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BASF 
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH FLORIDA 

BUILDING GREAT CITIES 

NEW OFFICE ADDRESS: 111 NW 183rd Street, Suite 111, Miami Gardens, FL 33169 

October 27, 2014 

Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 2059 

Re: Federal Railroad Administration's Finding of No Significant Impact for Miami-to­
West Palm Beach segment- All Aboard Florida 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

On behalf of the BASF (BASF) and the Nliami-Dade LegislatiYe committee, tius is a project that the 
group strongly supports. For many years, tllls is the type of infrastructure project that City and County 
planners have been begging ti1e private sector to do- and now, someone has stepped up to do it. Thls 
is an excellent step forward in Florida's hlstoty. The basis for their support is set forti1 below. 

Public Demand and Convenience - Florida needs more transportation options, as we are 
poised to become tilird most populated state in ti1e nation. With 18 1llillion residents and over 95 
1llillion visitors each year, another converuent, well-priced transportation option is critically necessaty. 

For business travelers. they can say productive in comfort during their trip, witi1 state of the art Wi­
Fi, power sources and other ways to stay engaged, whlch is not aYailable on air travel. Just as fast as 
flying but easier and more convenient trip. 

For residents. the wait time at crossings is less than 60 seconds, and has almost no negative effect on 
traffic flow. Taking ti1e train is priced competitively against oti1er transportation options offering an 
additional option that is less expensive for all residents. Finally, passenger trains are much lighter, and 
quicker than the freight trains that operate in the corridor. 

Economic Impact and Jobs - While our state's economy has stabilized, the economy is still 
not robust: more jobs for Floridians are essential. More than 10,000 jobs on average per year are 
anticipated through rail line const1uction between 2014 and 2016, with more than 5,000 jobs on 
average per year after rail line const1uction is completed through 2021. The direct econonlic impact is 
estimated at $6.4 billion to Florida's economy over the next eight years. Finally, it will generate about 
$653 million in federal, state and local government tax revenue through 2021 
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Environmental Improvements and Fewer Cars on the Road- Taking a train is faster and more 
convenient than driving, and will reduce the number of cars on the road, by approximately up to 3 
million vehicles annually. This will inure to better air quality and less fossil fuels being emitted into the 
atmosphere. 

Funding- This is Already Paid for- No state or federal grant money requested. Only private funds 
will be used for this multi-billion dollar project. Infrastructure is vety costly and tlus is an unusual 
"first" - private funds will totally pay for - and operate - a portion of our nation's transportation 
system. 

Based on the above reasons, the BASF urges tl1e FRA to move this matter forward as expeditiously as 
possible. Thank you for your consideration of our organization's views. 

Sincerely, 

urton 
Executi e Vice President and Government Affairs Director 

Cc by e-mail: Chief Counsel and Government Affairs Offices, FRA 

PLATINUM MEMBER 

}\flm y. 
the future of awesome "' 

CHAIRMAN PLUS lEVEl 

• \ CH~.IRMAN 'S CIRCLE 

LEN NAR. ARNSTEIN&LEHRLLP I 1 Associa· ("J Bil;in l.it~mbcrg 

BOARD of TRUSTEES 

BTl Partners • BrookmanFels • CC Devco Developers • Coastal Construction, Inc. • Flagler Development 
G.l. Homes • Greenberg, Traurig • Holland and Knight • Related I Urban Development Group 

The Green Companies • VRM Enterprises • Weitzer Communities 
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The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672}. 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2} Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 

Address 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available 
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There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 
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Date: 
Name: 
Address: 

ALL ABOARD FLORIDA 

Support Jrrd for All Aboard Florida 
/o h.-8 ll( 

All Aboard Florida is the intercity passenger rail service that will connect 
Miami to Orlando with intermediate stops in Fort Lauderdale and West Palm 
Beach. The project will create 10,000+ jobs; generate $653 million in federal, 
state, and local tax revenue; reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and eliminate 
up to 3 million vehicles from Florida's congested roadways. 

Which of the following, resulting from the All Aboard Florida project, 
would be most beneficial for Floridians? (check all that apply) 

IJI.-Minimal environmental impact with significant benefit to Florida 
ll:i!1 Reduction of up to 3 Million cars from Florida's roadways 
(1 Millions of dollars generated in tax revenues for Florida 
}Q Connecting Central and South Florida 
'S Air quality improvement by reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
l:l Creation of thousands of jobs 

List Additional comments for consideration: --------------------

Submit this comment card to the appropriate personnel or mail to: 
Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Room W38-311 
Washington, DC 20590 

nti. ABOARD FLORIDA 

Date: 
Su~port .Card for All Aboard Florida 
t~ld-~ /2.-t> l :t 

Name: 
Address: 

s~ . .rtdm._ tZ-c> ~ 

All Aboard Florida is the intercity passenger rail service that will connect 
Miami to Orlando with intermediate stops in Fort Lauderdale and West Palm 
Beach. The project will create 10,000+ jobs; generate $653 million in federal, 
state, and local tax revenue; reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and eliminate 
up to 3 million vehicles from Florida's congested roadways. 

Which of the following, resulting from the All Aboard Florida project, 
would be most beneficial for Floridians? (check all that apply) 

~imal environmental impact with significant benefit to Florida 
~13.f*iuction of up to 3 Million cars from Florida's roadways 
c::fMillions of dollars generated in tax revenues for Florida 
~nnecting Central and South Florida 
1:!:( ~uality improvement by reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
[!((re~tion of thousands of jobs 

Submit this comment card to the appropriate personnel or mail to: 
Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Room W38-311 
Washington, DC 20590 
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ALL ABOARD FLORIDA 

Support Card for All Aboard Florida 
Date: 
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Name: 
Address: 

All Aboard Florida is the intercity passenger rail service that will connect 
Miami to Orlando with intermediate stops in Fort Lauderdale and West Palm 
Beach. The project will create 10,000+ jobs; generate $653 million in federal, 
state, and local tax revenue; reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and eliminate 
up to 3 million vehicles from Florida's congested roadways . 

Which of the following, resulting from the All Aboard Florida project, 
would be most beneficial for Floridians? (check all that apply) 

0 Minimal environmental impact with significant benefit to Florida 
0 Reduction of up to 3 Million cars from Florida's roadways 
0 Millions of dollars generated in tax revenues for Florida 

'B.Connecting Central and South Florida 
0 Air quality improvement by reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
0 Creation of thousands of jobs 

list Additional~nts for consideration: 'R~~ :t) N IA.Jt2.3t PF- +-~ 

Submit this comment card to the appropriate personnel or mail to: 
Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Room W38-311 
Washington, DC 20590 

Date: 
Name: 
Address: 

ALL ABOARD FLORIDA 

Support Card for All Aboard Florida 

/c {18 f l'-t 

3o.:Z.o JJ6" sC2~ !eve: d'utliT/IfJ 
t?ot:J LA:ui:BlW~ FL 35308 

All Aboard Florida is the intercity passenger rail service that will connect 
Miami to Orlando with intermediate stops in Fort Lauderdale and West Palm 
Beach. The project will create 10,000+ jobs; generate $653 million in federal, 
state, and local tax revenue; reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and eliminate 
up to 3 million vehicles from Florida's congested roadways . 

Which of the following, resulting from the All Aboard Florida project, 
would be most beneficial for Floridians? (check all that apply) 

~inimal environmenta~ i~pact with signifi~an,t benefit to Florida 
€f !3-eduction of up to 3 M1lhon cars from Flonda s roadways 
la"~illions of dollars generated in tax revenues for Florida 
0" S:Onnecting Central and South Florida 
if ~quality improvement by reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
tl Creation of thousands of jobs 

List Additional comments for consideration: _________ _ 

Submit this comment card to the appropriate personnel or mail to: 
Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Room W38-311 
Washington, DC 20590 
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The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com . 

Comments on the DE IS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 
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Dear Mr. Winkle: 
I wish express my concerns about the effects of All Aboard Florida passenger trains and FEC freight 
trains to the quality of life in Fort Lauderdale, FL. 
Traffic Congestion: 32 passenger trains and 20 freight trains a day traveling through Fort Lauderdale will 
impact traffic, police, fire, school buses & ambulances from moving through our cities? The FEC tracks in 
Fort Lauderdale are very close to the main hospital, Broward General. How will emergency services be 
able to reach/deliver people to the hospital if the track is closed over 50 times each day? 
When the FEC train bridge over the New River is up, permitting boats to pass, the street bridges will also 
be up, stopping vehicular traffic. The marine traffic on the river will be forced into specific time slots, 
causing traffic jams both on the river and the streets. 
The DEIS does not address the time trains might stand in queue waiting for the drawbridges to open and 
close and how these standing trains might further impact railway crossings while they block these 
crossings during their wait, further impacting all ofthe above problems caused by increased train traffic. 
Damage to property values on or near the tracks or the New River. Properties above the FEC Rail Bridge 
will have limited ocean access due to AAF's proposed frequent closings of the FEC Rail Bridge. One of the 
best selling/owning points of the properties in this area is that they have unlimited ocean access. AAF 
passenger trains and FEC freight trains will close the bridge 6.5 hours each day. This will negatively affect 
property values, property taxes will drop which will deplete the city's revenues. Emergency services, 

