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LAW ENFORCEMENT GUIDEBOOK/‘CHEAT SHEET’ 

 TEMPLATES
 

A COMMON FALSE ASSUMPTION IS THAT ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ARE 
FAMILIAR WITH THE LAWS/ORDINANCES WITHIN THEIR JURISDICTION THAT 
PERTAIN TO RAILROADS.  MOST OFFICERS ARE EAGER TO WORK AT MAKING THE 
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY A SAFER AND MORE SECURE PLACE, BUT 
UNFORTUNATELY THEY HAVEN’T HAD THE OPPORTUNITY AND/OR TRAINING TO 
BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE APPROPRIATE LAWS/ORDINANCES. 

DEVELOPING A LAW ENFORCEMENT GUIDEBOOK/‘CHEAT SHEET’ THAT CONTAINS 
RAILROAD RELATED LAWS, ORDINANCES, EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS, AND 
OTHER IMPORTANT REFERENCE MATERIALS IS AN EASY AND OFTEN TIMES, 
ECONOMICAL WAY AT ENCOURAGING YOUR LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS TO ENFORCE CRIMINAL ACTIVITY ALONG THE RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-
WAY.  

THESE TEMPLATES ARE PROVIDED AS A RESOURCE/GUIDE SO THAT YOU CAN 
EASILY CREATE A SIMILAR DOCUMENT FOR YOUR JURISDICTION.  ALL 
INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS PROVIDED AS REFERENCE MATERIAL AND 
SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED CURRENT AND/OR FACTUAL.  PLEASE USE 
APPROPRIATE CARE IN CONDUCTING THE NECESSARY RESEARCH AND, IF 
NECESSARY, CONSULT YOUR LEGAL DEPARTMENT FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE IN 
DEVELOPING A GUIDEBOOK/‘CHEAT SHEET’ FOR YOUR JURISDICTION.   
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Additional copies are available free of charge by contacting:

Missouri Department of Transportation
Railroad Section

PO  Box 270
Jefferson City, MO 65102

(573) 751-7121

Missouri Operation Lifesaver
2300 Yorktown Drive

Jefferson City, MO 65109
(573) 634-4113
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1. EducationEducation - Operation Lifesaver strives to increase 
public awareness about the potential hazards around the rails. 
The program seeks to educate both drivers and pedestrians to 
make safe decisions at crossings and around railroad tracks.

2. EnforcementEnforcement - Operation Lifesaver promotes active 
enforcement of traffic laws relating to crossing signs and 
signals and private property laws related to trespassing.

3. Engineering Engineering - Operation Lifesaver encourages  continued 
engineering research and innovation to improve the safety of 
railroad crossings.

Operation Lifesaver is a national, nonprofit education and 
awareness program dedicated to ending tragic collisions, fatalities, and 
injuries at highway-rail grade crossings and railroad rights-of-ways. This 
nationwide program is sponsored cooperatively by federal, state, and 
local government agencies, civic organizations, the nation’s railroads, and 
other organizations interested in highway safety.

To meet its lifesaving goals, Operation Lifesaver intends to increase 
public awareness of the highway-rail grade crossings, and to improve 
driver and pedestrian behavior at these intersections by encouraging 
compliance with the traffic laws relating to crossing signs and signals.

This booklet seeks to assist the law enforcement officer to safely 
investigate those crashes when they do occur.
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Arkansas & Missouri ............................................................ (479) 751-8069

Amtrak ................................................................................... (314) 705-9312

Bi-State Development Agency (METRO) ........................... (314) 289-6870
 (Security) ....................................................................... (314) 289-6872

BNSF ..................................................................................... (800) 832-5452
(Emergency—Ext 1, Crossing Concerns—Ext 2, Police— Ext 3)

Columbia Terminal (COLT) .................................................. (573) 875-2555

Canadian Pacific ..................................................................... (800) 339-1080

Kansas City Southern   ......................................................... (800) 892-6295

Kansas City Terminal (Dispatcher)  ..................................... (913) 551-2187
or (913) 551-2188

 (Manager On Duty) ....................................................... (913) 551-2179

Manufacturers Railway   ....................................................... (314) 773-1602

Missouri & Northern Arkansas   .......................................... (800) 228-3580

Missouri Central Midland  .................................................... (618) 910-8273

Norfolk Southern   ................................................................ (217) 425-2060
 (Police Dispatch) ........................................................... (800) 453-2530

Smoky Hill Railway & Historical ......................................... (816) 590-1179 
 (Home) ........................................................................... (816) 331-1376

St. Louis Iron Mountain & Southern Railway (cell)  ........... (573) 270-3203

Terminal Railroad Assoc. of St. Louis .................................. (618) 451-8474

Union Pacific  ......................................................................... (888) 877-7267
 (Malfunctioning Gates Ext. 2) ...................................... (800) 848-8715

The numbers listed on this page are restricted to law enforcement 
personnel for Emergency Use Only. 

Do Not Use For Non-Emergency Contact!!
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Following is a copy of the Grade Crossing Collision 
Investigation Checklist. To assist in your investigation, please 
keep in mind the following information:

The engineer is the person operating the train.

The conductor is in charge of the train.

Locomotive engineers are NOT required to have a motor vehicle 
operator’s license while operating a locomotive. Instead, a Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) Certification Card must be displayed 
by the engineer. This card does not have an identifying number. 

 When investigating always be aware of the possibility of a hazardous 
material incident!

Using the checklist below as a guide, obtain the following information from 
the train crew:

Grade Crossing Collision Investigation ChecklistGrade Crossing Collision Investigation Checklist

Engineer Information:

Name
Address
DOB
Phone
Time of Collision
Train Speed Estimate at Collision
  (Operator’s license number not required on STARS report.)

Conductor Information:

Name
Address
DOB
 Phone

  (Operator’s license number not required on STARS report.)
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Train Information:

Lead Engine Number (on side of locomotive).
Train ID Number (from Conductor).
Number of cars in train.
Railroad Company operating train.
Additional crew members.
 Direction of train.

Engine Information:

Headlight working?
Horn working?
Bell working?
  Auxiliary lights working?

Miscellaneous Information:

Railroad car number on crossing?
Distance locomotive travelled from initial impact?
Witnesses?
 Railroad company that owns tracks?

At this point, If no further information is required, consider 
releasing the train.

Crossing Signals:

Lights/gates bell combination?
Lights/bell combination?
Passive warning (crossbucks)?
Cantilever overhead lights?
Lights flashing/bells ringing upon your arrival?
Crossing gates down?

(If devices not working upon your arrival, explain.)

Other Crossing Characteristics:

Advance warning signs in place? 
Distance of advanced warning sign to nearest rail?
Crossing surface (rubber, asphalt, etc.)
Pavement markings?
DOT/AAR crossing ID number?
Width of right-of-way (feet)?
Visual obstructions on driver approach?
Citation given if warranted (FTY, FTS, etc.)?

23

1

2

3

5

6

4

7

Cantilever Flashing Lights

Mast Mounted Lights

Gate Lights

Gate Arm

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Crossbuck Sign

Signal Mast

Number of Tracks Sign
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1. Officer on the Train.1. Officer on the Train. 
    This involves placing a law enforcement officer in the cab of a This involves placing a law enforcement officer in the cab of a 

locomotive engine. Radio communication between the officer locomotive engine. Radio communication between the officer 
on the train and ground support personnel allows the officers on the train and ground support personnel allows the officers 
to stop motorists who violate crossing laws.to stop motorists who violate crossing laws.

2. Grade Crossing Collision Investigation 2. Grade Crossing Collision Investigation 
Course.Course. 

  A course designed to equip law enforcement officers with the 
knowledge of how to investigate a crossing collision is offered. 
Since this is a unique type of traffic collision, information is 
provided in the course to help bridge the communication gap. 
Course length can vary from four hours to 16 hours and POST-
approved continuing education hours are earned. This course 
is offered free-of-charge periodically around the state.

3. Positive Enforcement Programs.3. Positive Enforcement Programs.
  This involves placing law enforcement officers and Operation 

Lifesaver personnel on the approach near crossings and giving 
a short safety tip, along with a safety brochure and a coupon for 
a free soft drink.  

If the above programs are of 
interest to you, contact 

Missouri Operation Lifesaver
at (573) 634-4113.
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REMEMBERREMEMBER - Not all hazardous materials are marked.  Some 
are not required to be marked while others may be improperly 
marked.  Be alert and cautious at any rail accident, as hazardous 
material may be involved.

IF you believe there may be a Hazardous Materials incident refer to 
the:  current Emergency Response Guidebook.

Approach cautiously from upwind.

Secure the scene. 

Identify the hazards.

Assess the situation. 

Obtain help.

Decide on site entry.

Respond.

ABOVE ALL — Do not walk into or touch spilled material.  Avoid 
inhalation of fumes, smoke and vapors, even if no dangerous goods are 
known to be involved.  Do not assume that gases or vapors are harm-
less because of lack of a smell. Remember odorless gases or vapors may 
be harmful.  Use CAUTION when handling empty containers because 
they may still present hazards until they are cleaned and purged of all 
residues. 
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General Procedures forGeneral Procedures for
Hazardous Material Hazardous Material 

IncidentsIncidents

Expert advice and assistance can be obtained by calling 
(toll free) CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

CHEMTREC can provide valuable information and guidance even 
when limited information is available about the product or incident. How-
ever, the more information available when you call, the faster and better 
CHEMTREC can help!

Types of information CHEMTREC’s Emergency Service Specialists 
will request when you call:

Caller’s name, title and organization.

Callback number at scene.

Dispatch-center phone number and FAX number.

Description of incident and actions taken.

Type and number of injuries/exposures.

Material involved, including:

 Name of the product(s), preferably a trade name. 

 Carrier and trailer or car number - UN, NA (placard) or STCC 
number of the products.

 Shipper and point of destination.

 Consignee and destination.

Type or description and number of containers/packages.

Specific information you need right away (MSDSs, medical help, 
etc.)

 Size of/or amount of release.

 Location, time, weather at the scene.

These general procedures are suggested guidelines and not intended to be any-
thing else. 
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Railway Vehicle Crash Railway Vehicle Crash 
Continuation/Supplement Continuation/Supplement 

MISSOURI UNIFORM CRASH REPORT

AGENCY NAME AND ORI

SUPPLEMENTAL REVIEWING OFFICER NAME

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT NO.

SHP-215C    01/12

Continuation Supplement PAGE ________  OF_______ORIGINAL REPORT  #_________________

DSN / BADGE NO.

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT DATE

REPORTING OFFICER NAME DSN / BADGE NO.

CRASH DATE TRP / DIST / PCT COUNTY

TRAIN INFORMATION

VEH. NO. TRAIN ID NUMBER LEAD ENGINE NO. EXPIRATION DATEMAKE MODEL LOCOMOTIVE
ENGINEER
CERTIFICATE

Yes
No
COLORVINYEARSTATELICENSE - PLATE NO.VEH YEARRETRACTABLE

FLANGE WHEELED
MOTOR VEHICLE

NA

HEADLIGHT IN USE

Yes No
Unknown

DISTANCE FROM IMPACT AREA TO FRONT OF LEAD ENGINENO. OF CARS SPEED

TRAIN DAMAGE (Mark all damaged areas) None / No Damage

INITIAL IMPACT NO: 22 - Cargo
23 - Unknown
24 - Other
       (Explain)

18 - Undercarriage
19 - Windshield
20 - Burned
21 - Towed Unit

1 815 16 17

      2      3     4     5      6      7

     14   13    12   11   10      9

LEAD
ENGINE

HORN IN USE

Yes No
Unknown

BELL IN USE

Yes No
Unknown

TOTAL NO. OF OCCUPANTS

RAILROAD CO. - TRACKS OWNER NAME & ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip)

RAILROAD CO. - TRAIN OWNER NAME & ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip)

TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE AT CROSSING
Lights / Gates / Bell Combination
Lights / Bell Combination
Passive Warning (Crossbucks Only)

NA
Lights / Gates
Lights Only
Pavement Markings

Flagman

ADVANCE WARNING SIGNS
IN PLACE

DISTANCE
FROM SIGN
TO NEAREST
RAIL

Miles

NA

Feet

CROSSING SURFACE (Rubber, Asphalt, etc.)

