
  

BNSF RAILWAY 
Social Media Contest 



Background 

• Riverside, CA - 2 Class I Railroads, Commuter and 

Passenger Trains 

• Several high schools within close proximity of 

railroad tracks 

• Students access schools via multiple track 

crossings. 

• Three students from Riverside high schools were 

fatally injured by trains since 2009 
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Program Launch 

3 

3 

• First-ever social media contest  

• Partnership between BNSF, RUSD, CAOL and Southern California Rail 

Safety Team 

• Five high schools participated  

 

 

 

 

• Time Lines established  

• Coaches for each school to coach and mentor students.  

• Press release to local media 

http://www.rusdlink.org/north
http://www.rusdlink.org/king
http://www.rusdlink.org/ramona
http://www.rusdlink.org/poly
http://www.rusdlink.org/arlington
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Summary of Activities 

Activity Arlington King Ramona North Poly 

School Marquee Message 400 400 400 400   
School Announcements 200 200 200 200 200 
Painted posters 1,000 700 1,000 1,000 100 
Safety Booth at Lunch 200 200 200 200 200 
Sporting events  600 300 600 400 200 
Safety Booth at sporting events 200   100 200 200 
Pep rally  200 200 200 200   
Video 200 200 200   200 
Skit performed at lunch/assembly     100 100   
Poster   100 100   100 
Safety booth at community event   500 500     

Qualified tweets 79,735 43,479 15,090 4,628 268 

Instagram posts 122 233 224 222 103 

Poster Contest winner   500       

            

Total Points 82,857  47,012  18,914  7,550  1,571  



Media Coverage 

5 



8/9/2015 6 

Twitter 
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Twitter 
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Instagram 



School Events 
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Videos 
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Results 

• Extraordinary activity 

  over 185,000 tweets 

   reached 34 million users 

• Winning school had almost 

80,000 qualified tweets 

• Riverside City Council student 

and BNSF recognition  
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For Additional Information 
Concerning this Presentation. 
Please contact Ronnie Garcia @   
ronnie.garcia@bnsf.com  

mailto:gdeibler@vre.org