. libraries and education will suffer. Noise and vibration from the trains will pose a problem for 
properties/businesses close to the tracks. 
Quiet Zones and Jobs: Fort Lauderdale has 68 crossings which must be maintained by the city. It is 
estimated that a normal-sized railroad crossing with a quiet zone could cost $200,000, while a wide 
crossing could cost $600,000. Cities and their tax payers will pick up this tab. AAF suggest that the 
construction of the project will provide jobs and improve the economy. They are also likely aware that 
job creation for track construction is a transient thing and would only increase burden on infrastructure 
and taxpayers without any long term benefits. Additionally the marine industries located on St. Rd 84 
will suffer significant business losses because the boats will have difficulty getting to their marinas due 
to frequent closings of an old, unreliable bridge. Jobs in this industry will be in jeopardy. Job loss in our 
area affects every person living in Fort Lauderdale. 
Need for Another Passenger Train: TriRail services South Florida and AMTRAK has an existing line from 
Miami to Orlando which runs at a deficit due to lack of riders. Why do we need AAF when there are two 
existing servic~? According to the Congressional Research Service a passenger train'srfaersh1p must -have between 6 and 9 million riders the first year to be profitable. According to the DE IS, the train's 
ridership is projected to be 3.5 million in 2019. 
What We Need: If the FRA decide to grant AAF a federal loan, the most immediate mitigation needed in 
Fort Lauderdale is a new, dependable fast opening rail bridge over the New River with an onsite bridge 
tender in order to ensure that some the above problems are reduced. 
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Coastal Access 

Figure 5-1 
Public access points along the Gulf of Mexico shoreline and Florida Keys 

Public Beach Access Sites 
by Regional Planning Council, 2010 

RPC No. Name 
1 West Florida 

2 Apalachee 

3 North Central 

4 Northeast Florida 

5 With lacoochee 

6 East Central Florida 
~ -

7 Central Florida 

8 Tampa Bay 

9 Treasure Coast 

10 Southeast Florida 
-

11 South Florida 

0 

According to DEP Division of Recreation and Parks data from the Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) 2000 and Outdoor Recreation Planning (ORP) Inventory, October 
2010, the total number of saltwater beach access points decreased 3.3% from 1,883 to 1,820 
statewide between 1998 and 2010 (Table 5-3). 

Table 5-3 
Number of Saltwater Beach Access Points in 1998 and 2010 

Resource Unit 

Saltwater Beaches Number of Beach Access Points 

Source: SCORP 2000 and ORP Inventory, October 2010 

1998 

1,883 

2010 

1,820 

Percent Change 

-3.3 

When the access points are categorized by management agency (Figure 5-2), the majority of the 
loss is found in the state and non-governmental beach access points (-25.7% and -18.1%, 
respectively). Non-governmental beaches, which include commercial, club, non-profit, and special 
district shoreline, decreased by 40 access points from 221 to 181. Municipal beaches represent the 
greatest source of public access to sandy saltwater shoreline, accounting for 54% of the total 
number of coastal shore access points (976) in 2010. County beaches represent 30% of beach 
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Coastal Access 

4.5% per year, with the majority of counties experiencing less than 3% annual increases in 
recreational boating registrations. A small number of counties have seen high or very high 
increases in numbers of vessels from 2000 to 2009 (greater than 4.5% per year equivalent), which 
may suggest the need for additional facilities to support greater boating usage of waterways in 
those areas. 

Figure 5-19 

Boat Registrations 
by Coastal County, 2009 
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Coastal Access 

B. Demand for Access to Coastal Resources 

A favorable climate, easy access to the ocean, sandy beaches, and endless outdoor, recreational 
opportunities are characteristics of Florida that have produced a steadily increasing visitor and 
resident population. Coastal access is important to the quality of life for both Florida residents 
and visitors. Consequently, the fixed supply of Florida's beaches and other coastal resources are 
experiencing increasing demands from the growth in population and tourists. Each year, over 150 
million Americans (70% of survey respondents) visited natural locations in order to view or 
photograph scenery (National Survey on Recreation and the Environment, 2004}. In the same 
survey, American households indicated participation in the following outdoor activities: visits to 
nature centers- nearly 136 million; visits to the beach - 122 million; visits to swim in lakes, 
streams, and springs - 116 million; visits to historic places - 114 million; and outdoor picnic days -
112 million. Nearly 95 million Americans engaged in boating trips at least one time per year with 
nearly 70% of those in motorboats. Over 80 million Americans participated in fishing activities in 
2004. These data were surveyed from citizen households, and therefore do not include tourist 
impacts. 

The list of resource-based activities in which people are engaged in coastal Florida is extensive (see 
2008 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for details). The highest demand 
activities for residents and tourists in Florida annually include: saltwater beach activities (57.6 
million people), visiting archeological/historical sites (29.5 million people), nature study (27.5 
million people), bicycling on paved and unpaved trails (20.5 million people), picnicking (20.2 
million people), saltwater boat and non-boat fishing (17.0 million people), hiking (8.6 million 
people), and freshwater boat and non-boat fishing (7.9 million people), to name only a few. 

The primary resource-based recreation activity in Florida is visiting the beach. The economic 
impact of visits to beaches by citizens and tourists alike is far-reaching. In 2000, beach visits 
represented $41 billion in total spending (equivalent to 8. 7% of the Gross State Product in that 
year and 80% of all state tourism spending). In 2008, the number of out-of-state (domestic) and 
international visitors was 84.2 million (Visit Florida FY09 Annual Report). These tourists infused 
$65.2 billion into the Florida economy. Generally, more than one third of non-Floridian tourists are 
vacationing at beaches. In 2008, it is estimated that at least 23 million out-of state visitors were at 
Florida beaches on average 5 days, and another 5.5 million international visitors for an average of 
14 days. This equates to 192 million visitor beach days. In the Florida Coastal Issues 2009 Survey 

(Appendix A), over 89% of Florida's 18.5 million residents visit the beach at least once per year 
with many (46%} making repeated trips compounding the number by monthly, weekly, or daily 
frequencies, and exceeding 500 million resident visitor days annually (as a conservative estimate). 
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JUPITER DEVELOPMENT 

PUD STRIP MALL 

Jonathans Landing-----------------------------------------------The Shoppes at JL 

Admirals Cove-----------------------------------------------------Three Palms 

Admirals Crossing 

Intracoastal Pointe------------------------------------------------I.P. Plaza 

Fisherman's Wharf 

Frenchmans Reserve----------------------------------------------Frenchman's Crosssing 

Frenchmans Creek 

Trump Ritx Carleton 

The Bear Club 

The Bluffs 

Ocean Grande 

Olympus-----------------------------------------------------------Driftwood Plaza 

Ocean Bluffs 

Sandpiper 

Jupiter Yacht Club-----------------------------------------------Shops at JYC 

Mangrove Bay 

Jupiter by the Sea 

Ocean Walk 

Ocean Crest 

Jupiter Dunes 

Xanadu 

Concord Village Square 

Seagrape Square 

Harborside 

Jupiter Square 

The Shoppes at Jupiter 

Reynolds Plaza 
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THE LOXAHATCHEE RIVER BRIDGE 

Passenger trains per day-----------------------------------------16 

Freight trains per day---------------------------------------------14 

Total trains per day------------------------------------------------30 

Closure time in minutes-------------------------------------------19 

Daily closure time in hours----------------------------------------9.5 
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PTC 
Transportation Consultants 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 
November 6, 2013 

Mr. Peter Meyer 
Planning and Zoning Department 
Town of Jupiter 
210 Military Trail 
Jupiter, Florida 33458 

• • 

Re: Harbourside Amendment Traffic Statement-# PTC06-125 

Dear Mr. Meyer: 

; ATTACHMENTH 

• • • • • • 2005 Vista Parkway, Suite 111 
West Palm Beach, FL 33411-6700 

(561) 296-9698 Fax (561) 684-6336 
Certificate of Authorization Number: 7989 

~l!CI!Wi![Q) 
NOV 012013 

.Pf.ANNtNG & ZONING 

Pinder Troutman Consulting, Inc. (PTC) was retained to prepare a Traffic Statement based upon a minor 
revision to the land use for the above-referenced project The project is located on the northwest corner of 
Indiantown Road and US1 in the Town of jupiter. The project has a previously approved Traffic Impact 
Statement approved by Palm Beach County Traffic Division on january 18, 2012. 

At the request of the Town of Jupiter, this trip generation comparison analyzes the minor changes to the 
project land use intensities. For the purposes of this analysis, the land uses from the December 201 0 Final 
Site Plan were utilized as the "Approved" land uses. The proposed project consists of 51,635 SF of retail, 
60,202 SF of office, 33,613 SF of quality restaurant, a 179-room hotel, a 31 slip marina, and 2,500 SF of 
museum/cultural space. 

Based on the ITE Trip Generation Rates, 9th Edition, and approved trip generation rates, the approved use 
results in a total of 6,095 daily trips, 244 AM peak hour trips and 542 PM peak hour trips. The project as 
currently proposed generates a total of 5,932 daily trips, 243 AM peak hour trips and 527 PM peak hour 
trips. Refer to Exhibits 1 A, 1 B and 1 C for the trip generation analysis. 