UPON
INVESTIGATING
OFFICER'S
ARRIVAL AT SCENE:

BELLS RINGING

Yes No NA

LIGHTS FLASHING

Yes No NA

CROSSING GATES DOWN

Yes No NA

Yes No NA

NA DOT / AAR CROSSING ID. NO. NA QUIET ZONE

Yes No
Unknown

TRAIN ACTION / SEQUENCE OF EVENTS CODES Additional Codes Listed in Narrative    (See Codes in Section 8)
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS CODES FOR TRAIN Unknown

 PROBABLE CONTRIBUTING CIRCUMSTANCES - TRAIN None
Train Defects (Explain)
Excessive Speed
Violation Signal / Sign
Alcohol

Drugs
Vision Obstructed
Operator Fatigue / Asleep
Failed To Sound Horn

DISTRACTED / INATTENTIVE CODE(S)
NA(See Codes in Section 8)

Failed To Use Lights
Obstruction on Tracks
Track Defects
Improper Riding / Clinging To Train Exterior

Failed To Secure Load / Improper Loading
Derailment
Distracted / Inattentive (Designate Type Above)
Unknown (Explain)

Other (Explain)

NAME (Last, First, MI)

ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip)
DATE OF BIRTH

MM-DD-YYYY
SEX SEAT

LOC
INJ TRANS-

PORT
EJEC-
TION

AIR
BAG

SAFETY
DEVICES

PHONE NUMBER

ENGINEER & CONDUCTOR

ENGINEER:

CONDUCTOR:

TRAIN CREW MEMBERS & PASSENGERS - List additional passengers on Pedestrian / Occupant Continuation

None
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PAGE ________  OF_______REPORT  #_________________

7 - DRIVERS, VEHICLES, OWNERS, & OCCUPANTS

NO. 7A. DRIVER - NAME (Last, First, MI) & ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip)

DRIVER LICENSE / ID NUMBER

PHONE NUMBER

STATE LIC
STATUS

Valid
Susp / Rev / Denied
Canceled / Oth InvalidNA

Expired
Disqual CDL
Unknown

LIC
TYPE

Operator Class ____
CDL Class ____
Interm / Grad

Permit
MC Only
UnlicensedNA

Unknown
(Explain)

MC ENDORSEMENT

Yes No
Unknown (Explain)

NA

PROOF OF INSURANCE

Yes No

INSURANCE COMPANY

Not Required

Expired PHONE NO. (Optional) POLICY NUMBER NA Driver
Vehicle

DATE OF BIRTH SEX SAFETY
 DEVICES

TRANS-
PORT

INJSEAT
LOC

EJEC-
TION

AIR
BAG

VISION
OBSTRUCTED

NA

Not Obstructed
Windshield
Load on Veh

Trees / Brush
Building
Embankment

Sign
Hillcrest
Parked Veh

Moving Veh
Stopped Veh
Glare

Other (Explain)
Unknown
(Explain)

7B. VEHICLE - OWNER NAME (Last, First, MI) & ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip) PHONE NUMBERSAD SAD

YEAR MODEL COLOR TOTAL NO. OF OCC.MAKE VEH. TYPE

VINYEARSTATELICENSE - PLATE NO. TOWED FROM SCENE

Yes No

TOWED DUE TO DIS. DAMAGE

Yes No
VEHICLE DAMAGE (Mark all damaged areas) None / No Damage

VEHICLE BODY TYPES - Automobiles / Specialty Vehicles Vehicle Used As Public Conveyance

INITIAL IMPACT NO:

NA

22 - Cargo
23 - Unknown
24 - Other
       (Explain)

18 - Undercarriage
19 - Windshield
20 - Burned
21 - Towed Unit

1 815 16 17

      2      3     4     5      6      7

     14   13    12   11   10      9

TOWED BY Unknown

Passenger Car
Van (< 9 W/Driver)
Passenger Van (9+ W/Driver)
Sport Utility Vehicle
Limousine (7-8 W/Driver)
Limousine (9-15 W/Driver)
Motorized Bicycle
Pedalcycle

To / From School

Small Bus (9-15 W/Driver)
Large Bus (16+ W/Driver)

School Bus
Intercity
Transit / Commuter
Charter / Tour
Other

Motorcycle
ATV

2 Wh
3 Wh
4 Wh
5 Wh / More
Unknown

Motor Home
Farm Implements
Construction Equip. Heavy Mach.
Other Vehicle (Code) ______
Cargo Van
Pickup
Other Heavy Truck
Unknown (Explain)

Single-unit Truck; 2 axles, 6 tires
Single-unit Truck; 3 or more axles

Veh. Pulling Another Unit(s)
(Does not apply to Truck Tractors)

Truck Tractor With No Units
Truck Tractor With One Unit
Truck Tractor With Two Units
Truck Tractor With Three Units

Less than or
equal to 10,000 lbs.

10,001 - 26,000 lbs.
Greater than 26,000 lbs.
Unknown

GVW / GCVW RATING
(Not Licensed Weight)

(Pickups, Cargo Vans, All Trucks,
Truck Tractors, or Haz Mat

Placard Veh. Only)

EMERGENCY VEHICLE INVOLVEMENT
Police
Fire

Ambulance
Other (Must check "A" / "B")

CONTRIBUTING TRAFFIC CONDITIONS
Other Incident Ahead
Unknown (Explain)

Congestion Ahead
Crash Ahead

NA NA
A. Emergency Vehicle on Emergency Run
B.  Stationary With Emergency Equip. Activated

7C. VEHICLE ACTION / SEQUENCE OF EVENTS CODES ALCOHOL USEAdditional Codes Listed in Narrative    (See Codes in Section 8)
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS CODES Unknown FIXED OBJECT CODE(S)ANIMAL CODE(S)

7D. PROBABLE CONTRIBUTING CIRCUMSTANCES None

Yes Unk
No

Vehicle Defects (Explain)
Speed - Exceeded Limit
Too Fast For Conditions
Violation Signal / Sign
Failed To Yield
Alcohol
Drugs

Vision Obstructed
Driver Fatigue / Asleep
Improper Signal
Improper Backing
Improper Turn
Improper Passing
Improperly Parked

Failed To Dim Headlights
Failed To Use Lights
Following Too Close
Wrong Side (Not Passing)
Wrong Side (One-Way)
Physical Impairment (Explain)
Improper Start From Park

Improper Towing / Pushing
Improperly Stopped On Roadway
Improper Lane Usage / Change
Overcorrected
Improper Riding / Clinging To Veh. Exterior
Failed To Secure Load / Improper Loading
Animal(s) In Roadway

Object / Obstruction in Roadway
Distracted / Inattentive (Designate Type)
Unknown (Explain)
Other (Explain)

DISTRACTED / INATTENTIVE CODE(S) NA
(See Codes in Section 8)

7E. WORK ZONE None
Yes No Unknown

UnknownTRAFFIC CONTROL
Green/Yellow/Red Flashing Red Flashing YellowElectric: Ramp Meter Other (Explain)

Yes No Unknown
Stop Sign No Passing Zone Turn RestrictedOtherWorkers Present Officer / Flagman Signal On School Bus
Warning Sign / DeviceControls: Railway Crossing Sign / Device School Zone Yield Sign Other (Explain)

7F.

CONTROL MALFUNCTIONING /
INOPERATIVE / MISSING

Yes (Explain) No
Unknown NA

OCCUPANTS - NAME (Last, First, MI)

ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip)
DATE OF BIRTH

MM-DD-YYYY
SEX SEAT

LOC
INJ TRANS-

PORT
EJEC-
TION

AIR
BAG

SAFETY
DEVICES

PHONE NUMBER

7G. COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE NA

MOTOR CARRIER IDENTIFICATION (Leasee, etc.) - NAME & ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip) PHONE NUMBERSAO SAO

COMMERCIAL /
NON-COMMERCIAL

Interstate Carrier
Intrastate Carrier

Not In Commerce - Government Vehicle
Not In Commerce - Rental Vehicle

USDOT NO.MC / MX / ICC NO.

CARGO
BODY
TYPE

Enclosed Box
Cargo Tank

Flatbed
Dump

Concrete Mixer
Auto Transporter

Garbage / Refuse
Grain / Chip / Gravel

Pole Trailer
Log

Vehicle Towing
Another Veh.

Intermodal
Container
Chassis

NA (No
Cargo
Body)

Other
Unknown

PLACARD DISPLAYED
Yes No
Unknown

HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS

4-DIGIT NO. CLASS HAZARDOUS MATERIAL NAMEHM CARGO PRESENT
Yes No
Unknown

HM CARGO RELEASED
Yes No
Unknown

NA

NA

Required on vehicle if "Yes" was answered to questions in parts 1 and 2 in CMV involvement criteria and vehicle meets one of the three criteria in part 2.

Not In Commerce - Other Vehicle

Sta Sta Sta Sta Sta Sta.  Sta  Sta.  St.  StSta StaB.  S  Sta Statititionarynarytionarytionarytionarytionarytionarytionary WW

NoneNNNNNN

AAAAdAddAdAdAdAdAdAA al Conal Conal Conal Conal Coal Conal Conal Cona odnaal Cododal Coal Codood

yy

Reporting Motor Vehicle/Reporting Motor Vehicle/
Railway Vehicle CrashRailway Vehicle Crash

oo
ZOOONE

No UUnknoooU oooU oU o

No Unknnknnononnnoknnnnn
reeeesenttt

PAGE ________  OF_______REPORT  #_________________

PHONE NUMBER

edd
vaallid

Expired
Disqual CDL
Unknown

LIC
TYPE

Operator Class ____
CDL Class ____
Interm / Grad

Permit
MC Only
UnlicensedNA

Unknown
(Explain)

MC ENDORSEMENT

Yes No
Unknown (Explain)

NA

PHONE NO. (Optional) POLICY NUMBER NA Driver
Vehicle

VIISSSSSION
OBBBBSSTRUCTED

NA

Not Obstructed
Windshield
Load on Veh

Trees / Brush
Building
Embankment

Sign
Hillcrest
Parked Veh

Moving Veh
Stopped Veh
Glare

Other (Explain)
Unknown
(Explain)

PHONE NUMBERSAD SAD

COLOR TOTAL NO. OF OCC.VEH. TYPE

TOWED FROM SCENE

YYYesYesYes NNNoNoNo

TOWED DUE TO DIS. DAMAGE

YYYesYes NNNoNo

B B Section 7 - Drivers, Vehicles, Section 7 - Drivers, Vehicles, 
Owners, & OccupantsOwners, & Occupants

 While the railway vehicle should 
be included in the number of 
vehicles involved and the railway 
vehicle assigned a vehicle num-
ber on the Railway Vehicle Crash 
Continuation/Supplement form, 
the railway vehicle will not be 
shown as a vehicle in Section 7. 
This information is captured on 
the Railway Vehicle Crash Con-
tinuation/Supplement form.

proopppper Towing / Pushing
proopppperly Stopped On Roadway
proopppper Lane Usage / Change
erccooooorrected
prpropropropproppropropeproroproperoperopeopeopeopopeopepe RidiRidir Ridinr Ridinr Ridinr Ridinr Ridinr Ridinr Ridin / Cli/ Clig / Clig / Clig / Clig / Clig / Clig / Clig / Cli i Ti Tnging Tnging Tnging Tnging Tnging Tnging Tnging T V hV ho Veho Veho Veho Veho Veho Veho Veh. E t iE t iExterioExterioExterioExterioExterioExterioExteriorrrrrrr

Object / Obstruction in Roadway
Distracted / Inattentive (Designate Type)
Unknown (Explain)
Other (Explain)

DISTRACDISTRACDISTRACDISTRACTED / ITED / ITED / ITED / INATTENTNATTENTNATTENTNATTENTIVE CODIVE CODIVE CODIVE CODE(S)E(S)E(S)E(S) NANANANA

ALCOHOL USEodeeeess in Section 8)
FIXED OBJECT CODE(S)ANIMAL CODE(S) Yes Unk

No NA

ts
quipppp.. Heavy Mach.
Coodddde) ______

ucckkkk
ainn))

Si lSingleSingle-SingleSingleg it Tunit Trunit Trunit Trunit Tr k 2uck; 2uck; 2uck; 2 uck; 2 ; laxlesaxles,axles, axles, , 6 ti6 tires6 tires6 tires6 tires
Single-unit Truck; 3 or more axles

Veh. Pulling Another Unit(s)
(Does not apply to Truck Tractors)

Truck Tractor With No Units
Truck Tractor With One Unit
Truck Tractor With Two Units
Truck Tractor With Three Units

Less than or
equal to 10,000 lbs.

10,001 - 26,000 lbs.
Greater than 26,000 lbs.
Unknown

GVW / GGVW / GGVW / GCVW RATCVW RATCVW RATINGINGING
(N t Li(N t Li(Not Li ddcensed W i ht)W i ht)Weight)

(Pickups, Cargo Vans, All Trucks,
Truck Tractors, or Haz Mat

Placard Veh. Only)

CCCCCONTRIBUTING TRAFFIC CONDITIONS
Other Incident Ahead
Unknown (Explain)

Congestion Ahead
Crash Ahead

NA

C C Section 7C - Vehicle Action/Section 7C - Vehicle Action/
Sequence of Events CodesSequence of Events Codes 

 
 “32. Collision Inv. Railway 

Veh.” should be shown in the 
appropriate location in the 
sequence of events.

( , , )

REREREESSESSESSESSSS (St(St(St(Stree(Street Citt Citt Citt Cityt, City St tSt tSt tState, State Zi )Zi )Zi )Zip), Zip)
DATE OFDATE OF BIRTHBIRTH

MM DD YMM DD YMM DD YMM DD YMM-DD-YMM-DD-YMM DD YMM DD YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY
SEXSEXSEX SEATSEAT

LOCLOCLOCLOCLOCLOCLOCLOC
INJINJ TRANS-TRANS

PORTPORTPORTPORTPORTPORTPORTPORT
EEJEJJJEJEJEJEEEEEEEEE
TTTTTTITITIOTIOTIOTIOIOIOOOOTIOOT OO

NA

Leaaaassee, etc.) - NAME & ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip) SAO

CCCaCaCarCarCarCarCarCarCararararararrrr iirierrrierrierrrierrierrierrierrier N t IN t INot InNot InNot InNot InNot InNot InNot In CCCCommercCommercCommercCommercCommercCommercCommerc GGGe Gove Gove Gove - Gove - Gove Gove  Gov tternmenternmenternmenternmenternmenternmenternment V hi lV hi lVehiclVehiclVehiclVehiclVehiclVehiclVehicleeeeeee MC / MXMC / MXMC / MXMC / MXMC / MXMC / MXMC / MXMC / MXMC / MX / ICC/ ICC/ ICC/ ICC/ ICC/ ICC/ ICC/ ICC/ ICC NONONONOONONONONONO.

