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BNSF Railway 

         Security Awareness Programs – Vital Role in Trespass Prevention                 

                  “Citizens for Rail Security”  and   “On Guard” 

 

 



Zero Tolerance Trespassing Policy 
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Trespassers 

•Most crimes against the railroad 
are committed by trespassers – 
unauthorized persons who have 
illegally entered railroad property. 
 

•Trespassers are at risk of being 
injured or killed while on railroad 
property. 
 

•Trespassers interfere with the 
safe operation of trains and 
transportation of merchandise, 
freight, and passengers. 



BNSF 2011 Trespass Injuries/Fatalities 
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2011/2012 Collision/Trespasser Comparison YTD 
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18% of the year to date trespasser incidents have been confirmed as a suicide or attempted suicide 



Employee Security Awareness  
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In 2003, BNSF Railway introduced an internal employee security awareness 
campaign entitled “On Guard”. It encourages employees to report security 
breaches, trespassers,  and suspicious incidents. Employees and service 
partners reporting security concerns are eligible for nomination for an “On 
Guard” award, which includes a certificate, a lapel pin, and a small gift. All 
“On Guard” award details are published in the respective Division newsletter. 
There is also an “On Guard” of the Year Award chosen from the previous 
years recipients.  



Employee Security Awareness Posters 
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Employee “On-Guard” Awards 
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BNSF Railway – “Citizens for Rail Security” 

In 2006, BNSF Railway initiated its first public outreach 
program entitled “Citizens for Rail Security”. It was designed 
as an educational program to enlist public assistance in 
reporting security violations, trespassers, and unusual 
occurrences.  
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www.citizensforrailsecurity.com   
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“Citizens for Rail Security” ID Card 
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BNSF has 11,117 registered participants in the Citizens for Rail Security program 

Data as of 08/12 

Joe Railfan 
123 Main Street 
Anytown, IL 
07/07/60 
Joerailfan@hotmail.com 
2011-8907 

mailto:Joerailfan@hotmail.com
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Trespass Prevention Strategies   
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http://www.odmp.org/agency/2802-norfolk-southern-railroad-police-department-railroad-police
http://www.odmp.org/agency/894-csx-transportation-railroad-police-department-railroad-police


Enforcement 
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Organize and leverage local and state law enforcement assistance with Police and Sheriffs 
Departments – Fish and Wildlife Officers – Park Police/Law Enforcement Rangers – Law 
Enforcement MOUs  (BNSF has 863 signed MOU Enforcement agreements)  
 

http://imageserv9.team-logic.com/store-logic/products/222/7731/6591.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Illinois_State_Police.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:California_Dept_Fish_Game_logo.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AZ_-_Navajo_Police.png


Engineering 
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Enhanced Signage – reduce attractive hazards – Fencing when appropriate – natural barriers 



Engineering - Enhanced Signage 
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Fencing 
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Education 
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“Officer on the Train” Programs 

GCCI Courses 

Citizens for Rail Security 

http://oli.org/


But, no matter what you do… 

21  



22  

Bryan Madden – Deputy Chief/Homeland Security  
BNSF Railway Police 
Bryan.Madden@BNSF.com 
708-924-5379 

mailto:Bryan.Madden@BNSF.com
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