The project as currently proposed generates equal or fewer trips than is approved, and therefore is in 
compliance with the Traffic Performance Standards. No further analysis is needed. If you have any 
questions or n~u«tJ9~nal information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

. ,.····~~ ~:.~.~~c.t'-----smcer~~ .... ~£Nse-·· ... ~..t-- ~ 

$ ~\~--~ ~ ~~~rT;IJ 
Rebtt:<1 j:-.Mul~. ,: ~ /;, / 
Floricfa.-:.~istr.~~f()~~~~'~ {p (3 
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- <.-S ' "' •' Attachme~ SION ~\,.. ,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

cc: Ryan Miller 

letter Meyer 6-125 11-6-13 Plndczr Troutman Consulting, Inc. 
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Exhibit lA 
Harbourside Amendment 
Daily Trip Generation Comparison 

Approved Use 

ITE 
Land Use Code Intensity Trip Generation Rate (1) Total Trips 

Retail 820 55,256 SF Lnm=0.65Ln(Xl+ 5.83 4,618 
General Office 710 58,791 SF Ln (T) = 0.76Ln (X)+3.68 877 
Quality Restaurant 931 34,855 SF 89.95 /1,000 SF 3,135 
Hotel 310 178 Rooms 8.92 /Room 1,588 
Marina 420 31 Berths 2.96 /Berth 92 
Museum/Cultural IND 2,500 SF 6.38 /1,000 SF (3) 16 

TOTALS 10,326 

Proposed Use 

ITE 
land Use Code Intensity Trip Generation Rate (1) Total Trips 

Retail 820 51,635 SF Ln(T)=0.65Ln(X) +5.83 4,419 
General Office 710 60,202 SF Ln m = 0.76Ln (X)+3.68 893 
Quality Restaurant 931 33,613 SF 89.95 /1,000 SF 3,023 
Hotel 310 179 Rooms 8.92 /Room 1,597 
Marina 420 31 Berths 2.96 /Berth 92 
Museum/Cultural IND 2,500 SF 6.38 /1,000 SF (3) 16 

TOTALS 10,040 
-

Internal External 
Tri~Js Trips 

369 8.0% 4,249 
61 7.0% 816 

219 7.0% 2,916 
111 7.0% 1,477 

7 8.0% 85 
1 7.0% 15 

768 7.4% 9,558 

Internal External 
Tri~Js Trips 

354 8.00% 4,065 
63 7.0% 830 

212 7.0% 2,811 
112 7.0% 1,485 

7 8 .0% 85 
1 7.0% 15 

[___74!) 7.5% 9_,]!}1 

Pass-by Trips (2) 
1,950 45.9% 

82 10% 
1,283 44% 

148 10% 
. O% 
- 0% 

3,463 

Pass-by Trips (2) 

1,890 46.5% 
83 10% 

1,237 44% 
149 10% 
- O% 
- 0% 

3,359 

11/6/2013 
Tripgen Equiv 06-125 10-25-13 

New External 
Trips 

2,299 
734 

1,633 
1 329 

85 
15 

6,095 

New External 
Trips 

2,175 
747 

1,574 
1,336 

85 
15 

~,932 

[Nel:h1crease in frlps 1 - - n 63)} 

(1) Source: Institute ofT ransportation Engineers (ITE), Trip Generation, 9th Edition and Palm Beach County. 
(2) Source: Article 13, Impact Fees, of the Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code (ULDC). 
(3) Source: Approved Norton Museum of Art Traffic Impact Study, dated April25, 2001, 

', 



Exhibit 18 
Harbourside Amendment 
AM Peak Hour Trip Generation Comparison 

Approved Use 

ITE Total Trips 
Land Use Code Intensity Trip Generation Rate (1) In Out Total 

Retail 820 55,256 SF 0.96 /1 ,000 SF (62/38) 33 20 53 
General Office 710 58,791 SF Ln m = 0.80Ln (X)+1.55 (88/12) 108 15 123 
[Quality Restaurant 931 34,855 SF 0.81 /1 000 SF (50/50) 14 14 28 
Hotel 310 178 Rooms 0.67 /Room (58/42) 69 50 119 
Marina 420 31 Berths 0.08 /Berth (33/67) 1 1 2 
Museum/Cultural IND 2,500 SF 0.79 /1,000 SF (50/50) (3) 1 1 2 

TOTALS 151,402 SF 226 101 327 

Proposed Use 

ITE Total Trips 
Land Use Code Intensity Trip Generation Rate (1) In Out Total 

Retait 820 51,635 SF 0.96 /1,000 SF (62/38) 31 19 so 
General Office 710 60,202 SF ln m = 0.80Ln (X)+1.55 (88/12) 110 15 125 

Quality Restaurant 931 33,613 SF 0.81 /1,000 SF (50/50) 13 14 27 

Hotel 310 179 Rooms 0.67 /Room (58/42) 70 50 120 

Marina 420 31 Berths 0.08 /Berth (33/67) 1 1 2 
Museum/Cultural IND 2,500 SF 0.79/1,000 SF (50/50) (3) 1 1 2 

TOTALS 147,950 SF 226 100 326 

Internal External Trips 
Trips In Out Total 

4 8.0% 31 18 49 
10 8.0% 103 10 113 

2 6.0% 13 13 26 
12 10.0% 63 44 107 

- 10.0% 1 1 2 
. 8.0% 1 1 2 

28 8.6% 212 87 299 

Internal External Trips 
Trips In Out Total 

4 8.0% 29 17 46 

10 8.0% 105 10 115 
2 6.0% 12 13 25 

12 10.0% 64 44 108 

- 10.0% 1 1 2 

- 8.0% 1 1 2 

28 8.6% 212 86 298 

11/6/2013 
Tripgen Equiv 06-125 10-25-13 

Pass· by New Trips 
Tri s (2) In Out Total 
22 45.9% 20 7 27 
11 10% 98 4 102 
11 44% 8 7 15 
11 10% 58 38 96 1 

- 0% 1 1 2 
. O% 1 1 21 

55 186 58 244 

Pass-by NewTri s 
Trif)S (2) In Out Total 

21 46.5% 19 6 25 
12 10% 99 4 103 
11 44% 7 7 14 
11 10% 59 38 97 

. O% 1 1 2 

- O% 1 1 2 
55 186 57 243 

[NetrripS~ -- --~--- r---·rrnJ-nij 

(1) Source: Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), Trip Generation, 9th Edition and Palm Beach County Trip Generation Rates. 
(2) Source: Article 13, Impact Fees, of the Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code (ULDC). i ~ 

Ziffil.l (3) Source: Approved Norton Museum of Art Traffic Impact Study, dated April 25, 2001. 0 
<(f» 
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Exhibit lC 
Harbourside Amendment 
PM Peak Hour Trip Generation Comparison 

Approved Use 

ITE Total Trips Internal 
Land Use Code Intensity Trip Generation Rate (1) In Out Total Trips 

Retail 820 55,256 SF Ln tn- 0.67Ln ()()+3.31 (48/52) 193 210 403 40 10.0% 
General Office 710 58,791 SF Ln (D = 0.74Ln (X)+1.83 (17/83) 22 105 127 11 9.0% 
Quality Restaurant 931 34,855 SF 7.49 /1 000 SF (67/33) 175 86 261 24 9.0% 
Hotel 310 178 Rooms 0.7 /Room (49/51) 61 64 125 12 9.5% 
Marina 420 31 Berths 0.19 /Berth (60/40) 4 2 6 1 10.0% 
Museum/Cultural IND 2,500 SF 0.79 /1,000 SF (50/50) (3) 1 1 2 . 8.0% 

TOTALS 151,402 SF 456 468 924 88 9.5% 

Proposed Use 

ITE Total Trips Internal 
Land Use Code Intensity Trip Generation Rate (1) In Out Total Trips 

Retail 820 51,635 SF Ln (T) = 0.67Ln ()()+3.31 (48/52) 185 200 385 39 10.0% 
General Office 710 60 202 SF Ln (T) = 0.74Ln ()()+1.83 (17/83) 22 107 129 12 9.0% 
]Quality Restaurant 931 33,613 SF 7.49 /1,000 SF (67/33) 169 83 252 23 9.0% 
Hotel 310 179 Rooms 0.7 /Room (49/51) 61 64 125 12 9.5% 
Marina 420 31 Berths 0.19 /Berth (60/40) 4 2 6 1 10.0% 
Museum/Cultural IND 2,500 SF 0.79 /1,000 SF (S0/50) (3) 1 1 2 . 8.0",(, 

TOTALS 147,950 SF 442 457 899 87 9.7% 

External Trips 
In Out Total 

173 190 363 
18 98 116 

163 74 237 
55 58 113 

4 1 5 
1 1 2 

414 422 836 

External Trips 
In Out Total 

166 180 346 
16 101 117 

157 72 229 
55 58 113 

4 1 5 
1 1 2 

399 413 812 

11/6/2013 
Tripgen Equiv 06-125 10-25-13 

Pass-by New Tri JS 

Trif)S (2) In Out Total 
167 45.9% 90 106 196 

12 10% 12 92 104 
104 44% 111 22 133 

11 10% 50 52 102 
. O% 4 1 5 
. 0% 1 1 2 

294 268 274 542 

Pass-by NewTri s I 
Tri Js (2) In Out Total] 

161 46.5% 86 99 185 
12 10% 10 95 105 

101 44% 107 21 128: 
11 10% 50 52 102 

. 0% 4 1 5 

. O% 1 1 2 

285 256 269 527 

INetTrips ~-~· -~------~- -- r (lo)r~r (15U 

(1) Source: Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), Trip Generation, 9th Edition and Palm Beach County Trip Generation Rates. 
(2) Source: Article 13, Impact Fees, of the Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code (ULDC). 
(3) Source: Approved Norton Museum of Art Traffic Impact Study, dated April 25, 2001. i 
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Transportation Element Text Amendments 
Page5of8 

Indiantown Rd Island Wav to Central Boulevard 
Indiantown Rd Central Boulevard to Center Street 
Indiantown Rd Center Street to Military Trail 
Indiantown Rd Military Trail to Alternate A1A 
Indiantown Rd Alternate A1A to US 1 
Military Trail Frederick Small Rd to Donald Ross Rd 
Old Dixie Hwy Toney Penna Dr to Jupiter Lakes Blvd 
Toney Penna Dr Central Boulevard to Maplewood Drive 
Toney Penna Dr Maplewood Drive to Military Trail 
Toney Penna Dr Military Trail to Alternate A1A 
us 1 Ocean Blvd (A1A) to Indiantown Road 
us 1 Indiantown Road to Marcinski Road 
US1 Marcinski Road to Donald Ross Road 