Required on vehicle if "Yes" was answered to questions in parts 1 and 2 in CMV involvement criteria annndddddd vvv

N t IN t INot InNot InNot InNot InNot InNot InNot In CCCCommercCommercCommercCommercCommercCommercCommerc OOthOthe Othe Othe Othe - Othe - Othe Othe  Oth V hiV hier Vehier Vehier Vehier Vehier Vehier Vehier Vehi llcleclecleclecleclecle

D D Section 7E - Traffic ControlSection 7E - Traffic Control 
 
 The motor vehicle involved will 

be shown with the appropriate 
control, probably “Railway  
Crossing/Sign Device.”

(Section 7)(Section 7)

(Page three of the Missouri Uniform Crash Report.)

9

Answered 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

CHEMTREC CHEMTREC  
800-424-9300

Bureau of ExplosivesBureau of Explosives  
800-800-3855

State Emergency Management State Emergency Management 
AgencyAgency  

573-751-2748

Missouri Department of Missouri Department of 
Transportation Railroad SectionTransportation Railroad Section

 573-751-4291

Missouri Department of Natural Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources Resources           

 573-634-2436

Federal Aviation AdministrationFederal Aviation Administration   
573-875-5321
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When a train should be stopped to avoid a threat to life or property, 
contact the railroad dispatcher first.  A listing of the railroads and their 
emergency telephone numbers is included in this manual on page 26.

If it is necessary to stop a train by flagging, remember that a train 
takes much longer to stop than an automobile.  A 100-car freight 
train traveling at 55 mph on level track with a normal brake application, 
would require a mile or more to stop.  An officer intending to stop a train 
must be at least the train’s stopping distance from the hazard before sig-
naling the engineer.

Do not stop your patrol car on the tracks.  Park your car 
nearby and turn on the emergency lights to attract attention.  Then 
position yourself near the tracks.  The universal railroad stop signal is a 
lighted flare, swung slowly back and forth horizontally across your body.  
The locomotive engineer will acknowledge this signal with two whistle 
blasts and will stop the train.  If it is impossible to use a highway flare, 
a flashlight may be used at night, or a brightly colored object in the day-
time.  However, a flare should be used whenever possible, day or night.

The universal railroad stop 
signal is a lighted flare, 

swung slowly back and forth 
horizontally across your body.
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Accurately reporting collisions involving motor vehicles and railway 
vehicles is critical to improving safety at highway-railroad crossings. 
The Missouri Uniform Crash Report, including the Railway Vehicle 
Crash Continuation/Supplement, should be completed to report a 
motor vehicle/railway vehicle crash. The following are a few points to 
remember when completing a crash report involving a railway vehicle:

MISSOURI UNIFORM CRASH REPORT

AGENCY NAME AND ORI

PAGE ________  OF_______

LEFT THE SCENE CLEARED REPORT / CASE / INCIDENT NUMBERPROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY NO. INJURED NO. KILLED

SPACE USED FOR BARCODE

NO. VEH. INV. CRASH DATE CRASH TIME (MIL.) TIME NOTIFIED (MIL.) TIME ARRIVED (MIL.)INVESTIGATION DATE

Yes No Yes

INVEST. AT SCENE

Yes No

No
CRASH
CLASSIFICATION

DRIVER NO.

NOTIFIED DATE

1 - GENERAL CRASH INFORMATION

CRASH
TYPE

COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE INVOLVEMENT CRITERIA - Answer the following to determine if the "Commercial Vehicle" fields in Section 7G must be completed.

On
Roadway

Off
Roadway

ROADWAY NON-COLLISION
Overturning
Fire /
Explosion
Immersion
Jackknife

Fell/Jumped
From MV
Cargo / Equip
Loss / Shift
Other
Non-Collision

COLLISION INVOLVING
Animal
Pedalcycle
Fixed Object
Other Object
Pedestrian

Railway Vehicle
Animal Drawn Veh / Animal Ridden Trans.
Motor Vehicle in Transport
Parked Motor Vehicle
Working Motor Vehicle

DIRECTIONAL ANALYSIS FOR IMPACT WITH MOTOR VEHICLE
Front to Front
Front to Rear
Rear to Rear
Rear to Side

Angle
Sideswipe (Same Dir.)
Sideswipe (Opp. Dir.)
Falling / Shifting Cargo
(Set in motion by MV)

Other
(Explain)

Unknown
(Explain)

EVIDENTIARY PHOTOS TAKEN

Yes No

1.  Does this crash involve any of the following?
1a.  A person fatally injured; OR
1b.  A person transported for medical attention; OR
1c.  A vehicle towed due to disabling damage. Yes - Go to number 2.

No - No commercial vehicle
fields need completion.

2.  Examine each vehicle to determine if it is a commercial vehicle based upon the following:
2a.  A truck / cargo van with GVWR / GCVWR of more than
       10,000 lbs; OR
2b.  A motor vehicle with seating for 9 or more including driver; OR
2c.  A vehicle with a hazardous materials placard.

No - No commercial vehicle fields
need completion.

Yes - Complete Section 7G for
appropriate vehicle.

BY WHOM AVAILABLE FROM Investigating Agency

RECONSTRUCTION

Yes No

BY WHOM AVAILABLE FROM Investigating Agency

COUNTY MUNICIPALITY BEAT / ZONE TRP/DIST/PCT

ON

2 - LOCATION

GPS COORDINATES (DD MM SS.S FORMAT)
LAT: N LONG: W

SPEED LIMIT ROAD MAINTAINED BY

DISTANCE FROM INTERSECTING

SPEED LIMITFeet

Miles. INT. DIR.

RDWY. DIR.

NA

LOCATION

At

After
Before

NA
GEO - CODEUnknown

State County Municipal Private Property Other

TRAFFICWAY
One-Way
Two-Way; Not Divided; Continuous Center Turn Lane

Two-Way; Not Divided Two-Way; Divided; Unprotected Median
Two-Way; Divided; Positive Median Barrier

Other
Unknown

ROAD ALIGNMENT
Straight
Unknown (Explain)

Curve
ROAD PROFILE

Level
Uphill

Downhill
Hillcrest

Dip
Unknown (Explain)

INTERSECTION TYPE
4-way Intersection
T-Intersection

Y-Intersection
Roundabout

ROAD CONDITION
Snow
Ice / Frost

Slush
Mud / Dirt

5-way / More
Other (Explain)

Unknown (Explain) Dry
Wet

Standing Water
Moving Water

Sand / Gravel
Other (Explain)

Unknown (Explain)

ROAD SURFACE
Concrete
Asphalt

Brick
Gravel

WEATHER CONDITION
Rain
Snow

Sleet / Hail
Freezing (Temp)

Dirt / Sand
Multi-Surface

Cobblestone
Unknown (Explain)

Clear
Cloudy

Fog / Mist
Severe Crosswind

Other (Explain)
Unknown (Explain)

LIGHT CONDITION
Daylight Dark-Lighted Dark-Unlighted Dark-Unknown Lighting Other (Explain) Unknown (Explain)

3 - DAMAGE TO PROPERTY OTHER THAN VEHICLES

LIST OWNER'S NAME & ADDRESS, DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY, AND DAMAGE. MoDOT

None

County Municipality

4 - WITNESS None Identified Additional Witnesses In Narrative

NAME ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip) PHONE NUMBER

5 - PEDESTRIAN NA Law Enforcement Officer Other Emergency Services Personnel MoDOT Worker Other Trafficway Worker

NO. NAME (Last, First, MI) & ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip)

DATE OF BIRTH

PHONE NUMBER

SEX LOCATION
On Roadway In Driveway Access

Off Roadway
On Median / Crossing Island
UnknownOn Sidewalk

TRANS-
PORT

INJSTRUCK BY VEH #:

CROSSING ROAD
With Signal
Against Signal
No Signal
Unknown

Not At Crosswalk
In Marked Crosswalk
In Unmarked Crosswalk
Unknown

OTHER ACTIONS
Getting On / Off Vehicle
Standing / Lying / Sitting In Trafficway
Pushing / Working On Vehicle
Behind / In Front of Parked / Stopped Veh.

Working In Trafficway
Playing In Trafficway
Walking / Running In Trafficway
With Traffic

Unknown
Other (Explain)

Against Traffic

SCHOOL INFO.
Going To / From School
Getting On / Off School Bus
Both Of The Above
Unknown (Explain)

NA NA / None NA

PROBABLE CONTRIBUTING CIRCUMSTANCES
Failed To Yield
Distracted / Inattentive

Alcohol
Drugs

Vision Obstructed (Explain)
Physical Impairment (Explain)

Other (Explain)
Unknown (Explain)

DISTRACTED / INATTENTIVE CODE(S) NA ALCOHOL USE

Yes No Unknown

DISTRIBUTION: COPY - AGENCY FILE;     ORIGINAL - MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL - TRAFFIC RECORDS DIVISION - P.O. BOX 568 - JEFFERSON CITY, MO 65102 SHP-2Q    01/12

None

SAFETY
 DEVICES

Other Pedestrian

NA

cl
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n 
eh

eh

aiaiaiaiaaaiaiaiai Vehi
nAnAnAnAAnnAnAnn

MMMMMMMMMM

king Moo

D
Veeehhhh

c
 
n
e

c
n 
e in
r Ve
or Ve

aiaiai Vehi
nnnn
aiaililway ai Vehi
nnnimal Dnn rawn

MMotor VeMotor VVM V hhicle
Parked Motor
Working kkingkkiing MotoMoMMMMMo

AVAILABLAVAILABLAVAILABLAVAILABLAVAILABLE FROME FROME FROME FROME FROM I iInvestigInvestigInvestigInvestiggg i Aating Agating Agating Agating Agg gg gencyencyencyencyyy

AVAILABLE FROM Investigating Agency

TRRPPPP/DIST/PCT GPS COORDINATES (DD MM SS.S FORMAT)
LAT: N LONG: W

ANNCCCCE FROM INTERSECTING

SPEED LIMITFeet

Miles... INT. DIR.
NA

LOCATION

At

After
Before

NA
GEO - CODE

Other
Unknown

ROAD ALIGNMENT
Straight
Unknown (Explain)

Curve
ROAD PROFILE

Level
Uphill

Downhill
Hillcrest

Dip
Unknown (Explain)

ITIOOOOON
SSSnow
IIce / Frost

Slush
Mud / Dirt

Standing Water
Moving Water

Sand / Gravel
Other (Explain)

Unknown (Explain)

ONNDDDDITION
Rain
Snow

Sleet / Hail
Freezing (Temp)

Fog / Mist
Severe Crosswind

Other (Explain)
Unknown (Explain)

Unnkkkknown (Explain)

ouunnnntty Municipality

PHONE NUMBER

AA Crash TypeCrash Type -- The crash 
would normally be shown 
as occurring “On Roadway” 
if the first harmful event in 
the crash events occurred at 
a railway crossing. It would 
also be shown as a collision 
involving “Railway Vehicle” 
if the motor vehicle in 
transport’s first harmful event 
is with a railway vehicle.
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Model Ordinances:

Section 300 pertains to the “Model Traffic Ordinance” in the Missouri state 
statues. The following are not enforceable unless adopted by a local jurisdic-
tion, and may be slightly modified from those models.

300.180. Interference with official traffic-control devices or rail-
road signs or signals. — No person shall, without lawful authority, at-
tempt to or in fact alter, deface, injure, knock down or remove any official 
traffic control device or any railroad sign or signal or any inscription, 
shield or insignia thereon, or any other part thereof. 

300.295. Obedience to signal indication approach of train.

 1.  Whenever any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad 
grade crossing under any of the circumstances stated in this sec-
tion, the driver of such vehicle shall stop within 50 feet, but not 
less than 15 feet, from the nearest rail of such railroad and shall not 
proceed until he can do so safely. The foregoing requirements shall 
apply when:

 (1)  A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device gives 
warning of the immediate approach of a railroad train;

 (2)  A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flagman gives 
or continues to give a signal of approach or passage of a 
railroad train;

Warning and Disclaimer
These statutes were accurate and current as of January 1, 2012. 

It is recommended that the user of this handbook check for any 
possible amendments to these statutes after publication of this 
handbook.
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 (3)  An approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in haz-
ardous proximity to such crossing.

 2.  No person shall drive any vehicle through, around, or under any 
crossing gate or barrier at a railroad crossing while such gate or 
barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.

300.360. Railroad trains not to block streets. It shall be unlawful for 
the directing officer or the operator of any railroad train to direct the op-
eration of or to operate the same in such a manner as to prevent the use 
of any street for purposes of travel for a period of time longer than five 
minutes; provided that this section shall not apply to a moving train or to 
one stopped because of an emergency or for repairs necessary before it 
can proceed safely.

300.400. Obedience of pedestrians to bridge and railroad signals. 

 1. No pedestrian shall enter or remain upon any bridge or approach 
thereto beyond the bridge signal, gate, or barrier after a bridge op-
eration signal indication has been given. 

 2. No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, or under any cross-
ing gate or barrier at a railroad  grade crossing or bridge while such 
gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.

