Committee – California Transit Association 5 years; APTA – Intercar Barrier Taskforce.
Mr. Kirchanski resides in Santa Rosa, California with his wife of 29 years and three children.   He enjoys gardening, raising fruit, bicycling and music.
--- ( ---

William (Bill) Grizard

Director of Safety Programs

American Public Transportation Association (APTA)

Mr. Grizard is the Director of Safety Programs at the American Public Transportation Association (APTA).  He has 40 years of experience in operations, maintenance and safety of rail and bus transportation.  His duties at APTA include the oversight of the suite of Safety Management Programs for Rail Transit, Bus and Commuter Rail industries, direct responsibility for the safety audit programs, liaison to the APTA Safety, Security and Standards Committees, development of system safety seminars for the program members, project management and coordination with the Department of Transportation, Transportation Research Board, and Department of Homeland Security.

Prior to his current assignment, Mr. Grizard served as a telegrapher clerk, bridge tender, and journeyman signalman in the freight rail industry.  The last 32 years he has held safety positions as Bureau of Explosives Inspector for the Association of American Railroads, Safety and Rules Manager at Union Pacific Railroad, Safety Engineer and Manager of Safety at the Sacramento Regional Transit District.

Mr. Grizard is a graduate of the California State University and the American River College.  He is a professional member of the American Society of Safety Engineers, a member of the National Fire Protection Association, a member of the System Safety Society, and a member of the Auditing Roundtable.  He is also an Associate Staff Instructor for the US DOT Transportation Safety Institute.
--- ( ---

Brian F. Gilleran, P. E.

Crossing Safety & Trespass Prevention, RRS-23

Office of Safety Analysis

Federal Railroad Administration

Brian F. Gilleran is a registered professional civil engineer working on the Grade Crossing Safety and Trespass Prevention staff in the Office of Safety of the Federal Railroad Administration, which he joined in 1999.
Prior to his current assignment, Mr. Gilleran worked for sixteen years for the Federal Highway Administration, specializing in highway safety engineering and design along with grade crossing safety issues.
Mr. Gilleran holds an honors degree in Civil Engineering from Northeastern University in Boston, MA, and currently resides in Northern Virginia.
--- ( ---

James Fox

Director of System Safety

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA)

Into his 19th year in the mass transit industry, Mr. Fox is the current Director of System Safety at the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA).  Jim graduated from Temple University with a BS degree in Civil/Construction Engineering.  While attending Temple, Jim obtained an internship at SEPTA.  Upon graduating Jim worked for Turner Construction Company as a project manager.  After a short tenure with Turner, Jim returned to SEPTA working his first nine years in SEPTA’s Capital Engineering & Construction Division.  In 1998, Jim secured a position in the System Safety Department and in 2001 was appointed the position of Director.  Jim is also one of SEPTA’s certified Operation Lifesaver Presenters.

--- ( ---

Christopher E. Williams, Sr.
Safety Superintendent 

National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak)

Mr. Williams has 34 years of environmental health and safety (EHS), and emergency response/preparedness expertise including service with Amtrak, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, Texaco International Marketing & Manufacturing, Mobil Oil Corporation, and Bell Atlantic Corporation in private industry.  He also worked in research & development with the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory, and with the Maryland Department of Health. My education and professional qualifications include a Master of Health Science degree in Environmental Health Engineering/Industrial Hygiene from the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health, and Certification in the Comprehensive Practice of Industrial Hygiene (CIH) from the American Board of Industrial Hygiene.

Mr. Williams is presently employed as the Safety Superintendent of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak).  His responsibilities include supervising a staff of 17 professionals in safety, industrial hygiene, auditing, central reporting and policies and programs development and implementation.  One of his primary tasks in the company is the delivery of high quality safety and health services to various business units in the Corporation, and the promotion of policies and procedures for the continuous improvement of the safety and health programs and principles within the Corporation.