50,300 (D) 54,120{F) 68 230jF)_ 68,060(F) 
50,300 (D) 53,040 (E) 67 800 (F) 75,740 (F) 
50,300 (D) 45,170 (D) 61,120 (F) 68,730 (F) 
50,300 (D) 41,730 (D) 52 670 (E) 61,010 (F) 
50,300 (D) 28,520 (C) 40,840 (D) 52100 (E) 
50,300 (D) 34,690 (C) 46,010 (D) 54 070 (F) 

9,100 (D) 5,300 (B) 9,270 (D) 11 650 (F) 
11,000 (C) 8,860 (C) 11,680 (D)_ 14,210_(~ 

11,100 (C) 11,830 (D) 14,850 (E) 17,990 (F) 

9,600 (C) 9,250 (C) 12,900 (F) 14,350 (F) 
33,200 (D) 20,680 (C) 26,060 (D) 36,623 (F) 
33,200 (D) 24 390 (C) 29 470 (D) 36,610 (F) 
33,200 (D) 27,700 (D) 31,780 (D) 39,150 (F) 

Staff notes that 16 of the 25 roadway links above were also projected to not meet the 
adopted daily LOS standards in 2030 as shown in the currently adopted Table 7 (see Exhibit 
1). The additional nine roadway links (highlighted in yellow) were proposed to meet adopted 
LOS standards in 2030, but are now projected not to meet the adopted daily LOS standards 
in 2035, as noted below: 
• Central Boulevard (two roadway links north of Indiantown Road)- The current adopted 

LOS tables is based on an assumption that roadway capacity on Central Boulevard 
would be increased to four lanes on these two links by 2012. Palm Beach County 
removed the traffic improvement for increasing Central Boulevard to a 4-lane facility on 
these links from their Five-year Capital Improvement Plan. With the reduced capacity 
and approximately the same level of traffic volumes projected in 2020 and 2035 these 
segments will now not meet the adopted daily LOS standards. 

• The remaining seven roadway links are proposed to not meet the adopted daily LOS 
standards in 2035 due to major committed and future anticipated development projects 
such as Hawkeye, Inlet Village and transit-oriented redevelopments on Toney Penna 
Drive, as further explained in the Long Range Model Methodology section (page 2) of 
Attachment A. Some of the development projects listed in the model methodology had 
not yet been proposed when the LOS tables were last updated in 2008. However, staff 
notes that these properties were assigned with more general trip generation 
assumptions in the 2008 update. 

The next step to further address the impacts of the Indiantown Road Corridor roadway links 
projected to not meet the adopted daily LOS standards in 2020 and 2035 is to provide an 
update to the Jupiter Area Study (JAS). Specifically, providing an analysis of the critical 
intersections along the corridor based on the traffic counts contained in the subject LOS 
table text amendments. The Town Traffic Engineer is currently compiling data and analysis 
to update the JAS and anticipates having intersection analysis updates for the Island Way 
and Central Boulevard intersections along Indiantown Road available for the subject 
Comprehensive Plan amendments Town Council transmittal hearing on June 17, 2014. The 
complete update to the JAS will be available in the near future. 

TWO-WAY PEAK HOUR 
Roadway Link Adopted 2- - 2013 2020Trip . 2035 

Way.Peak. Trip Volume ·Trip 
Hour LOS Volume (LOS) Volume 

Trips 1LOS) (LOS) · 
A1A US 1 to Jupiter Beach Road (Rd) 1,480 (D) 710 (C) 1,040 (D) 1,880 (F) 



All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation 

Motorists traveling northbound on other intersecting highways, such as Narcoosee Road, SR 417 and SR 
520, approaching SR 528 would see a similar view as the I-95 approach to SR 528. Motorists on these 
highways 'f"Ould see a new overpass in front of and similar to the existing SR 528 overpass. The only 
minor change in appearance of the new overpass would be instead of seeing grass side slopes, such as the 
ones associated with SR 528 overpasses, motorists would see concrete retaining walls similar to those 
shown in Figure 4.4.7-5b. 

New communications towers would be required along the E-W Corridor to support the communications 
systems. These towers would be either monopole or lattice-type towers, generally 60 feet tall or less. 
While these towers would be visible to motorists on SR 528, they would not substantially change views 
along this corridor. 

North-South Corridor 

The existing viewshed along the N-S Corridor would remain largely unchanged. Modifications proposed 
for this corridor are expected to maintain the general aesthetics of this active rail line. Project 
improvements, including restoring the double-track system along the N-S Corridor, would occur within 
the existing right-of-way. Construction within the N-S Corridor is not expected to affect visual and scenic 
resources in this area as the existing transportation land use would not be changed because of the Project 
The existing rail corridor would continue to be used with minimal removal of vegetation and no changes 
to at-grade crossings except for upgrades to signals in some locations. 

The N-S Corridor would be visible from roadways that cross at-grade. Motorists' views at these at-grade 
roadways would be limited to grade crossings, lights, gates, and flashers. In a few locations, especially 
urban areas, the N-S Corridor would be visible from nearby buildings. Views currently consist of one or 
two tracks, railroad ballast, and infrastructure. In more suburban areas, vegetation would generally 
screen the views of the railroad. These visual conditions are not anticipated to change because of the 
Project. Boaters traveling underneath existing FECR Corridor bridges on navigable waterways would not 
see a substantial change because of the Project, although some dilapidated bridges on timber pilings 
would be replaced with new structures supported on concrete pilings. Boaters' views would continue to 
consist of the railroad bridges, as proposed improvements would restore the tracks or reconstruct the 
bridges within the same location as the existing structures. 

AAF passengers would see a variety of undeveloped and developed land use types, such as residential areas, 
highways, commercial and industrial developments, golf courses, wetlands, forested areas, parks, 
agriculture, and water bodies while traveling the N-S Corridor. The trains would travel through areas of high 
density associated with urban centers and areas oflow density associated with natural areas. 

Phase I- West Palm Beach - Miami Corridor 

As stated in Section 3.3.11 of the 2012 EA, the existingviewshed of the FECR Corridor from the surrounding 
land uses would be maintained. The proposed station concepts include aesthetic features such as 
architectural components, landscaping, and ADA-compliant parking and pedestrian features. These 
improvements are anticipated to result in an enhancement to the existing communities. It is also anticipated 
that the proposed station construction would be compatible with surrounding land uses. During the design 
phase of the WPB-M Corridor, complete engineering and architectural details for station facilities (including 
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Martha Musgrove 
2432 Edgewater Dr. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
561-965-9409 

1. All Aboard Florida appears to qualify for the Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement 
Financing. If a grant and/or loan is approved it should be subject to the following conditions: 

A. AAF should be required to include and pay for the safety improvements at crossings 
that allow local governments to implement quiet zones. Railroads are a "business" 
and no other business is allowed to transfer the costs of mitigating noise to local 
government. 

("No other business" includes airports, which in Palm Beach County were 
required years ago to insulate or buyout residences beneath flight paths; buying out 
proved cheaper for the airline/airport industry. In downtown West Palm Beach, bars 
and sidewalk cafes are subject to noise controls.) Railroads cite laws dating to the 
1800 that shift the responsibility but this country will never modernize its rail system 
through urban areas without dealing with noise pollution. 

B. Navigation must be preserved. Along the New River, Loxahatchee River and St. 
Lucie River railroad bridges have no more than five-foot clearances. The time it 
takes to lower-then-raise the bridges (20 minutes) must be added to the time it takes 
for passenger and freight trains to cross in evaluating impacts. Marine industries 
upstream on the New River are a major employer and economic generator in Fort 
Lauderdale. Industry analysts there report they need 40 minutes per hour free-passage 
on high tide. The EIS does not take tides into account. Recreational boating and 
fishing are major economic generators in Jupiter and Stuart. 

1. The viability of redeveloped and now bustling downtown waterfront-section 
of Stuart is clearly at risk (including the livelihood of merchants, artists and 
performers). The city's downtown traffic issues (epitomized by what's 
quaintly referred to as "confusion comer") require an evaluation of re­
routing of rail or auto traffic; the long approach from the south suggests 
possible replacement of the existing railroad bridge with high-level 
clearance allowing recreational boat clearance. ) 

C. Extension of commuter rail between Miami and Jupiter. An agreement is in place to 
extend Tri Rail service from Mimi to Jupiter but extension is contingent on the FRA 
loan/grant. If no fmancing is to be provided by FRA the agreement will be void. As a 
condition ofFRA fmancing, FRA must require dual-height platforms to 
accommodate passengers of commuter and long-distance trains (AAF has contracted 
to purchase cars with doors that open at a different height than those of commuter rail 
train now in service.) AAF must not be allowed to claim as a "benefit" any 
accommodation to Tri-Rail (the existing commuter service) if no arrangement is 
made for commuter-rail passengers (including disabled passengers) to board or de-



board from rail cars. AAF has suggested Tri-Rail acquire new cars- that is not 
reasonable, it is not a profitable service. 

2 Draft EIS - questions and comments 

A. If no FRA grant is forthcoming for Phase I: What regulatory authority can FRA exert on 
behalf of people in impacted areas? 

B. Please explain: 

(a.) How is it that AAF was allowed to write its own Environmental Assessment based 
on which FRA issued a FONSI that now permits construction on Phase I -
arguably the most controversial phase and certainly the one impacting the 
greatest number of people- and to do so without independent review and analysis 

from FRA?(Aiio-~"<" ~\),ic ~~·v~/cL,~, i:nv' 

(b.) that only Phase II (the link between Cocoa and Orlando), and supplemental changes of 
stations and the "new location" in West Palm Beach" of a "proposed Fort Lauderdale 
layover and ·maintenance facility" is subject to this National Environmental Policy Act 
Process and DEIS. (Summary p S-4) 

In my experience, the FRA process is totally at odds with NEP A processes of 
other federal agencies financing, constructing projects, and implementing 
programs. 