71.013. Train crewman not to be personally liable under city ordi-
nance or state statute for blocking crossing when:

 1.  No member of the railroad train or yard crew shall be held 
criminally guilty of any responsibility of violating a state law or any 
municipal ordinance regulating the occupying or blocking of any 
street or highway railroad crossing at grade by trains or cars, upon 
reasonable proof that his action was necessary to comply with the 
order or instructions, either written or verbal, of his employer or 
its officers or supervisory officials; and provided, that nothing in 
this section shall relieve the employer or railroad from any respon-
sibility placed upon said employer or railroad by any such state law 
or any municipal ordinance.

 2.  Every person, firm, company, or corporation, operating a rail-
road as a common carrier in the state of Missouri and violating the 
provisions of this section shall be fined not less than $50 for each 
separate offense.

304.016. Passing regulations. The following rules shall govern the 
overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the same direction, sub-
ject to the limitations and exceptions hereinafter stated:
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 1.  Movement of trains, engines, railcars, or other movable equip-
ment should be expected at any time on any track from either 
direction.

 2.  Law enforcement officers should never be on the track in front of 
an approaching engine, rail car, or other moving equipment.

 3.   If you chase someone into a rail yard contact the railroad police 
communications center for assistance in searching the yard.

 4.   Never go between coupled or uncoupled railcars without contact-
ing the train crew.

 5.   Since railcars may move without warning, allow 20 feet between 
you and the end of a railcar when crossing tracks.

 6.  After obtaining permission from the conductor to cross through a 
standing train, choose a railcar with crossover platform and hand-
hold. Maintain a firm grip; be prepared for railcar movement. Do 
not step on coupler or uncoupler lever.

 7.  Do not go underneath railcars.

 8.  Never climb on top of railcars.

 9. Park your vehicle clear of all tracks.

back of this manual or the 800 number posted at the crossing. Railroad 
maintenance personnel are on call to handle such malfunctions.

If you encounter problems with the railroad’s failure to repair signals/
gates, you may call the Missouri Department of Transportation, Railroad 
Section at (573) 751-4291 day or night. They have the authority to 
ensure the railroad repair the signals.
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Automatic crossing warnings signals such as flashing lights, gates, 
and bells are designed to activate whenever a train approaches a 
highway-rail grade crossing. Operating times may vary depending on the 
type of control equipment used.

Occasional problems may develop which cause the signal to activate 
in a fail-safe manner, so the signal will function even if no train is 
approaching the crossing. In less than one percent of the time, however, 
a failure of the system may occur in which there is a minimal or no 
warning time before the train reaches the crossing.

A frequent cause of highway-rail crossing signal failures is vandalism. 
Police officers can assist by watching for trespassers or incidents of 
vandalism along the tracks, such as tampering with signal housings. 
Crossing signals should be observed for shattered lenses, which could 
reduce warning effectiveness substantially.

If there is any reason to suspect a problem, please contact the 
involved railroad. Malfunctioning crossing signals should be reported 
immediately, using the 24-hour emergency phone numbers found in the 

property is fenced or otherwise enclosed in a manner designed to 
exclude intruders or as to which notice against trespass is given 
by:

 (1)  Actual communication to the actor; or

 (2)  Posting in a manner reasonably likely to come to the atten-
tion of intruders.

 3.  Trespass in the first degree is a class B misdemeanor.

569.150. Trespass in the second degree. 1. A person commits the 
offense of trespass in the second degree if he enters unlawfully upon real 
property of another. This is an offense of absolute liability.

 2.  Trespass in the second degree is an infraction.
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 4.  No vehicle shall at any time be driven to the left side of the road-
way under the following conditions:

 (2) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 100 
feet of any bridge, viaduct, tunnel, or when approaching 
within 100 feet of or at any intersection or railroad grade 
crossing.

304.030. Certain buses and trucks to stop at railroad crossing, 
when — exception, requirements. Every motor vehicle transporting 
passengers for hire, every school bus, and every motor vehicle transport-
ing high explosives, or poisonous or compressed inflammable gases, and 
every motor vehicle used for the transportation of inflammable or corro-
sive liquids in bulk, whether loaded or empty, shall, upon approaching any 
railroad grade crossing, other than a crossing that is specifically exempted 
from the stopping requirement by order of the division of Motor Carrier 
and Railroad Safety of the Department of Economic Development, be 
brought to a full stop within 50 feet, but not less than 15 feet, from the 
nearest rail of such railroad grade crossing, and shall not proceed until 
due caution has been taken to ascertain that the course is clear, except 
that such full stop shall not be required at a streetcar crossing within a 
business or residence district, nor at a railroad grade crossing protected 
by a watchman or traffic officer on duty or by a traffic control signal (not 
railroad flashing signal) giving positive indication to approaching vehicles 
to proceed, nor when the division of Motor Carrier and Railroad Safety 
has ordered the placement of an exempt sign at the crossing.

304.035. Stop required at railroad grade crossing, when commer-
cial motor vehicles, speed at crossings—penalty.

 1.  When any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade 
crossing, the driver of the vehicle shall operate the vehicle in a 
manner so he will be able to stop, and he shall stop the vehicle not 
less than 15 feet and not more than 50 feet from the nearest rail of 
the railroad track and shall not proceed until he can safely do so if:

 (1)  A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device warns 
of the approach of a railroad train; or

 (2)  A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flagman gives 
or continues to give a signal or warning of the approach or 
passage of a railroad train; or

 (3)  An approaching railroad train is visible and is in hazardous 
proximity to such crossing; or
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 (4)  Any other traffic sign, device or any other act, rule, regula-
tion, or statute requires a vehicle to stop at a railroad grade 
crossing.

 (5) Every commercial motor vehicle as defined in section 
302.700, RSMo, shall, upon approaching a railroad grade 
crossing, be driven at of  rate of speed which will permit said 
commercial motor vehicle to be stopped before reaching the 
nearest rail of such crossing and shall not be driven upon or 
over such crossing until due caution has been taken to as-
certain that the course is clear.  This section does not apply 
to vehicles which are required to stop at railroad crossings 
pursuant to section 304.030.

 2.  No person shall drive any vehicle through, around, or under any 
crossing gate or barrier at a railroad crossing when a train is ap-
proaching while such gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or 
closed.

 3.  Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a 
class C misdemeanor.

 4. No person shall drive a vehicle though a railroad crossing unless 
such vehicle has sufficient undercarriage clearance necessary to 
prevent the undercarriage of the vehicle from contacting the rail-
road crossing. 

 5. Every commercial motor vehicle as defined in section 302.700, 
RSMo, shall, upon approaching a railroad grade crossing, be driven 
at a rate of speed which will permit said commercial motor vehicle 
to be stopped before reaching the nearest  rail of such crossing and 
shall not be driven upon or over such crossing until due caution has 
been taken to ascertain that the course is clear.  This section does 
not apply to vehicles which are required to stop at railroad  cross-
ings  pursuant to section 304.030.

304.331. Alteration or removal of traffic-control devices prohibit-
ed. — No person shall, without lawful authority, attempt to or in fact alter, 
deface, injure, knock down, or remove any official traffic-control device or 
any railroad sign or signal or any inscription, shield or insignia thereon, or 
any other part thereof.

388.625. Railroad police, powers of. Railroad policemen, while en-
gaged in the pursuit of their purposes regarding violations of the law 
which occurred on railroad property, shall have in every county and city 
in this state all law enforcement powers which county and city peace of-
ficers have except for the serving and execution of civil process, provided, 
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however, that a railroad policeman shall not apply for or serve search war-
rants.

389.653. Trespass to railroad property, penalties. 

 1.  Any person who commits the following acts shall be deemed 
guilty of a “trespass to railroad property”:

 (1) Throwing an object at a railroad train or rail-mounted work 
equipment; or,

 (2)  Maliciously or wantonly causing in any manner the derail-
ment of a railroad train, railroad car, or rail-mounted work 
equipment.

 2. Any person committing a trespass to railroad property pursuant to 
this section shall be deemed guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

 3.  As used in this section, “railroad property” includes, but is not 
limited to, any train, locomotive, railroad car, caboose, rail-mounted 
work equipment, rolling stock, work equipment, safety device, 
switch, electronic signal, microwave communication equipment, 
connection, railroad track, rail, bridge, trestle, right-of-way, or any 
other property owned, leased, operated, or possessed by a railroad.

 4. Notwithstanding subsection 2 of this section, any person commit-
ting a trespass to railroad property pursuant to this section who 
discharges a firearm or a weapon at a railroad train or rail-mounted 
work equipment shall be deemed guilty of a class D felony. 

 5. Nothing in this section shall be construed to interfere with either 
the lawful use of a public or private railroad crossing, or as limit-
ing a representative of a labor organization which represents or is 
seeking to represent the employees of the railroad, form conducting 
such business as provided by the Railway Labor Act. 

 6. As used in this section, “railroad property” includes, but is not 
limited to, any train, locomotive, railroad car, caboose, rail-mounted 
work equipment, rolling stock, work equipment, safety device, 
switch, electronic signal, microwave communication equipment, 
connection, railroad track, rail, bridge, trestle, right-of-way or any 
other property owned, leased, operated or possessed by a railroad. 

569.140. Trespass in the first degree.  1. A person commits the crime 
of trespass in the first degree if he knowingly enters unlawfully or know-
ingly remains unlawfully in a building or inhabitable structure or upon real 
property.

 2.  A person does not commit the crime of trespass in the first de-
gree by entering or remaining upon real property unless the real 
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TRAIN STOPPING PROCEDURES 
These procedures apply whenever continued 
train movements would be hazardous to 
persons or property. 

REMEMBER, it can take up to a mile and 
a half for a train to come to a complete stop. 

You should not attempt to actuate railroad 
block signals to stop trains in an emergency. 

All Emergency Service Personnel must be 
cognizant of the inherent dangers associated 
with stopping a train, and shall ensure that 
their actions are consistent with sound 
safety practices. 

NOTIFICATION:  When it is necessary 
to  stop rail traffic, immediately notify 
the   appropriate Railroad Communication/ 
Dispatch Center.  It is very important to 
identify the railroad(s) that operate in your 
community. 

Universal Hand Signal:  To stop a train, 
swing a visible object horizontally in a 
back-and-forth motion at knee-to-hip height, 
at a right angle to the track.  The object can 
be anything that will be visible to the 
Engineer, such as a reflective vest, 
flashlight, yellow emergency blanket or a 
flare.  Upon observing your emergency stop 
signal, the Engineer will acknowledge by 
sounding the train horn twice. 

Unattended Flare/Fusee:  If time permits, 
place a flare/fusee between the rails at least 
two miles in advance of the hazard in both 
directions of travel.  Do not place flare/ 
fusee directly on a wooden railroad tie.  
Immediately after the train comes to a 
complete stop, contact a train crew member 
and advise him/her of the hazard. 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 
FREIGHT RAILROADS 
BNSF 800-832-5452 – press 0 

California Northern Railroad 707-333-3078 

Modesto & Empire Traction 209-524-4631 

Richmond Pacific 510-734-6890 
 510-734-6889 

San Joaquin Valley Railroad 559-592-2505 

Union Pacific Railroad 888-877-7267 

PASSENGER/TRANSIT RAILROADS 
ACE – Altamont Commuter Express 

 209-944-6255 

Amtrak Police Department 800-331-0008 
Train Operations 800-726-1999 
Bus Operations 800-683-4114 

BART 877 679-7000 

Caltrain Commuter Service 
San Jose Control Operations 800-872-4660 
Transit Police 877-723-7245 

Los Angeles Metro 323-563-5000 

Metrolink (Southern California) 888-446-9715 

Sacramento Regional Transit 916-648-8415 

San Diego Coaster 
Emergencies 760-966-6700 
Train Dispatch 888-446-9716 

San Diego Sprinter 
Emergencies 866-502-6673 
Train Dispatch 760-966-6628 

San Diego Trolley 619-595-4960 

San Francisco Muni 415-759-4321 

Santa Clara County VTA 408-321-2300 
 press 4 

Every two hours, a collision occurs 
between a train and a vehicle or 
a train and a pedestrian. 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
GUIDE TO 

RAILROAD LAWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional information, visit 

www.caol.us 
or call 

877-827-2265 
 
 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information provided in this Guide.  Prior to issuing 

citations, code sections should be verified for accuracy. 

Updated:  March 2008 



VEHICLE CODE VIOLATIONS 
22451(a) Veh/Ped failing to stop for railroad 

crossing signal 
22451(b) Veh/Ped drive/walk around lowered 

railroad crossing arms 
22526(c) Anti Gridlock, stopping on railroad 

grade crossing; undercarriage clearance 
21113 Illegal parking of vehicles violating posted 

signs on transit property 
21461(a) Failure to obey official traffic control 

devices, provisions of vehicle code or local 
traffic ordinances 

21650 Wrong side of roadway – enhances 22451(b) 
21651(a) Driving vehicle over or upon center divider 
21752(c) Passing at railroad grade crossing 
22101(d) Failure to obey official device regulating turns 
22450(b) Failure to stop at limit line of stop sign at 

entrance or within railroad crossing 
22452(b) Special vehicles required to stop more than 

15 feet from the tracks before crossing 
(hazmat, buses:  see code for specifics) 

22452(c) Commercial vehicles other than those 
required to stop in 22452(b) must approach 
crossing at a speed where they could stop 
if needed 

22521 Parking within 7½ feet of railroad track 
22656 Storage authority to tow vehicle in violation 

of 22521 

PENAL CODE VIOLATIONS – FELONIES 
212.5(a) Robbery of transit operator or passenger 
214 Train robbery 
218 Train wrecking (attempt) 
219 Wrecking/derailing a train 
219.1 Throw object at common carrier vehicle with 

intent to wreck or cause bodily harm 
219.2 Shoot missile or throw hard object at a train – 

misd/felony – wobbler 
243.3 Battery on transit personnel or passenger – 

misd/felony 
245.2 Assault with deadly weapon on transit 

personnel or passenger 
459 Burglary – includes freight container cars 
481.1(a) Fare media; counterfeit, forge or alter 
587.1 Removes, displaces, injures or destroys any 

part of any railroad 
587.2 Place objects on the rail – misd/felony 
587.1(b) Move locomotive without authorization 

creating the likelihood of injury 
625c Willfully tampering with a transit vehicle or 

placing an obstruction that causes bodily 
injury or willfully setting a vehicle in motion 
while it is at rest and unattended 

PENAL CODE VIOLATIONS – MISD. 
241.3 Assault on transit personnel or passenger 
369d Leave railroad right of way gate open 
369g(a) Drive vehicle on railroad track/right of way 
369g(b) Drive vehicle on County transit agency track/ROW 
369h Operating light that may be mistaken for 

railroad signal 
369i(a) Trespassing-Interfering with RR operations 
369i(b) Trespassing-Interfering with RR operations of 

County transit agency 
402 Sightseeing at scene of an emergency 
481.1(b) Possess counterfeit/altered fare media 
555 Trespass on posted property (signs every 600 ft) 
587a Tamper with air brakes or safety equipment 
587b Trespass on railroad train 
587c  Fare evasion 
587.1(a) Move locomotive without permission 
590 Tamper with railroad milepost marker 

PC – TRANSIT-RELATED INFRACTIONS 
602.7 Peddling without permission of transit 

authority (SFBARTD or SCRTD only) 
602.8(a) Trespass on posted property (infraction 

in some counties) 
640(b)(1) Fare evasion 
640(b)(2) Misuse of fare media 
640(b)(3) Play sound equipment 
640(b)(4) Smoke/eat/drink 
640(b)(5) Spit on system 
640(b)(6) Boisterous, unruly behavior 
640(b)(8) Urinating or defecating in transit 

system/vehicle 
640(b)(10) Skateboarding, roller skating, 

rollerblading or bicycling in any system 
facility, vehicle or parking structure 

640(b)11(A)  Unauthorized use of a discount ticket 
647(h) Loitering on private property without lawful 

business 

REFERENCE SECTIONS 
783 PC Offenses on public transit can be 

adjudicated where trip terminates and/or 
report is made 

2188 Civil  Passenger ejection authorization for 
system rules violation  

7656 PUC  Passenger must display ticket on request; 
failure to do so may result in ejection  

It can take up to a mile and a half 
for a train to STOP. 

INVESTIGATION CHECKLIST 
ENGINEER’S INFORMATION: 

• Name 
• Work Address 
• DOB 
• Work Telephone Number 
• Time of Collision 
• Estimated Train Speed 

NOTE: Drivers License number is not permitted on 
report per CVC 12953 

CONDUCTOR’S INFORMATION: 
• Name 
• Work Address 
• DOB 
• Work Telephone Number 

NOTE: Drivers License number is not permitted on 
report per CVC 12953 

TRAIN INFORMATION: 
• Lead engine number (total number of engines) 
• Preservation/disposition of event recorder 
• Train ID number 
• Number of cars in the train 
• Name and address of railroad operating train 
• Name of the host railroad (owner of tracks) 
• Additional train crew member 

ENGINE INSPECTION: 
• Headlight working? 
• Horn working? 
• Bell working? 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: 
• Train car number stopped on the crossing 
• Distance from train car to POI 
• Additional witnesses (do not use passengers) 
• Gear shift position on vehicle involved 
• Key ignition position/Radio volume position 

If no additional information is needed from the train 
crew, consider releasing the train. 

RAILROAD CROSSING SIGNALS: 
• Identify the type of crossing – Gates/Bells/Lights 

or Lights/Bells or Crossbuck/Stop Sign, etc. 
• Railroad crossing device operating upon your 

arrival?  Gates in down position?  Note in your 
report. 

OTHER CROSSING CHARACTERISTICS: 
• Advance warning signs in place 
• Crossing surface – visual obstructions 
• Pavement markings 
• DOT/AAR crossing ID number 
• Citation issued to driver 
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CRIMINAL LAW TITLE 16 & TITLE 46 
16-12-126  

16-7-1 

16-8-2 

16-7-21 

46-8-194  

46-8-380  

46-8-197 

46-8-230  

46-8-231 

46-8-232 

46-8-381 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEORGIA MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS 

COMMONLY VIOLATED AT  
HIGHWAY RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS 

 

Georgia Operation Lifesaver is aware of motor vehicle 
violations at highway-railroad grade crossings throughout 
the State of Georgia.  Georgia Operation Lifesaver works 
closely with our law enforcement partners around the 
state to prevent highway-railroad grade collisions.  A 
collision with a train and/or a crossing traffic control 
devices by a motor vehicle can result in the following: 

• Injury and/or fatalities to motor vehicle operators, 
rail passengers, and pedestrians, 

• Longer traffic delays at and near the crossing, 
• Local or regional environmental contamination, 
• Increased congestion to adjacent crossings, 
• Property damage to the crossing, nearby structures, 

and railroad rolling stock, and 
• Railroad operational delays 

Violations may occur due to many reasons, and 
included but are not limited to the following: 

• Risky behavior by individuals challenging the laws 
and traffic control devices 

• Lack of knowledge of the laws pertaining to 
crossings 

• Unfamiliarity with the visual and/or movement 
perception of trains 

• Lack of awareness of train operations 
• Infrequent use of the crossing by a train 

 
MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS THAT MUST BE OBSERVED 
State of Georgia motor vehicle laws can be found in Title 
XXIII, Motor Vehicles, Chapter 316, State Uniform Traffic 
Control and at the Internet web address: 
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/.  State of Georgia laws 
regarding Commercial Vehicle Drivers adhere to the Code 
of Federal Regulations, Title 49. 

 

STATE OF GEORGIA LAWS THAT ARE APPLICABLE TO 
CROSSINGS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

O.C.G.A. § 40-6-26 GEORGIA STATUTES – 
INTERFERENCE WITH OFFICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL 

DEVICES OR  RAILROAD SIGNS OR SIGNALS  
(a) No person shall, without lawful authority, attempt to 
or in fact alter, deface, injure, knock down, or remove any 
official traffic-control device or any railroad sign or signal 
or any inscription, shield, or insignia thereon or any other 
part thereof. 
(b) No person shall, without lawful authority, drive around 
or through or ignore any official traffic-control device so 
as to go onto an officially closed highway or road or onto 
a section of highway or road before it has been officially 
opened to the public. This Code section shall not apply to 
police officers in the performance of their duties, to 
individuals domiciled or making their livelihood within the 
affected area, or to any person authorized to be in the 
affected area by the appropriate municipal, county, or 
state officer. 
O.C.G.A. § 40-6-45 FURTHER LIMITATIONS ON 
DRIVING TO LEFT OF CENTER OF ROADWAY 
(a) No vehicle shall be driven on the left side of a roadway 
designed and authorized for traffic traveling in opposite 
directions under the following conditions: 
(2) When traversing any: (B) Railroad grade crossing 
 
O.C.G.A.§40-6-140.  OBEDIENCE TO SIGNAL 
INDICATING APPROACH OF TRAIN; REASONABLE 
AND PRUDENT STANDARD FOR CROSSING 
RAILROAD GRADE 

(a) Whenever any person driving a vehicle approaches 
a railroad grade crossing, such driver shall stop 
within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the 
nearest rail of such railroad and shall not proceed 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/


until he can safely do so when: 
   (1) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal 
device gives warning of the immediate approach of 
a train; 
   (2) A crossing gate is lowered or a human flagman 
gives or continues to give a signal of the approach 
of the passage of a train; or 
   (3) An approaching train is plainly visible and is in 
hazardous proximity to such crossing. 
(b) No person shall drive any vehicle through, 
around, or under any crossing gate or barrier at a 
railroad crossing while such gate or barrier is closed 
or is being opened or closed. 
(c) If no electric or mechanical signal device is giving 
warning of the immediate approach of a train, no 
crossing gate or barrier is closed, there is no stop 
sign at the crossing, and there is no human flagman 
giving warning, all drivers shall slow to a reasonable 
and prudent speed and verify that there is no 
approaching train prior to proceeding. For the 
purposes of this subsection, "a reasonable and 
prudent speed" means a speed slow enough to 
enable the driver to safely stop the vehicle prior to 
reaching the nearest rail of such crossing. 
(d) No person shall drive a vehicle over a railroad 
grade crossing when a train is approaching. 
(e) No person shall drive a vehicle over a railroad 
grade crossing if there is insufficient space to drive 
completely through the crossing without stopping. 
(f) No person shall drive a vehicle over a railroad 
grade crossing if there is insufficient undercarriage 
clearance for the vehicle to negotiate the crossing. 

 
O.C.G.A. § 40-6-142.  Certain vehicles to stop at all 
railroad  

 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code 
section, the driver of any motor vehicle carrying 
passengers for hire, any bus, whether or not operated for 
hire, or of any school bus, whether carrying any school 
children or empty, or of any vehicle carrying any 
hazardous material listed in Section 392.10 of Title 49 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations as those regulations 
currently exist or as they may in the future be amended or 
in regulations adopted by the commissioner of public 
safety, before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a 
railroad, shall stop such vehicle within 50 feet but not less 

than 15 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and 
while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions 
along such track for any approaching train and for signals 
indicating the approach of a train and shall not proceed 
until he or she can do so safely. After stopping as required 
in this Code section and upon proceeding when it is safe 
to do so, the driver of any such vehicle shall cross only in 
such gear of the vehicle that there will be no necessity for 
changing gears while traversing such crossing, and the 
driver shall not shift gears while crossing the track or 
tracks. 
(b) No stop need be made at any such crossing where: 
   (1) Traffic is directed to proceed by a police officer, a 
firefighter, or a railroad flagman; 
   (2) A traffic-control signal directs traffic to proceed; 
   (3) The highway crosses an abandoned railroad track 
which is marked with a sign indicating its abandoned 
status, where such signs are erected by or under the 
direction of the local or state authority having jurisdiction 
over the highway; or 
   (4) The highway crosses an industrial siding or spur track 
marked "exempt," where such signs are erected by or 
under the direction of the local or state authority having 
jurisdiction over the highway.a gear of the vehicle so that 
there will be no necessity for changing gears while traversing the 
crossing, and the driver shall not shift gears while crossing the 
track or tracks. 

O.C.G.A. § 40-6-143, Moving heavy equipment at 
railroad grade crossings 
(1)  (a) No person shall operate or move a crawler-type 

tractor, steam shovel, derrick, roller, or any 
equipment or structure having a normal operating 
speed of ten miles per hour or less or a vertical body 
or load clearance of less than one-half inch per foot 
of the distance between any two adjacent axles or in 
any event of less than nine inches, measured above 
the level surface of a roadway, upon or across any 
tracks at a railroad grade crossing without first 
complying with this Code section. 
(b) Notice of any such intended crossing shall be 
given to a station agency of such railroad and a 
reasonable time shall be given to such railroad to 
provide proper protection at such crossing. 
(c) Before making any such crossing, the person 
operating or moving any such vehicle or equipment 
shall first stop it not less than 15 feet nor more than 

50 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and 
while so stopped shall listen and look in both 
directions along such track for any approaching train 
and for signals indicating the approach of a train and 
shall not proceed until the crossing can be made 
safely. 
(d) No such crossing shall be made when warning is 
given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a 
flagman or otherwise of the immediate approach of a 
railroad train or car. If a flagman is provided by the 
railroad, movement over the crossing shall be under 
his direction.and look in both directions along the track 
for any approaching train and for signals indicating the 
approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the crossing 
can be made safely. 

(2) No such crossing shall be made when warning is being 
given by automatic signal or crossing gates or a flagger or 
otherwise of the immediate approach of a railroad train or 
car. If a flagger is provided by the railroad, movement over 
the crossing shall be under his or her direction. 

O.C.G.A. §40-6-203  Stopping, standing, or parking 
prohibited in specified places; stopping or standing 
for collecting municipal solid waste or recovered 
materials  
 (a) Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other 
traffic, or in compliance with law or the directions of a 
police officer or official traffic-control device, no person 
shall: 
   (1) Stop, stand, or park a vehicle: (H) On any railroad 
tracks; (3) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 
except temporarily for the purpose of and while actually 
engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers: 
      (A) Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad 
crossing; or 
O.C.G.A. § 40-6-396 Homicide by interference with 
official traffic-control device or railroad sign or 
signal; serious injury by interference with official 
traffic-control device or railroad sign or signal 
(a) Any person who, without malice aforethought, causes 
the death of another person through the violation of 
subsection (a) of Code Section 40-6-26 commits the 
offense of homicide by interference with an official 
traffic-control device or railroad sign or signal and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not less than two nor more than 15 years. 
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About Operation Lifesaver 

 
Minnesota Operation Lifesaver, Inc. is part of national Operation 
Lifesaver, Inc., a non-profit educational organization dedicated to ending 
crashes, deaths and injuries at highway-rail crossings and on railroad 
property.  
 