C. Passenger traffic: While the point is made earlier, that this EIS is directed only to Phase II, it 
is replete with statements made about Phase I, including estimates of passenger traffic 
diverted from highways, and airlines. If Phase I, is to be entirely, privately funded the 
number of passengers AAF serves is somewhat irrelevant; public funds are not at risk. If a 
federal loan or loan guarantee is provided passenger projections are very relevant, 
determinant of its success, and ought to be realistic .. 

This EIS describes establishing "sustainable, reliable transportation" as an objective but 
the passenger projections are not credible. For example, the EIS projects 3.5 million 
passengers in 2019 - in the next five years -- but that number includes two million people 
traveling between West Palm Beach and Miami, i.e. commuting via AAF (in lieu of or in 
addition to passengers on Tri-Rail). The EIS also projects 335,628 "auto-vehicles" being 
"removed" from regional highways and roads. Was each of those cars carrying six people? If 
you deduct the 152,000 bus-riders the current number of auto-passengers per car would rise 
still higher. To justify its passenger projections, the EIS must provide some explanation of 
where, in the next five years, all these people are coming from is required. 



D. Crossings and delays: In urban areas, the time it takes a passenger train to clear a crossing in 
daylight hours is certainly going to be shorter than the time it takes for traffic-lights to recycle 
and for traffic that's backed-up at the lights to clear the crossing. The EIS neither 

acknowledges nor attempts to account for this additional delay, which when it occurs on four­
to six-lane arterial roads with turn signals and/ or adjacent to Interstate highway entrance and 
exits can be quite considerable and is a principal complaint of motorists and residents. 

E. Environmental justice: Having recently driven the 528 Beach line corridor from Orlando to 
Cocoa, which crosses the headwaters of the St. Johns River . I agree there is minimal impact 
on minority communities. There is a major impact on minority communities along the coast 
between Cocoa and Miami that the Environmental Assessment identified in census tracts but 
then dismissed and/or tried to offset by projected increases in temporary construction jobs. It 
was generally assumed there would be discussion of those impacts in this EIS. -

I may submit later comments about the environmental impacts of Phase II . 
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Reasons fer Opposition to Aii Aboard Fiorida Raii Expansion 

Like many local residents and mariners, I am quite concerned about the negative 
impact of AAF and the associated planned freight expansion. i understand that 
AAF alone will require 32 additiona1 dosings of the Loxahatchee River railroad 
bridge per day, and that there will be additionalfreighttraffic necessitating many 
long closings also. The freight closings are the worst part of the problem, given 

the long length of the trains and duration of the dosings. 

I see the following navigationaf probtems: 

• Impeding navigation of the river for recreational purposes 
• Limitation of access to the western portion by boaters 
• Limitation of access of emergency vessets for tong periods of time, 

especially when the bridge is traversed by freight trains. This couid result in 
deaths in cases of accidents or illness. 

• Complete blockage of access if a freight train is stopped on the bridge 
because of mechanical breakdown or accident 

• Excessive wear and tear on the mechanism of the bridge 

I further see the following land-based problems: 

• JntolerabJe traffic delays due to the increased frequency of railroad crossing 
bfockage due to both AAF trains and the expected increased number ·of 
long, slower-moving freight trains 

• Increased chance of train-auto coHisions at crossings 
• Long delays in response time for emergency vehicles, resulting in 

unnecessary deaths 

• Decrease in property values due to the noise, danger, and congestion from 
the.incre.ased raiJ traffic 

• Lower quality of life in this beautiful part of Florida. Some of the most 
beautiful devetopments in this part of the nation wiH be devastated by this 
project. 
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ALL ABOARD FLORIDA Comments Donald D. Hood 

Nov 5, 2014 

I'm making the following comments as a citizen of Florida and Indian River County who is IN FAVOR of 

the All Aboard Florida (AAF) project. Why? Because I see the potential of how AAF could be of benefit 

to the State of Florida, my county (Indian River)and the environment. I wish to point out that there are 

MANY in our county who are for this project but don't have the time to participate actively or the 

knowledge of how to participate in hearings and other public meetings about AAF. In a recent survey in 

our local newspaper, the Press Journal, a majority of those polled favored the AAF project if there were 

a stop in our county. Having driven the I 95 corridor to Miami recently I can easily say that I will never 

do it again unless I have to. I would much rather use rail travel. I feel it is safer and will not pollute as 

much as all that chocking vehicle exhaust on the Freeway. However, if you believe the naysayers, 

everyone is against the AAF project. That is simply not true. Those with a negative voice have some 

financial clout and special interests that the average man in the street doesn't have. Once it is explained 

to a person what is to be gained by the AAF project rational citizens immediately embrace the project. 

SO WHO IS AGAINST AAF(and why)? There are five major antagonists to the AAF Project as follows: 

1) Boaters: Boaters are the basis for two of the Political Action groups fighting AAF. One is called "Not 

All Aboard Florida" and another is called "Stop Big Chao Chao". These boaters learned about AAF plans 

in March or April of 2014 and panicked. They have expensive homes on the water and tie up their boats 

there. They see the possibility of railroad bridge closures as adversely affecting them. They are also 

worried about potential property value drop on their expensive riverside homes since they wonder 

about who would want their (expensive) home if boating, or tying the boat up at the house wasn't 

viable? A very rich real estate agent is funding these PAC's to fight AAF. It is simply amazing when you 

consider that there is such a large effort by these PACs on the part of a very small (but vocal).minority 

The Golden rule perhaps? Those with the gold get to make the rules? 

2) "Tea Party" like tax groups: If the threat to AAF these tax groups have created with their negative 

publicity wasn't so damaging, these people would be laughable. They see conspiracy around every 

corner. For instance, The Florida East Coast (FEC) Railway recently bought some new diesel locomotives 

that were environmentally much cleaner than the forty and fifty year old diesels that FEC have been 

using. These tax groups seized on this information as PROOF that the railroad was lying and the issue 

was all about increased freight not higher speed passenger travel! It would be funny if it wasn't so 

tragic! Likewise they see the Panama Canal widening project as proof that FEC Industries is going to run 

more freight, not passenger trains! These groups put on presentations that horribly distort reality in 

their efforts to stop AAF. I'm not sure these groups even know what they really want or why they are 

fighting AAF. Their presentations could be destroyed in minutes by a refereed debate with qualified, 

knowledgeable people who know about railroads (and AAF and FEC Railway in particular). 

3) Real estate: As mentioned above, the real damage being done by real estate people is the funding of 

the negative political action groups. The biggest contributor is from Jensen Beach. He has sworn to stop 

the railroads! Why? Because he represents RICH land owners on high end value waterfront property. 



He also doesn't want HIS high end business hurt by railroads. It appears that the owners of expensive 

river front homes on the wrong side of the drawbridges might be the only home owners affected by any 

potential lowering of home values. No new tracks are proposed in residential areas and that might be 

the only place where home prices would actually drop (other than the small minority of waterfront 

homes on the river). I had a chance meeting with a former employee ofthe Long Island Railroad of New 

York who told me that after high(er) speed rail came in the property values actually INCREASD by 30% as 

towns serviced by the high speed rail found it was easier to leave their car at home and commute by 

rail! All of this negativity by the real estate agents is HIGHLY debatable and very hurtful to the AAF 

project. Incidentally, in Fort Pierce Florida there are some waterfront homes sandwiched between the 

FEC railway tracks (which is a.-MAJOR rail yard!!) and the Indian River Lagoon. These are also high 

priced homes, but because no boating is threated, these people have NOT complained one bit about 

potential drop in value oftheir homes or any potential additional noise from the new trains. 

4).Local News Media: The local Newspaper for ill! of the Treasure Coast counties is the Press Journal 

(PJ), currently a Scripps-Howard publication. There are regional versions of the papers printed but most 

of the editorial input comes from the PJ headquarter in the Jensen Beach-Jupiter area of Florida. They 

are in the business of selling papers, not truth. They have been printing the biggest bunch of negative 

baloney imaginable. Publically they call out misinformation which is then privately corrected. The 

public doesn't see these corrections. I witnessed this in local Commission meetings in Vero Beach on 

several occasions. The Press Journal newspaper is a negative factor as they are distorting truth for 

financial gain (by the sales of their biased newspapers). Very little of what the PJ publishes paints AAF in 

a positive light. 

5) Politicians: That should go without saying that they are a problem. A newspaperman who is no 

longer with the PJ indicated that the negative political stance by local politicians was "shameful 

pandering to votes". I couldn't say it better! Unfortunately, one ofthe Indian River County 

Commissioners is very negative about railroads, period! His was the deciding vote to NOT allow Amtrak 

to stop in Vero Beach because he doesn't like railroads and he thinks they all run at taxpayer expense. 

Of course this is the same man who has real estate interests and connections and was also seen in 

another county at an anti-AAF meeting. I always thought County Commissioners should have an open 

mind. Not this guy and he is hurting us! 

I feel that there are many uninformed citizens who have no idea that the AAF project is in the works, nor 

do they understand what the potential benefits are to our county, county, state and citizens. The Press 

Journal Newspaper only reaches about 30% of households in Indian River County. (and of course it is 

biased negatively to the AAF project). When I talk with citizens in our county about the AAF program 

and what it could mean, EVERYONE I have spoken with sees the benefit to us if a future stop is provided 

here(and that is very possible if AAF predictions about their current project are accurate). Most citizens 

I spoke with had not even heard of AAF until I talked with them about it and some were owners of large 

businesses who immediately grasped the value of AAF. I'm attaching a list of eighteen benefits to our 

county that AAF could the theoretically provide. We need a stop here! We need AAF for the future! 