Operation Lifesaver's (OL's) role is public safety education and its 
mission is to teach people how to make safe decisions around tracks and 
trains. We want drivers and pedestrians to understand the signs, signals 
and conditions they might encounter. Operation Lifesaver also advises 
people how to report highway-rail grade crossing equipment 
malfunctions.  
 
Operation Lifesaver promotes the 3 E's: Education, Engineering and 
Enforcement. Operation Lifesaver educates the public about highway-rail 
grade crossing and pedestrian safety, endorses continuous safety 
improvements at highway-rail grade crossings through design and 
technology and encourages active enforcement of laws governing 
crossings. 
 
Operation Lifesaver offers free railroad safety presentations to schools, 
service clubs, senior citizen centers, driver education students, 
professional drivers, and other organizations.  These presentations 
consist of a very important message of how to avoid the dangers of 
railroad property and railroad crossings.   
 
This booklet seeks to assist law enforcement officers and other first 
responders to safely investigate those crashes when they do occur. 

 
 

 
Minnesota Operation Lifesaver, Inc. 
2515 White Bear Ave., Suite #126 

Maplewood, Minnesota 55109 
651-328-3259  

www.mnoperationlifesaver.org 

http://www.mnoperationlifesaver.org/�
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Resources 

 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
395 John Ireland Boulevard • St. Paul, MN 55155-1899 
Phone: 800/657-3774 • 800/627-3529 (TTY, Voice, ASCII) 
Website: www.dot.state.mn.us 
 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Rail Planning and Program Development 
Website: www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/railcontacts.html 
 
Federal Railroad Administration 
Office of Public Affairs 202/493-6024 
Website: www.fra.dot.gov 
 
Operation Lifesaver, Inc. 
National Support Center 800/537-6224 
Website: www.oli.org 
 
Federal Highway Administration 
Office of Public Affairs 202/366-0660 
Website: www.fhwa.dot.gov 
 
Federal Transit Administration 
Office of Safety and Security 202/366-2896 
Website: www.fta.dot.gov 
 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
Office of Public Affairs 202/366-9550 
Website: http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/ 
 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Central Regional Office 630/377-8177 
Website: www.ntsb.gov 
 
American Trucking Associations 
Safety Policy Department 730/838-1847 
Website: http://www.truckline.com/index 
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Rules of the Road 
 
169.14 Speed Limits, Zones: Radar. 
 
Subdivision 1. Duty to drive with due care. No person shall drive a vehicle on 
a highway at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the 
conditions. Every driver is responsible for becoming and remaining aware of the 
actual and potential hazards then existing on the highway and must use due care 
in operating a vehicle.  In every event speed shall be so restricted as may be 
necessary to avoid colliding with any person, vehicle or other conveyance on or 
entering the highway in compliance with legal requirements and the duty of all 
persons to use due care. 
 
Subd. 3. Reduced speed required. (a) The driver of any vehicle shall, 
consistent with the requirements, drive at an appropriate reduced speed when 
approaching or passing an authorized emergency vehicle stopped with 
emergency lights flashing on any street or highway, when approaching and 
crossing an intersection or railway grade crossing, when approaching and 
going around a curve, when approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon any 
narrow or winding roadway, and when special hazards exist with respect to 
pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of weather or highway conditions. 
 
169.18 Driving Rules 
Subd. 5. Driving left of roadway center; exception. (a) No vehicle shall be 
driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing 
another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless such left side is clearly 
visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit 
such overtaking and passing to be completely made without interfering with the 
safe operation of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction or any 
vehicle overtaken. In every event the overtaking vehicle must return to the right-
hand side of the roadway before coming within 100 feet of any vehicle 
approaching from the opposite direction. 
(b) Except on a one-way roadway or as provided in paragraph  
(c), no vehicle shall, in overtaking and passing another vehicle or at any other 
time, be driven to the left half of the roadway under the following conditions: 
(1) when approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where 
the driver's view along the highway is obstructed within a distance of 700 feet; 
(2) when approaching within 100 feet of any underpass or tunnel, railroad grade 
crossing, intersection within a city, or intersection outside of a city if the 
presence of the intersection is marked by warning signs; or 
(3) where official signs are in place prohibiting passing, or a distinctive 
centerline is marked, which distinctive line also so prohibits passing, as declared 
in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices adopted by the 
commissioner. 
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169.26 Special Stops at Railroad Crossing.  
    
Subdivision 1. Requirements. (a) Except as provided in section 169.28, 
subdivision 1, when any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade 
crossing under any of the circumstances stated in this paragraph, the driver shall 
stop the vehicle not less than ten feet from the nearest railroad track and shall 
not proceed until safe to do so and until the roadway is clear of traffic so that the 
vehicle can proceed without stopping until the rear of the vehicle is at least ten 
feet past the farthest railroad track. These requirements apply when:  
(1) a clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device warns of the immediate 
approach of a railroad train; or 
(2) an approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous proximity. 
(b) The fact that a moving train approaching a railroad grade crossing is visible 
from the crossing is prima facie evidence that it is not safe to proceed. 
(c) The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain stopped and not traverse the 
grade crossing when a human flagger signals the approach or passage of a train 
or when a crossing gate is lowered warning of the immediate approach or 
passage of a railroad train. No person may drive a vehicle past a flagger at a 
railroad crossing until the flagger signals that the way is clear to proceed or 
drive a vehicle past a lowered crossing gate. 
 
Subd. 1a. Violation. A police officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle if 
the police officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the 
vehicle in violation of subdivision 1 within the past four hours. 
 
Subd. 2. Misdemeanor. (a) A driver who violates subdivision 1 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
(b) The owner or, in the case of a leased vehicle, the lessee of a motor vehicle is 
guilty of a petty misdemeanor if a motor vehicle owned or leased by that person 
is operated in violation of subdivision 1. This paragraph does not apply to a 
lessor of a motor vehicle if the lessor keeps a record of the name and address of 
the lessee. This paragraph does not apply if the motor vehicle operator is 
prosecuted for violating subdivision 1. A violation of this paragraph does not 
constitute grounds for revocation or suspension of the owner's or lessee's driver's 
license. 
 
Subd. 3. Driver training.   All driver education courses approved by the 
commissioner of public safety must include instruction on railroad-highway 
grade crossing safety. The commissioner of public safety shall by rule establish 
minimum standards of course content relating to operation of vehicles at 
railroad-highway grade crossings. 
 
 
 

http://ros.leg.mn/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=169.28&year=2006#stat..1�
http://ros.leg.mn/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=169.28&year=2006#stat..1�
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169.34 Prohibitions; Stopping, Parking 
 
(a) No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to 
avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police 
officer or traffic-control device, in any of the following places: 
(1) on a sidewalk; 
(2) in front of a public or private driveway; 
(3) within an intersection; 
(4) within ten feet of a fire hydrant; 
(5) on a crosswalk; 
(6) within 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection; 
(7) within 30 feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign, or traffic-
control signal located at the side of a roadway; 
(8) between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of points on the 
curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different length is 
indicated by signs or markings; 
(9) within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing; 
(10) within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of 
a street opposite the entrance to any fire station within 75 feet of said entrance 
when properly signposted; 
(11) alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such 
stopping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic; 
(12) on the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of 
a street; 
(13) upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a 
highway tunnel, except as otherwise provided by ordinance; 
(14) at any place where official signs prohibit stopping. 
(b) No person shall move a vehicle not owned by such person into any 
prohibited area or away from a curb such distance as is unlawful. 
(c) No person shall, for camping purposes, leave or park a travel trailer on or 
within the limits of any highway or on any highway right-of-way, except where 
signs are erected designating the place as a campsite. 
(d) No person shall stop or park a vehicle on a street or highway when directed 
or ordered to proceed by any peace officer invested by law with authority to 
direct, control, or regulate traffic. 
 

Tractor, Slow Low & Special Vehicles 
 
169.28 Certain Vehicles to Stop at Railroad Crossing. 
 
Subdivision 1. (a) The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, 
or of any school bus whether carrying passengers or not, or of any Head Start 
bus whether carrying passengers or not, or of any vehicle that is required to stop 
at railroad grade crossings under Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 
392.10, must stop before crossing at grade any railroad tracks not less than 15 

http://ros.leg.mn/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=392.10&year=2006�
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feet nor more than 50 feet from the nearest rail and while so stopped shall listen 
and look in both directions along the right of way for any approaching train, and 
for signals indicating the approach of a train.  Except as provided in Subd 1 (b) 
(c) & (d). 

Exempt crossing:     
 
169.28 Subd. 2. (a) 1. 2. & 3, The commissioner may designate a crossing as an 
exempt crossing if the rail line on which service has been abandoned or the rail 
line carries fewer then five trains each year, traveling at speeds of ten miles per 
hour or less, or as agreed to by the operating railroad and the Department of 
Transportation, following a diagnostic review of the crossing 
 

Railroad Rule 
 
169.28 Subd. 2 (b) The commissioner shall direct the railroad to erect at the 
crossing signs bearing the word "Exempt" that conform to section 169.06. A 
train must not proceed across an exempt crossing unless a police officer is 
present to direct traffic or a railroad employee is on the ground to warn traffic 
until the train enters the crossing.  The installation or presence of an exempt sign 
does not relieve a driver of the duty to use due care. 
 

Highway User 
 
169.28 Subd. 2 (c) Vehicles that must stop at grade crossings under subdivision 
1 is not required to stop at a marked exempt crossing unless directed otherwise 
by a police officer or a railroad employee. 
 
 
169.29 Crossing Railroad Tracks with Certain Equipment.

  
 
(a) No person shall operate or move any caterpillar tractor, steam shovel, 
derrick, roller, or any equipment or structure having a normal operating speed of 
six or less miles per hour or a vertical body or load clearance of less than nine 
inches above the level surface of a roadway upon or across any tracks at a 
railroad grade crossing without first complying with paragraph (b), (c) & (d) of 
this section.   
(b) The person operating any vehicle in this section shall first stop the same not 
less than ten, nor more than 50, feet from the nearest rail, look in both directions 
for approaching trains and shall not proceed until the crossing can be made 
safely. 
 
 

http://ros.leg.mn/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=169.06&year=2006�
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(c) No crossing shall be made when warning by automatic signal or crossing 
gates or a flagger of the immediate approach of a train or car. 
(d) No stop need be made at a crossing on which service has been abandoned or 
the crossing is Exempt, unless directed otherwise by a flagger. The installation 
or presence of an exempt sign shall not relieve any driver of the duty to use due 
care. 

169.443 Safety of School Children; Bus Driver’s Duties.   
 
Subdivision 1. Using bus signals. A driver of a school bus shall activate the 
prewarning flashing amber signals of the bus before stopping to load or unload 
school children.  
 
Subd. 2. Use of stop-signal arm. (a) The stop-signal arm system of a school bus 
must be used in conjunction with the flashing red signals only when the school 
bus is stopped on a street or highway to load or unload school children. 
 
Subd. 3.(4) When signals not used. School bus drivers shall not activate the 
prewarning flashing amber signals or flashing red signals and shall not use the 
stop arm signal at railroad grade crossings. 
 

  Warning Devices   
 
219.06 Signs at Crossings. 
A railroad company shall maintain proper and conspicuous signs indicating the 
grade crossing. A railroad company failing to comply with this section shall 
forfeit to the town or municipality having charge of the road $10 for each day 
the failure continues. 
 
219.17 Uniform Warning Signs. 
The commissioner shall require that uniform warning signs be placed at grade 
crossings. There must be at least three distinct types of warning signs: a home 
crossing sign, an approach crossing sign, and, when deemed necessary, a stop 
sign with the word "stop" plainly appears on it. 
 
219.20 Stop Signs. 
Subdivision 1. When installation required;  
At each grade crossing where, because of the dangers for persons approaching a 
RR crossing to stop before crossing the railroad tracks, stop signs must be 
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installed. The government entity responsible for a road that crosses a 
railroad track deems it necessary to install stop signs at that crossing, shall 
petition the commissioner to order the installation of the stop signs. Within 30 
days after notification, the railway company shall erect the uniform stop 
crossing signs in accordance with the commissioner's order. 
 

Highway User Rule 
 
219.20 Stop Sign. 
Subd. 2. Stopping distances. When a stop sign has been erected at a railroad 
crossing, the driver of a vehicle approaching a railroad crossing shall stop within 
50 feet, but not less than ten feet, from the nearest track of the crossing and shall 
proceed only upon exercising due care. 
 

Railroad Rule 
 
219.567 Failure to Ring Bell. 
An engineer driving a locomotive who fails to ring the bell or sound the whistle 
on the locomotive, or have it rung or sounded in accordance with Federal 
Railroad Administration regulations under United States Code, title 49, section 
20153, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
219.24 Additional Safeguard. 
If the commissioner finds after investigation or upon complaint and after notice 
and hearing, that a grade crossing requires additional safeguards to protect life 
and property, such as crossing gates or other suitable devices, the commissioner 
shall specify the nature of the devices required and may order the railway 
company to install them. 

 
Crossing Treatment Procedures 

Grade Crossing Installation and Maintenance 
 

161.20 General Powers of Commissioner. 
Subdivision 1. Provisions of Constitution. The commissioner shall carry out 
the provisions of article 14, section 2 of the Constitution of the state of 
Minnesota. 
 
Acquisition of property; buildings; relocation of corners; agreements 
with railroads; contracts. 
 