Please consider my remarks. I hope you find them useful in the decision process! THANK YOU! 
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Geophysical Services • Construction Materials Test ing • Threshold Inspection 
Building Inspection • Plan Review • Building Code Adm inistration 

October 24, 2014 

Eric Claussen 
Vice President- Design & Construction 
All Aboard Florida 
2855 LeJeune Road, 41

h Floor 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

Reference: All Aboard Florida - Letter of Support 

Dear Mr. Claussen: 

LOCATlONS: 
• Atlanta, GA 
• Daytona Beach, FL 
• Fort Myers , FL 
• Fort Pierce , FL 
• Gainesville , FL 
• Jacksonville, FL 
• Miami, FL 
• Ocala, FL 
• Orlando, FL 
• Palm Coast, FL 
• Panama City, FL 
• Pensacola, FL 
• Rockledge, FL 
• Sarasota, FL 
• Tampa, FL 
• Tifton, GA 
• West Palm Beach, FL 

Universal Engineering Sciences, Inc. (UES) is proud to express our support for All Aboard 
Florida (AAF), the privately financed rail project linking the international city of Miami to the 
state's largest tourist destination, the city of Orlando. 

This infrastructure project will provide an alternative transportation mode for our state. It is 
reported, that this year Florida will surpass New York in population to become the third-largest 
state in the country. With the increase in population, comes an increase in the number of cars 
on our streets and highways. AAF will locally link the Florida cities of Miami, Fort Lauderdale, 
and West Palm Beach, with the Space Coast and Orlando, providing Floridians and tourists with 
a transportation alternative to driving . This will be a valuable investment in meeting the future 
transportation and infrastructure needs of our state. 

AFF, a privately financed infrastructure project, will provide an economic stimulus to the state. 
Jobs will be generated during construction of the double tracking and the construction of the first 
three stations located in Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach. When completed, the 
rail system will provide economic stimulus, by providing our tourists a transportation option with 
the mobility to travel between these areas. In addition, the project will reduce congestion and 
roadways and enhance the quality of life in Florida. 

Looking ahead, this infrastructure project will contribute to the long-term solutions to our future 
transportation needs. We wholeheartedly support All Aboard Florida and what it will mean to 
Florida. 

Respectfully submitted, 
UNIVERSAL ENGINEERING SCIENCES, INC. 

~ 
Peter G. Read, PE 
Regional Manager 

Mark C. Israel, PE 
President 

1818 ih Avenue North , Unit 1 • Lake Worth , Florida 33461 • (561) 540-6200 • Fax (561) 540-6242 
www.UniversaiEngineering.com 



THE ALL ABOARD FLORIDA PROJECT AND VERO BEACH Revised 11/5/2014 

Submitted by Donald D. Hood 

There has been much published in local media about the negative effects of the All Aboard Florida (AAF) project 

might have on the Treasure Coast. Most are alarmist overreaction not based on rational fact. There appears to be 

a group in Jensen Beach (real estate based group) that is behind most of this negativity campaign and it is because 

a very few are thinking that AAF might have a negative financial impact on them (and their real estate). Positive 

response is out there, but not very well organized. The biggest negative claim though is that there isn't ANY 

benefit to the citizens of the Treasure Coast. That isn't true, there are some tangibles, particularly safety, but 

there are potentially MANY benefits IF AAF does eventually build a terminal in Indian River County. My concern is 

that the naysayers in this and other Treasure Coast counties will poison the atmosphere for any chance of a 

terminal here in Vero Beach. Spokesmen for the AAF project have already said that after the initial evaluation 

period is over for the new trains, and ridership is as envisioned, there is high potential for future stops along the 

line. However, no stops are planned until AAF meets its immediate published goals. I think the citizens of this 

county should try their very best to work on persuading AAF to stop here and to be ready when there is a window 

of opportunity for such. In that regard, here are some ways that I (and others) feel that Vero Beach and Indian 

River County could benefit from a stop here. 

1. Access to Airports. The most obvious benefit of having trains stop would be to ease the travel problems of 

those in Vero who want to catch a flight. Everybody in Indian River County who flies has the problem of getting to 

and from the airports on occasion. Somehow you have to a friend or relative to take you to a spot where you can 

catch a bus (that makes many stops and adds to the length of your trip), or you have to use an expensive limousine 

service. Rental car companies want your first born if you didn't want to return your car to the airport. A train from 

Vero to either Orlando or Ft. Lauderdale airports would be a significant benefit to the citizens of our county (other 

counties as well). 

2. Access to cruise ships. If you were to take a cruise, currently you would have to drive to a port and leave your 

car in a high priced parking lot where it is subject to theft or vandalism or once again get assistance from a friend 

to drive you to the port. The AAF trains will go right to the ships, or close enough anyway that you could hop a 

shuttle or a taxi. And you just know those shuttles and taxis will be there if All aboard Florida is built as planned. 

3. Access to sporting events in other cities. In many cases there are special sporting events that locals in our 

County would like to witness. Traffic and parking at these events can be a major hassle in Orlando or Miami. What 

about in reverse? Historic Dodger town, our local sports arena could benefit by possible increased use of Historic 

Dodger Town. 

4. Access to cultural events in other cities The possibilities for events are there and they are endless in all of the 

cities serviced! 

5. Increased accessibility to Vero Beach and Indian River County. We know many who are afraid to fly; others we 

know actually enjoy travelling by rail. Some, like me, can't fly anymore for health reasons. The railroad would 

increase the flexibility for travelers both to and from Vero Beach who can't fly or have other reasons not to fly. 

6. Shopping. That one was my wife's idea. I'm not sure I like that (sounds expensive!) but I'm including it since 

that was the first thing she said about the chance to ride a train from Vero to other Florida Cities for shopping 





purposes. I don't think I personally would have thought of it. And what about the reverse of that idea? Perhaps 

there are shopping attractions in our County that would benefit from a train stop with customers arriving by train 

from other areas? 

7. Bring Commercial Air to the County again. The AAF project might be of assistance to those who are serious in 

bringing commercial air travel back to Vero Beach and Indian River County. That could be mutually beneficial to 

both sides of the equation, commercial air interests and AAF interests, not to mention Indian River County. 

8. Increased tourism. If we sell tourism properly in our county, and if that is what our Chambers of Commerce in 

Vero Beach and Indian River County truly want to accomplish, it cannot hurt to have the railroad stop here. We 

have some fine hotels and restaurants and of course the beaches. A new hotel is being built in Vero Beach that is 

only two blocks from the train tracks. The proximity of Disney assets in Indian River county doesn't hurt either 

9. Attending Business meetings in other cities. Having an AAF stop in Indian River County would make attending 

business meetings in the other cities simpler. Staying off 195 which is supposed to be one of the deadliest freeways 

in America is always a plus. Driving on I 95 is positively scary in Miami. 

10. Resources in existence could be used for a station (The old power plant). This was my wife's idea. It was near 

parking and has lots of parking on its own. The old power plant is an asset of the City of Vero Beach. It is vacant. 

It has ample parking for a station and is situated nearly next to the existing railroad tracks. 

11. Increased Safety. Even if AAF never stops in Indian River County, we would still benefit from safety by the 

very nature of the upgrades to all of the crossing in this county. A fringe benefit might be if the City of Vero Bach 

or the County elects to "go all the way" by putting in the increased safety measures that are above and beyond 

what the Federal railroad administration demands. This additional safety measures would eliminate all of the horn 

blowing that is a major objection of those opposing AAF and it would also silence the whistles of all the existing 

(and future) freight train traffic. Of course, another benefit to his increased safety is that AAF is going to pay for 

ALL of the mandatory upgrades. The county would have to pay for the optional safety that would result in 

silencing all horns. Also, after a few recent trips on 1-95, I think AAF has a valid point about relaxing in the safety of 

rail travel versus doing combat on the freeway! 

12. Revitalize downtown Vero Beach Parts of Commerce Avenue in Vero Beach and other nearby locations to the 

tracks are not the best face of Vero Beach. I doubt if anyone riding that train and seeing those sights would elect 

to come here for a visit even if there was a stop here. However, an AAF train stopping here could be the catalyst 

for a rejuvenation or reinvention of downtown Vero Beach. 

13. More Jobs. There are never enough jobs these days. Some jobs will be created by AAF in Indian River County 

even if they don't stop here. Even more jobs would be created if they did stop though. A young local college 

student by the name of Logan Smith has also suggested that a stop in Vero Beach might very well lead to more 

business during the "Snowbird off season" and provide more work for college students who could use a financial 

boost. Of course many new year-round jobs would be created in local businesses IF a stop became a reality. 

14. National Defense. There are some who would say that this is baloney, but the Federal Aviation 

Administration, The Federal Highway Administration( think Freeways) and the Federal railroad Administration are 

all part of National defense planning. In WWI, the Florida East Coast Railway was taken over by the Government 

for the duration of the war. The same was done before FEe's time during the Civil War. The US Military has an 

interest in the AAF project. This is certainly not the biggest reason we should be interested in AAF running through 

our county, but it IS a factor. 





15. Slow Local Traffic down! This was mentioned by the All Aboard Florida Vero Beach High Speed Rail 

Commission already, but it is one I hadn't thought of and it's a good one. Slowing down Vero Beach traffic through 

the downtown area is something that has been of interest in Vero Beach for quite a while! 

16. Travel to Casino's. This isn't "my thing" but others have mentioned it in print that they would like to be able 

to take the AAF train to locals near Casino's. 

17. Alternate travel possibilities (Shifting paradigms): Young people are not interested in driving as much 

anymore. I have talked with a former Georgia Tech PHD whose specialty is transportation engineering, (He is now 

with the Department of Energy's Argon Labs of Chicago). Much has been made in the media about car sales to 

young people. He confirmed to me that, young people are not as interested in owning cars anymore. He said, 

"The big automobile companies are having a VERY difficult time trying to market (automobiles) to the younger 

generation." I have talked with other young people in Vero Beach who feel this way as well. They don't 

particularly want to own a car. They too express an interest in using trains versus automobiles. The younger 

generations seem to be quite interested in the prospect of high speed rail in Florida and the Treasure Coast. Some 

have argued their position to the Indian River County Commission and to the Vera Beach Press Journal newspaper. 

18. Commuting to work in another city: Another possibility is that with the advent of more AAF stops, it might be 

possible for users of AAF to live in one city and commute to the next. Where I live we a neighbor who is a Doctor 

from Miami. He comes up for weekends for instance. Why couldn't Vero Beach or Indian River County citizens 

commute to work in another area? Also, why couldn't those, like the doctor mentioned, move to Vero and 

commute? That would certainly INCREASE property values in our county. 

These 18 ideas are of course fairly unique to Vero Beach or the Treasure Coast. I have not addressed State or 

National benefits which should also be of concern here if we are to be good citizens and bear all this in mind while 

discussing the pro's and con's of the AAF project. 

What are the chances of having a stop her in Vero Beach (or elsewhere on the treasure Coast)? In my opinion, the 

chances of AAF stopping in Vero Beach are very good, if.. .. 

A We can try to get the local (Indian River County) politicians (especially one or two of the very negatively biased 

Indian River County Commissioners), business leaders and misinformed citizens to quit the uniformed attacks on 

something that doesn't even run yet. Doing this seems unlikely as the politicians are the key and way too many 

are chasing the visible votes of the naysayers or their own personal agendas. Also, there is a problem with the 

local press which continues to publish columns and letters to the editor covering the same misinformed and 

negative old ground. The opposition to AAF is well funded and well organized and their spread of misinformation 

and untruth's has made this a one sided negative show for the residents of the Treasure Coast. Most of the 

untruths and outrageous claims seem to be coming from counties further south of Indian River County. The press 

for the Treasure coast is not headquartered in Vero Beach. The Vero Beach Press Journal has input, but the 

editorial content is controlled by the Treasure Coast Press Journal in the same locations on the Treasure Coast as 

the hotbed of AAF opposition. The biggest hurdle for supporters of the AAF in Indian River County is the lack of an 

organization of concerned citizens who view AAF favorably. They are here; they are just not organized (or 

financed)! On the other hand, we also have an Indian River County Commissioner (and supported by a second 

council member) who is voicing his own personal negative views about AAF and all other forms of passenger rail 





travel, spending tax payer dollars on Railroad Attorney's to fight AAF and participating in anti AAF demonstrations 

in other counties. That kind of attack is very hard to battle without a support organization. 

B. Accept the fact that the present AAF plans do not include a stop here. YET. AAF will be the first to tell anyone 

who will listen that the current project as defined is PHASEl. They will also be quick to tell you that whether there 

is a PHASE II or not depends on the success of PHASE I. I have been told that a PHASE II could very well happen IF 

all AAF plans pan out as conceived. In the meantime the plans are to run what they have already described since 

most of the facilities needed OR land required is already in FECI'S hands. IF there is a PHASE II, there will 

eventually be more stations. Where? Why not VERO BEACH? Work needs to start NOW to correct the negativism 

and get with developing a workable plan. Perhaps there are local inducements that would sway AAF to build a 

station here? If we don't do something here in Indian River County, and a new station is built on the treasure 

Coast, the terminal will probably go to Fort Pierce. Why? Of course they have a bigger population base; BUT FECI 

has a rail yard there. That gives Fort Pierce an edge even with its high crime and gang problems. 

C. Perhaps other counties who have expressed a desire for a stop and also exhibit a positive attitude about the 

railway would be interested in working with Vero Beach or Indian River County. There is much to lose by not 

trying! 

We have the potential for some wonderful things happening if we can convince the folks at AAF to plan a stop in 

Indian River County 11if and when" their plans are successful wither their Phase I. To look the other way and not do 

anything or worse, to alienate AAF would be a terrible waste of a potential major opportunity. 
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From: Jerry Buechler, 1719 SW Leafy Rd, Port St. Lucie, FL 34953 305-510-4927 

I request All Aboard Florida's parent company, Florida East Coast Railroad/ Fortress 
Investment Group to place an additional station in Ft. Pierce to partially compensate for the 
negative impacts created. There are over 600,000 Treasure Coast residents now and fifteen 
years from now our population is predicted to be 800,000 to 1 million (depending on how many 
people leave South Florida after they retire.) I am one of those who used to live in Miami-Dade 
county but left due to congestion and high taxes. FEC states adding a stop here would exceed 
their 3 hour travel time goal. Downtown Ft. Pierce already has a multi-level parking garage right 
next to the tracks which is largely unused and would be the most central location for a stop on 
the Treasure Coast. Thousands of people attend our award winning Farmers Market on the 
water every Saturday and many people would travel from South Florida just to experience a few 
days of the beauty of the Treasure Coast. Many from here would also travel to Orlando for 
vacations, and students would use it to go to UCF in Orlando 

FEC needs to take a trip to Japan. September 3rd I traveled to Japan with my son, Adam, 
who is one of 3 UCF students doing a one year exchange in Japan. Before his school started 
we traveled 9 days around Japan using trains and buses. On our last day of travel we took the 
Bullet Train also called the Nozomi (translation means Hope, Wish, Desire) from Himeji to 
Tokyo. The distance was 289 miles with 7 stops and was done in under 3 hours. 

The bullet train, which Japan has had for 50 years, topped out at 177 miles per hour. The 
stops took no more than a few minutes each. Riders purchase tickets which they feed into gates 
that allow them unto the train JJiatform. ·When the train arrives several side doors open and 
people board just like subways operate. At stops riders feed the ticket into a gate again to exit 
the platform which prevents fare cheating. We Hope, Wish, and Demand that All Aboard Florida 
let's the Treasure Coast onboard also. 

A former Senator from South Dakota, who I know personally, as my parents went to school 
with the Senator and his wife is the Lobbyist for Japan Railways Group who is willing to fund and 
supervise building a high speed rail in the US just to get their foot in the door of the US market. It 
may be too late for this project, but there is the 1-4 corridor in Orlando which could use a high 
speed rail also. Please contact me if you are interested in pursuing this potential. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Buechler 
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There is no benefit from All Aboard Florida to residents of the Stuart area, only 
increased noise and increased traffic problems including delays to emergency 
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TO: USDOT Federal Railway Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenu SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Proponent: All Aboard Florida 

CSu~mtn-a::> 

1t/v/2~1Y 
St · Lt..KUr fY1b'1:1ll~tJ-

Subject: Public Commentary on Draft Environmental Impact Statement & Section 4(f) 
Evaluation 

AAF's primary goal of providing sustainable intercity rail service as a private commercial 
enterprise as described in the DEIS is not justified. It fails to take into account existing, 
competing commercial airline service between Orlando and Miami. Airline service is not only 
much faster (approximately one hour flight time versus three hour rail time) but also likely to be 
cheaper. Regular round trip flight prices are avai!able for under $300, whereas MF will need to· 
charge over $400 roundtrip to break even, based on its ridership estimates. 

AAF estimates 1.5 million riders per year between Orlando and SE Florida. This translates into 
4110 passengers per day (365 day year) and 128 passengers per train (32 trains per day). 128 
passengers per train will require a minimum of six passenger cars with attendant operational 
costs. The MF estimate of ridership lacks supporting facts or statistics and appears to be 
based on blue sky estimates by MF. 

The Air Quality appears to fail to take into account the increase in miles traveled by the 
passenger train which should be an offset against the calculated annual VMT reduction. It also 
fails to take into account the annual emissions created by 32 train trips everyday. The diesel 
engines wiil emit carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide, volatile organic compounds and particulate 
matter in measurable quantities. These train emission quantities need to be offset against the 
vehicle emission quantities and may create increases in emissions. Also, noise impact appears 
to be understated, considering an increase of 32 times a day of at least 90db for up to a minute 
or more. 

The economic impact of State and Local Taxes fails to take into account that real estate 
properties adjacent to and near the railroad tracks, will have a reduction in value due to 
significantly increased noise, air and vibration pollution. I have read estimates of a 25 to 30 
percent reduction in property values associated with MF, due to fewer buyers wanting to live 
near a high speed train passing by every half hour. This loss of value will have to be reflected in 
assessed tax values and will significantly reduce the $21 million increased tax income and may 
ultimately have a negative tax effect. 

Finally, the USDOT must answer to the American taxpayer on its' use and or misuse of public 
funds. It is generally recognized that Passenger Rail Service, whether publicly or privately 
operated, is a money losing proposition. In light of this general knowledge, any approval by the 
US DOT of the MF passenger rail project, may constitute, a deliberate and knowing misuse of 
taxpayer moneys' for which the approving authorities may be held legally accountable by 
taxpayer's and or their representatives. Simply put, how does the USDOT expect a money 
losing passenger rail service to repay its' loans? When the rail service defaults, then the US DOT 
must use taxpayers dollars to pay off the loan default. 
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ALLABOARDFLORlDATRACKSCHANGE 

There is a way that ABF could implement their high speed passenger train 
from Miami to Orlando without disrupting the Treasure Coast on to Orlando. 
I certainly do not have all of the facts and figures as to cost, but I would think 
my plan would cost less than the proposed plan. 