Subd. 2. Acquisition of property; buildings; relocation of corners; 
agreements with railroads; contracts. (a) The commissioner is authorized to 
acquire land and property as provided for in Subd. 2 (1), (2), (3) and (4) to 
contract on an equitable basis with railroad companies for the installation and 
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reinstallation of safety devices at trunk highway-railroad grade crossings, and 
for the construction, reconstruction, and maintenance of bridges and approaches 
existing or necessary for the separation of grades at railroad and trunk highway 
intersections. 
 

Commissioner’s Rules on Grade Crossings 
 
219.073 Commissioner’s Rules on Grade Crossings. 
In accordance with chapter 14, the commissioner of transportation adopted rules 
that pertain to standards governing the establishment, vacation, relocation, 
consolidation, and separation of grades at public grade crossings. In adopting the 
standards, the commissioner shall consider that the number of grade crossings in 
this state should be reduced and that public safety will be enhanced by reducing 
the number of grade crossings. 
 
Excerpt from, Minnesota Railroad-Highway Grade Crossing Safety 
Improvement Minnesota Grade Crossing Program 2003 pg. 7 
 
Mn/DOT has developed a crossing closure initiative to enhance safety by 
reducing the number of public grade crossings in the state. Potential projects to 
facilitate crossing closure include installing signals at adjacent crossings, 
improving roadway alignments and constructing/improving parallel roads. 
Federal and state funds may be available to assist in financing these 
improvements.  
Grade crossings to be identified for possible closure: 
1. A grade crossing where either an incident involving a fatality or two property 
damage or personal injury collision occurred within the last five years, or 
2. An alternate grade crossing or grade separation is available within one-quarter 
mile in an urban area, or one mile in a rural area, and 
3. The grade crossing: 
a. Is located in an urban area and has a current ADT of 750 vehicles or less; or 
b. Is located in a rural area and has current ADT of 50 vehicles or less; or 
c. Has sight distance obstructions or an alignment, which creates unsafe 
conditions at that grade crossing. 

 
Grade Crossing Change, Vacation 

 
219.074 Grade Crossing Change, Vacation. 
Subdivision 1. Agreement; hearing. Public officials having authority and a 
railway company operating the railroad may agree to the vacation, relocation, 
consolidation, or separation of grades at grade crossings. If agreement cannot be 
reached concerning these matters or on a reasonable division of expense, either 
party may file a petition with the commissioner, and submitting the matter for 
determination. The commissioner shall then conduct a hearing under chapter 14 
section 219.073 and make a determination. The commissioner may also bring 

http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=219.073&year=2006�
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matters concerning vacation, relocation, consolidation, or separation of grades at 
public grade crossings to the commissioner for determination. If the 
commissioner determines that the vacation, relocation, consolidation, or 
separation is consistent with the standards adopted under section 219.073, the 
commissioner may order the crossing vacated, relocated, consolidated, or 
separated.  
 

Crossing Vacation Program 
 
219.074 Subd. 2. Crossing vacation program.  
The commissioner is empowered to develop a list of grade crossings proposed to 
be vacated by applying standards adopted under section 219.073. Grade 
crossings that are part of an abandonment, closing, or removal may not be 
included in the list.  
The commissioner shall notify the public officials having the necessary authority 
and the railway companies operating the railroads of the proposed vacations. 
Affected parties may request a hearing.  The commissioner shall hold a 
contested case hearing per the rules under section 219.073. If the commissioner 
determines that the vacation is consistent with the standards under section 
219.073, the commissioner may order the crossing vacated. If a request for a 
hearing on a particular crossing is not received within 30 days of the publication 
in the State Register, the commissioner shall order the crossing vacated.  

 
Crossing Inventory 

 
219.074 Subd. 3. Crossing inventory.  
The commissioner is empowered to keep and maintain all public and private 
grade crossings in the state and shall annually revise the inventory to reflect 
grade crossing changes made under this section. 
 
219.14 Railroad Crossing Protected 
Subdivision 1. Investigation; The commissioner of transportation on the 
commissioner's own motion may investigate and determine whether a railroad  
 
crossing over a street or public highway, that is or will be opened to public 
travel, is or will be dangerous to life or property. The commissioner may order 
the crossing protected in any manner the commissioner finds reasonable and 
proper, including requiring the company to separate the grades. 
 
Subd. 2. Hearing. The commissioner shall give the interested railroad company 
and road authority notice of the investigation as the commissioner deems 
reasonable, and an opportunity to be heard before an order is made. 
 
 

http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=219.073&year=2006�
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=219.073&year=2006�
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=219.073&year=2006�
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/getpub.php?type=s&num=219.073&year=2006�
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219.39 Dangerous Crossing; Complaint, Hearing. 
Upon written complaint the governing body of a city or county, by the board of 
supervisors of a town, or by authorized officers of a subject railroad, alleging 
that a railroad crossing a street, road, or highway in the city, town, or county is 
dangerous to life and property, and giving the reasons for the allegations, the 
commissioner shall investigate the matters contained in the complaint and, when 
necessary, initiate a hearing. 

 
Railroad Rules 

Speeds and Blocked Crossings 
 
219.383 Safe Operation of Train Over Road 
Subdivision 1. Speed fixed. The commissioner of transportation, on petition of a 
city council or railway corporation, may fix and determine the speed an engine 
or train over a railroad crossing of a public highway or street in that city. 
 
Subd. 2. Maximum speed. Where the commissioner has fixed the speed of an 
engine or train over a public roadway in a city, the fixed speed is the lawful 
maximum speed at which an engine or train may be operated over that public 
roadway, until changed by order of the commissioner. 
 
Subd. 3 Highway railroad grade crossing Blockage: It is unlawful in the State of 
Minnesota for the Railroad to permit any train our engine to obstruct public 
travel at a highway-rail grade crossing for a period in excess of ten minutes, 
except where the train is continuously moving or cannot be moved due to 
circumstances beyond the railroads control. 
 
Subd. 4. Penalty. A railway corporation violating this section is guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor. A corporation that commits a second or subsequent violation of 
this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 
Vandalism 

219.30 Injuries, Destroying Sign 
It is unlawful for a person to maliciously injure, remove, displace, deface, or 
destroy railroad signs or signals. 
 
609.851 False Traffic Signal. 
Subdivision 1. Misdemeanor. A person is guilty of a misdemeanor if the person 
exhibits a false light or signal or interferes with a light, signal, or sign 
controlling or guiding traffic on a highway, railroad track, navigable waters, or 
in the air. 
Subd. 2. Felony. A person who violates subdivision 1 and knows that doing so 
creates a risk of death or bodily harm or serious property damage is guilty of a 
felony.  
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169.073 Prohibited Light or Signal. 
(a) No person or corporation shall place, maintain or display any red light or red 
sign, signal, or lighting device or maintain it in view of any highway or any line 
of railroad on or over which trains are operated in such a way as to interfere with 
the effectiveness or efficiency of any highway traffic-control device or signals 
or devices used in the operation of a railroad.  
 
(b) No person or corporation shall maintain or display any light after written 
notice from the commissioner of transportation to remove the light which 
constitutes a traffic hazard. 
 
169.08 Unlawful to Possess, Alter, Deface, or Remove Sign. 
No person shall, without lawful authority, possess, or attempt to or in fact alter, 
deface, injure, knock down, or remove any official traffic-control device or any 
railroad sign or signal or any inscription, shield, or insignia thereon, or any other 
part thereof. 
 

609.85 Crimes against Railroad Employees and Property;  
Penalty.  Trespass 
 
Whoever throws or deposits any type of debris, waste material, or other 
obstruction on any railroad track or whoever causes damage or causes another 
person to damage, tamper, change or destroy any railroad track, switch, bridge, 
trestle, tunnel, signal or moving equipment used in providing rail services, with 
intention to cause injury, accident or derailment.  This includes, 
Subd. 6 Trespass; allowing animals on tracks 
Whoever intentionally trespasses, or who permits animals under the person's 
control to trespass on a railroad track, yard, or bridge is guilty of a 
misdemeanor.  

 
Private Crossings 

 
Preamble to this section on Private Crossings in reference to 219.165  
Private crossing incidents account for approximately 13 percent of all grade 
crossing collisions in the State of Minnesota in 2006; therefore the 
Commissioner is empowered under Statute 219.165 to establish safety standards 
for private grade crossings.  
 

Railroad Rule 
 
219.13 Farm Crossing. 
A railroad company constructing a railroad so as to leave parts of a farm on 
different sides of the road shall construct a proper farm crossing at some place 
convenient for that farm. 
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Property Owner Rule 
 

219.35 Crossing and Drain. 
 
Persons owning lands abutting upon a railroad may construct, at their own 
expense, crossings under, over, or across the railroad and drains under and 
across the railroad at places and in ways that do not obstruct or impair the use of 
the railroad. Before constructing them, the owner must submit a detailed plan to 
the Railroad for all construction including future maintenance costs which will 
be paid by the property owner.  
 

Railroad Rule 
 
219.36 Gate at Farm Crossing. 
A railroad company, which erects at a farm crossing a gate for the exclusive use 
of the owner and occupants of that farm, provides a lock for the gate, and 
delivers the key for the lock to the owner or occupant, is not liable to the owner 
or occupant for an animal killed or injured because the gate was left open 
without fault of the company, unless the killing or injury resulted from the 
wanton or malicious act of the company or its employees. 
 

Article I. Highway-rail Grade Crossing Incidents 
 
Collisions involving trains and motor vehicles or other highway 
conveyance where roadways cross railroad lines are governed by federal 
laws and regulations, and they are not subject to state or local highway 
laws. 
 
Laws Governing Railroad Employees Involved in Railroad Incidents 
 
The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) regulates rail safety in the U.S.  As 
part of its safety mission, FRA conducts alcohol and drug tests on train crews 
who have been involved in major accidents.  FRA’s alcohol and drug testing 
regulations (Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations  Part 219) exempt a train 
crew who has been involved in a highway-rail grade crossing accident from 
Federal testing.  Why?  Because trains have much longer stopping distances than 
cars, trucks, and other motor vehicles.  At 55 mph, it can take a train more than a 
mile to stop.  For this reason, the crew has little or no chance to avoid an impact 
by the time they have spotted a person or vehicle stopped on the tracks.  FRA 
regulations preempt state and local regulations requiring testing of railroad 
employees after train accidents, but there is an exception for enforcement of 
state and local criminal laws.  Local police may test a train crew under their own 
authority if they have probable cause to believe that the crew contributed to the 
cause or severity of a highway-rail grade crossing accident.   As explained  
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above, the train crew’s involvement in a fatal crash should not be the lone factor 
in determining whether probable cause for testing exists.  For more information, 
visit http://www.fra.dot.gov/safety/da.html. 
 
Section 20106 of Title 49 of the United States Code (previously Section 205 of 
the Federal Railroad Safety Act of 1970) prohibits states from adopting laws 
with respect to railroad safety if the United States Department of Transportation 
has adopted standards governing the subject matter, unless the state requirement 
is necessary to deal with 
a unique local problem and is not incompatible with the 
federal standards.  
 
Localities are not permitted to adopt laws with respect to railroad safety under 
any circumstances. The federal regulatory authority has been delegated to 
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).  
 
They govern who must be tested and who may not be tested, and also prescribe 
precise standards and procedures that must be followed in performing testing. In 
adopting these regulations, the FRA specifically determined that, in the 
absence of reasonable cause to believe a particular individual is impaired 
based on his appearance or 
behavior, train crews should not be required to submit to 
testing in connection with the collision of a train or a motor vehicle or other 
highway conveyance at a rail/ highway grade crossing. (See 49 C.F.R. 
219.201 (b). 
 
In addition, testing is normally not permitted when a train 
hits a person on the railroad’s right-of-way. Section 219.13 specifies that the 
regulations in Part 219 of 49 C.F.R. have the preemptive effect contemplated by 
Section 20106 of Title 49 of the United States Code, and therefore, States and 
localities may not adopt laws requiring employees to submit to testing after 
an accident that does not involve 
reckless conduct in violation of criminal law. 
 
State and local law enforcement authorities can call the Federal Railroad 
Administration Office in Chicago at 312/353-6203 to obtain further information 
concerning the permissible treatment of railroad employees involved in an 
accident. 
 
Attached are some examples of Engineer Certificates, which 
are required to be carried by train engineers in lieu of a 
drivers license. 
 
 
 

http://www.fra.dot.gov/safety/da.html�
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What to do if a Crossing Collision Occurs 
 
Following is a copy of the Grade Crossing Collision Investigation Checklist. To 
assist in your investigation, please keep in mind the following information:  
 
The engineer is the person operating the train. The conductor is in charge of the 
train. Locomotive engineers are NOT required to have a motor vehicle 
operators’ license while operating a locomotive. Instead, the engineer must 
display a Federal Certification Card. Always be aware of the possibility of a 
hazardous material incident. 
 

GRADE CROSSING COLLISION INVESTIGATION 
CHECKLIST 

 
Engineer Information: 
● Name 
● Address 
● DOB 
● Phone 
● Time of Collision 
● Train Speed Estimate at Collision 
(Operators license number not required on accident report) 
 
Conductor Information: 
● Name 
● Address 
● DOB 
● Phone 
(Operators license number not required on accident report) 
 
Train Information: 
● Lead engine number 
● Train ID number (from Conductor) 
● Number of cars in train 
● Railroad Co. name/address (owns tracks) 
● Name of Railroad Co. operating train 
● Additional crewmembers 
 
Engine Information: 
● Headlight working? 
● Horn working? 
● Bell working? 
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Miscellaneous Information: 
● RR Car number on crossing? 
● Distance to last RR car from POI? 
● Witnesses 
 
AT THIS POINT, IF NO FURTHER INFORMATION IS 
REQUIRED, CONSIDER RELEASING THE TRAIN 
 
Crossing Signals: 
● Light/gate bell combination? 
● Light/bell combination? 
● Passive warning (crossbucks)? 
● Wig-wag type? 
● Lights flashing/bells ringing your arrival? 
● Crossing gates down? 
(If devices not working your arrival, explain) 
 
Other Crossing Characteristics: 
● Advance warning signs in place?* 
● Distance from this sign to nearest rail? 
● Crossing surface (rubber, asphalt, etc.) 
● Pavement markings? 
● DOT/AAR crossing ID number? 
● Width of right-of-way (ft)? 
● Visual obstructions on driver approach? 
● Citation given if warranted (FTY, FTS, etc.)? 
 
 
Reporting Vehicular/Train Crashes 
 
Accurately report vehicular crashes involving trains on the 
Minnesota Traffic Crash Report is essential to the grade crossing 
safety experts. The following is a copy of the Minnesota Crash Report 
   

How to Stop A Train In An Emergency 
 
When, in case of emergency, a train should be stopped to avoid a threat to life or 
property, contact the railroad dispatcher first. A listing of the railroads and their 
24-hour emergency telephone numbers is included in this manual. 
 
If it is necessary to stop a train by flagging, remember that a 
train takes much longer to stop than an automobile. A Freight 
train traveling at 60 miles per hour could take up to 1 ½ miles 
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to stop, while one traveling at only 30 miles per hour could 
take 2/3 of a mile to stop. An officer intending to stop a train 
must be at least the train’s stopping distance from the hazard 
before signaling the engineer. If time permits, always assume 
the greatest distance. 
 
Do not stop your patrol car on the tracks. 
 
Park your car nearby, turn on the emergency light to attract attention, the then 
position yourself near the tracks. The universal railroad stop signal is a lighted 
flare, swung slowly back and forth horizontally across your body. The 
locomotive engineer will stop the train as quickly as possible. If it is impossible 
to use a highway flare, a flashlight may be used at night, or a 
brightly colored object in the daytime. However, a flare should be used 
whenever possible, day or night.   

 
Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Signal Malfunctions 

 
Automatic crossing warning signals such as flashing light, gates and bells are 
designed to activate whenever a train approaches a highway-rail grade crossing. 
Operating times may vary depending on the type of control equipment used. 
Occasional problems may develop which cause the signal to activate in a fail-
safe manner so the signal will function even if no train is approaching the 
crossing. In less than one percent of the time, however, a failure of the system 
may occur in which there is minimal or no warning time before the train reaches 
the crossing. A frequent cause of highway-rail crossing signal failures is 
vandalism. Police officers can assist by watching for trespassers or incidents of 
vandalism along the tracks, such as tampering with signal housings. Crossing 
signals should be observed for shattered lenses, which could reduce warning 
effectiveness substantially.  If you encounter problems with the railroad’s failure 
to repair signals/gates, you may call the railroad and Minnesota Department of 
Transportation’s Railroad Section.  
 

How to Identify a Crossing 
 
The Association of American Railroads and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation developed a crossing identification system jointly. This system 
gives each at-grade and separated crossing a unique identity by the assignment 
of an inventory number. The number, composed of six numerals and one letter, 
is usually attached to the crossbuck or signal mast. The abbreviation of the 
railroad responsible for the crossing may be found above the number. This 
number should be included in your report. U.S. DOT crossing inventory number 
affixed to active warning device crossing. 
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In case of a crossing emergency: 
 
 

1. Locate the 800 number placard in close proximity to the crossing if 
available.  

2. Notify railroad of crossing DOT number and milepost location. 
3. Inform dispatcher as to the nature of the emergency. They will contact 

nearby train crew, if train needs to be stopped. 
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Burlington Northern Santa Fe Corp. 
Resource Center Telephone 
(800) 832-5452 

Minnesota Zephyr 
Business telephone 
(651) 430-3009 

Cloquet Terminal Railroad  
Business telephone 
(218) 879-2357 

Minnesota, Dakota & Western 
Business telephone 
(218) 285-5580 

(CN North America) Police Dept. 
Resource Center Telephone 
 (800) 465-9239 

North Shore Scenic RR 
Business telephone 
(218) 733-7593 

Lake Superior & Mississippi  
Business telephone 
(218) 733-7590 

Otter Tail Valley  
Business telephone      After Hours 
(218) 736-6073          (218) 205-7431 

Lake Superior Railroad Museum 
Business telephone 
(218) 733-7590 

Progressive Rail  
Business telephone       After Hours 
(952) 985-7245         (612) 791-3255 

Minnesota Prairie Line 
Business telephone 
(800) 747-4919 

ProRail  
Business telephone 
(478) 218-8786 

Minnesota Commercial Railroad 
Business telephone 
(651) 646-2010 or 651-632-9000 

St Croix Valley Railroad Co. 
Business telephone 
(320) 384-0437 

Minnesota Northern 
Business telephone 
(218) 281-4704 

Twin Cities & Western RR 
Business telephone 
(800) 747-4919 

Minnesota Southern 
Business telephone 
(507) 283-4269 

Union Pacific 
Crossing Hot Line 
 (800) 848-8715  

Minnesota Transp. Museum 
Business telephone 
(651) 228-0263 

Metro Transit 
Business telephone 
(612)-373-3333 

 
 
 

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 
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NOTES 
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Minnesota Operation Lifesaver, Inc. is a part of national Operation 
Lifesaver, Inc., a non-profit public education program dedicated to 

ending collisions, deaths and injuries at highway-rail grade 
crossings and along railroad rights-of-way. 

 

 
 

Minnesota Operation Lifesaver, Inc.  
2515 White Bear Ave., Suite #126 

Maplewood, Minnesota 55109   
651-328-3259  

www.mnoperationlifesaver.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.mnoperationlifesaver.org/�


 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

MISSISSIPPI 

 











 

 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

 

 



Know, 
obey 
and Respect…

Rail Crossing 
and 

Track Laws

Know and undeRstand 
the Rules and laws foR 
safe highway-Rail gRade 

and tRacK cRossing.

The New Hampshire Operation Lifesaver program 
is a cooperative effort of private, governmental and 
railroad officials working together to help make the 
state’s railroad tracks, crossings and property around 
railroads safer for everyone.

It is part of a national railroad safety program 
that has been adopted by 49 states in the United 
States. Operation Lifesaver focuses on the three 
E’s of grade crossing safety: Education, Engineering 
and Enforcement.

this is…

new hampshire  
operation lifesaver committee

chaiR 
Raymond Burton, Executive Councilor

state cooRdinatoR 
Lyman Cousens, Safety & Health Council of NNE

Timothy Acerno, NH Fish & Game Department, Concord, NH
Gary Burke, St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad, Auburn, ME
Ben Clark, Hobo Railroad, Lincoln, NH
Bill Comeau, ex officio, Amtrak Police Department, Wells, ME
David Cruz, Epsom, NH
Dick Currier, Hopkinton, NH
Mike Duprey, Trainriders/Northeast, Campton, NH
Richard Gassett, Newport, NH
Michail Grizkewitsch III, Federal Railroad Administration, Richmond, ME
Michael Gooden, Hobo Railroad, Campton, NH
Mike Lennon, Hooksett, NH
Christopher Morgan, NH DOT, Concord, NH
David Nagy, Springfield Terminal, Billerica, MA
James Player, NH State Police, Concord, NH
Donald Provencher, Gorham, NH
John Robinson, Bureau of Rail & Transit, Concord, NH
Chris Ruel, NH Department of Safety, Concord, NH
Fred Smith, Berlin, NH
Bob Sproel, NHDRED, Concord, NH
Robert Stafford, NH Police Standards, Concord, NH
Peter Thomson, NH Highway Safety Agency, Concord, NH
Gary Webster, North Conway, NH

For more information on railroad/railroad crossing 
safety or “Operation Lifesaver” materials, to borrow 
films for school or adult showing, or to have a speaker 
at your group meeting, contact:

c/o Safety & Health Council of NNE 
163 Manchester Street, Suite D 

Concord, NH 03301 
(603) 228-1401 • (800) 834-6472 

Fax (603) 224-0998 • Email info@shcnne.org



did you Know…
• Almost one half of the rail collisions which kill almost 500 and injure thousands of people each year in the United 

States occur at guarded grade crossings?
• In an altercation between a 120 ton locomotive and a two ton car, the car and its contents are AlwAyS losers?
• A train traveling at 55 m.p.h. takes more than a mile to stop?
• Under our system of laws, the severity of the offense can be determined by the penalty for failure to comply? In new 

Hampshire, the penalty for violation of railroad grade crossing rules is revocation of a license for at least 90 days.

• RSA 265:49 states that when there is a stop 
sign at a rail crossing it is because that crossing 

has been determined to 
be particularly dangerous 
by the NH Department of 
Transportation. You must 
stop, look and listen for 
approaching trains before 
you proceed with caution 
in these situations.

• RSA 265:50 says that certain vehicles—school 
buses, trucks carrying flammable liquids, and ve-
hicles for hire carrying passengers—must stop at 
all crossings, and cannot proceed until it is safe to 
do so. They must cross without changing gears.

• RSA 265:60 gives the basic rule on speed restric-
tions. This rule states that no person shall drive a 
vehicle at a speed greater than is reasonable and 
prudent under the conditions. It also specifically 
states that every person shall drive at a safe and 
appropriate speed when approaching an intersec-
tion or railroad grade crossing.

• RSA 265:69 I (h) prohibits stopping, standing or 
parking on the tracks. Section III (a) does not al-
low parking within 50 feet of a railroad crossing.

off-highway Recreational Vehicles:
• RSA 215-A:6, VI says, “No person shall operate 

an OHRV within the limits of any railroad right of 
way where the rails are still intact unless otherwise 
posted, except in an emergency…provided, how-
ever, an OHRV may be driven upon the right-of-way 
of any railroad for a crossing of the tracks at their 
intersection with an authorized trail, road or highway 
where an OHRV is not otherwise prohibited.”

Remember:
Railroad rights-of-way are private property, and 

should be treated as such. They are protected by the 
same laws which protect your own property against 
misuse by others.

One of the key ways to be safe at rail tracks and 
crossings is to Know, obey and Respect rail track 
and crossing laws, and do not trespass on railroad 
property.

then what are the laws?
New Hampshire joins most other states in adhering 

to the Uniform Vehicle Code that brings uniformity to 
most “rules of the road” between states. These rules 
of the road are found in New Hampshire law Revised 
Statutes Annotated 265.

Here is a summary of the New Hampshire rules 
involving highway-rail grade crossing:
• RSA 265:9 requires all drivers to obey all required 

traffic-control devices unless otherwise directed by 
a police officer.

• RSA 265:21 limits driving on the left side of the 
roadway, and in section 1(b) states that within 100 
feet of a railroad grade crossing it is not permis-
sible to use the left side of the road to overtake 
or to pass.

• RSA 265:43 requires all bicycles to obey the same 
rules of the road that apply to vehicles.

• RSA 265:48 gives specific grade crossing rules:
I. Drivers must stop within 50 feet but not less 

than 15 feet from the nearest rail when:
a. A clearly visible electric or mechanical 

device gives warning of the immediate ap-
proach of a train.

b. A crossing gate 
is lowered or a 
flagman gives a 
signal of the ap-
proach or pas-
sage of a train.

c. A train when 
a p p ro a c h i n g 
approximately 
1,500 feet gives 
audible signal indicating that because of its 
speed or nearness to the crossing it is an 
immediate hazard.

II. NO PERSON SHALL DRIVE ANY VEHICLE 
THROUGH, AROUND OR UNDER ANY CROSS-
ING GATE OR BARRIER AT A RAILROAD CROSS-
ING WHILE SUCH GATE OR BARRIER IS CLOSED 
OR IS BEING OPENED OR CLOSED.

the transportation 
of hazardous 
materials…
an opeRation lifesaVeR emphasis

The Operation Lifesaver committee is 
particularly concerned about the danger of 
hazardous materials being transported by 
railroads and other vehicles, whether they 
travel on the tracks or across the tracks. The 
potential for disaster is always present, and 
every means of prevention of disaster must 
be taken to prevent this possibility.

what are hazardous materials?
There are more than 2,000 chemicals that 

create safety problems while being trans-
ported. Many of these are commonplace, such 
as gasoline for our automobiles or propane to 
heat our homes. Others are not so common or 
have very special properties such as explosives, 
toxic poisons, or nuclear wastes.

how much is moved?
All of it is moved. It is estimated that more 

than 250,000 shipments of hazardous materi-
als move through the nation’s transportation 
system every day, and more than 200 billion 
ton miles of hazardous materials are shipped 
annually in the United States.

how safe is it?
Fortunately, most movements are made 

safely because of strict compliance with state 
and federal regulations. These regulations 
include requirements for proper identification, 
proper packaging, proper handling, storage, 
loading, transporting, etc. Every effort must 
be made to enforce these regulations and to 
reduce the risk of accidents.

what do i do in case of an accident?
Stay as far away from the scene as possible. 

Stay upwind and, if possible, uphill from the 
accident. Follow the instructions of any emer-
gency response personnel at the scene.
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