My idea would be to take the train as proposed by you from Miami to West 
Palm Beach. Then the train could go to the CSX tracks that goes from West 
Palm Beach northwest past Lake Okeechobee to Winter Haven and north to 
Orlando. These tracks have already been upgraded to Class I so there should 
be no extra cost for that. I'm sure AAF would have to pay to use these 
tracks, but that cost might be cheaper than the cost of upgrading tracks and 
crossings through the populated areas of the Treasure Coast and north. I 
don't believe the cows will mind it too much to have a train or two whiz 
though every hour. However due to safety issues, noise and pollution the 
current plans causes is a BIG problem. I certainly would not want to live 
close to the tracks. 

I feel that you are not being honest about this passenger train business. There 
are no profitable rail passenger systems in our country or Europe or Japan 
etc. They are all subsidized. You plan is to make your money on the stations 
and business around them. That would still be true if you took the train west 
out of West Palm Beach. You do not have plans for stopping in the Treasure 
Coast so you loose no business there. I believe this is all to get the additional 
freight from the Ports of Miami north. 

I have a problem in knowing why a business person would want to take the 
train. Yes, they could work while on the train but it is not going to get them 
to their business meetings. They will need other transportation from the 
station to the meeting. No tourist is going to want to load all their luggage 
onto a train and then have to get other transportation from the station to 
Disney etc. I just don't see where your ridership is going to come from. 

Marjorie Owens 
517 NW Portofmo Lane 
Port St Lucie, FL 34986 

772-344-1857 
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3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name rf/_( fj a_ VIA._ Charnb~/;~ 
Address 

k_c-.. Gh fna.. ~Yl € I? 
fov'r S'?: 

c::: F Lof..-:!--v ?vo. e_ -
email Piease provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 

the FEIS is available 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

0 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

u.s. Deportment 
of Tronsportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 

Comments: 

If you need additional space, please attach a second sheet to this page 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

U.S: Department 
·of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 

Address 

email 

g2-9'f SE Lo..gooVt- bv,tJe-
Du n-eJ -f 3' 3 y-5:S' 

Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 0 U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 

Comments: 

n ~l-/~ 
{!d!,t-~·-r 

w·~7'J? il/L. -r-
--,-------c--+------f'--------;------=-a~--r-~-----/--+-. c_ L.c1 . 

-~~ tu-ie fe- _;l_.,t_~ ~t-<-L-~_J-; 
~D tv ~. av,~ 

?_~~ C7tr/'> ~ \ ~~ 1- {2~-.s. j Lu-
~~ t k::: '--7111 e, s,ckl-<.-ib-r, d/- a;tprnJ d<-at:L/ 

· /v&-t-M-> /,{,! ~ tu r II k -ivC /C ~ · du t/4dtp_;/:zj 

kJJt /V/11 L-;ftf'- Le dk~ . s ,;_-; . /L~,_ r 

puJJ-&, r::i?L ,/ t!Affup_v n X..J,. ;,.,~ <-<.;_e . .,_ ;a.~i&-
a I,- - t(/ d ~;:< .(~ ~ tf_ __ ).u/ Ll-~yf /);I J 9', w A ;0-1 ti I; /

1

Cf,{-J (I)J IL-Le- ' 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 0 
U.S. Department 
of Transportotlcm 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672). 
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Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 
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The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 
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There are 4 ways that you can comment: 
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The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 
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Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 
~\-\eM A-S \Co~SG 

Address 24-4-2. .s. E.. :p, ..t ~ ~..b 
?o ~ <_St, LuL-l~ -

,::'L. 3'-!q 5Z.. 
email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 

the FEIS is available 

~M~S f'l)~<Gf\ 2.LJ.4-Z @ ~ tt .11a. 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

U.S. Deportment 
of Tronspo"rlatioh 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 
project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 

If you need additional space, please attach a second sheet to this page 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

!).S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0672 ). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 
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There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 
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Mr. John Winkle 
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Comments on the EIS regarding All Aboard Florida 

Submitted by David Dale of 4701 S. Indian River Drive, Ft. Pierce, FL 34982 

Among many others, a glaring shortcoming of the statement is in regard to the wildlife 
that will be adversely affected by the 32 additional passenger trains a day plus an 
unknown number of additional freight trains. 

The tracks will pass through the North Sebastian Conservation area, the Savannas 
Preserve State Park, the Seabranch Preserve State Park, Jonathan Dickinson State Park 
and the Hobe Sound National Wildlife Refuge. These areas are home to many protected 
and endangered species of mammals, birds and reptiles and any wildlife biologist will tell 
you that vibration and noise will certainly interfere with their breeding habits. 

All Aboard Florida may even be breaking Federal laws that protect those animals but that 
possibility was totally ignored. 

The construction of a second set of tracks will be equally disruptive due to the heavy 
equipment needed and the large number of workers involved. 

The EIS glossed over these considerations and in a ridiculous understatement said 
"effects to various environmental resources are unavoidable due to the proposed 
location". 

The answer is simple: Choose another, more logical, location that does not run through 
wildlife refuges. 

Another factor I take issue with is that AAF says they will pledge the tracks as collateral 
for a federal loan of taxpayer funds of the astounding amount of$1.6 billion. 
Except to a railroad the tracks are valueless. The Federal Railroad Administration must 
insist that the rolling stock and the real estate where the new stations are to be built be the 
collateral. At least then , when AAF defaults, which is likely, we taxpayers have a chance 
of getting some of our money back. 

On a personal note I have been taken to the emergency room and then hospitalized three 
times in the last five years. On November 51

\ 2014 I spent 17 minutes, from 9:30 until 
9:47AM stuck at the train crossing at Orange Avenue in downtown Ft. Pierce. Doctors 
say the first 15 minutes of an emergency are critical to the recovery of the patient. 

\Vith a minimum of 32 more trains a day my chances of not making it to the hospital in 
time are severely limited. That is frightening and another point that AAF downplays as 
having no significance. The implication that my life doesn't matter is insulting. 
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An Architect's Thoughts on High Speed Rail - Part 1 

When an architect designs a building, he/she meets with the client to 
determine their requirements. By law, an architect must design the safest. 
most efficient project which does no damage to neighboring properties. 
Goals and Expectations are established and agreed upon by the client. The 
architect designs the project to meet or exceed the client's established 
Goals and Expectations. 

Now, let's apply this approach to High Speed Rail (HSR) from Orlando to 
Miami. 

Who is the client for HSR? The client should be the citizens of the United 
States. 

What are the Goals and Expectations for HSR? 

Goal 1. Fast as possible. HSR in Europe, Japan and China runs at 220 
miles per hour. There is no reason that HSR should not run at 220 miles 
per hour in the United States. 

Goal 2. Safe as possible. HSR should be designed with 100% grade 
separation at all crossings. This eliminates dangerous train conflict with 
cars and people. It also eliminates delays at crossings. 

Goal 3.0rlando to Miami HSR should be part of a National HSR Running 
from Boston to Miami. A Boston to Miami HSR would have Major Stops in 
Boston, New York City, Washington, Charlotte, Atlanta, Orlando, and 
Miami. The alignment would follow 1-95 to 1-85 to 1-75 to the Florida 
Turnpike. 

Goal 4. HSR should enhance a Multi-Modal Approach by having the Major 
HSR Stops at Major Airports. This provides fast easy connections with 
Airlines and Local Rapid Transit. 

Goal 5. HSR should do no damage to the environment through which it 
passes including damage to the Economy and Quality of Life. 

These are reasonable and appropriate Goals and Expectations for HSR. 
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1. The EIS should be submitted to the Federal Environmental Protection Agency for review and analysis. Indian River 

County has environmentally protected gopher tortoises and scrub jays whose environment is in the vicinity of the 

railroad tracks in certain areas. These need to be protected. Also, there was a significant Archaeological dig, the Vero 

Man, which must be sequestered from any type of activity which would violate this site. 

2. Public Safety Concern: The statistics for crossing fatalities in Florida for the period 2000 to 2010: the state had 

2867 miles of track and 173 fatalities. Florida East Coast (FEC), parent company of AAF, had 3_51 miles of track (12%) 

and 50 fatalities (29%). 

Comparison of FEC to ACE LA: FEC track has 95% grade crossing; ACELA has 98% bridge crossings. Adding 32 trains 

with 353 crossings in 195 miles in urban areas triples the opportunity for crossing accidents. 

Comparison with ACE LA'S lack of crossings: ACELA has experienced only ONE crossing accident with 3 fatalities and 

only 3 total crossing accidents in their entire history. In the past 15 years, ACELA has had 3 crossing deaths vs. 71 

deaths on the FEC. FEC has 24 times a greater fatality rate than ACELA before adding 32 trains. 

3. APPLICATION OF ABOVE PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS TO MY OWN SITUATION: MY HUSBAND AND I LIVE ON AN 

ISLAND IN THE INDIAN RIVER LAGOON BETWEEN THE BARRIER ISLAND ON THE EAST AND USl TO THE WEST. TO 

EXIT THIS AREA WE USE RT.SlO, THE ONLY ROAD WHICH CONNECTS OUR ISLAND AND THE BARRIER ISLAND TO 

THE MAINLAND. DURING THE PEAK POPULATION TIMES THROUGHOUT THE WINTER MONTHS, TRAFFIC CAN 

BECOME CONGESTED. HOWEVER, AS WE APPROACH US 1, IT IS IMPERATIVE TO KEEP THE INTERSECTION CLEAR OF 

CONGESTION IN ORDER TO MOVE THE TRAFFIC OFF THE ISLANDS. THE US1 NORTH AND SOUTH ROADS AND RT. 

510 EAST AND WEST ROADS FEED INTO THIS MAJOR INTERSECTION. COUNTY RECORDS ALSO REVEAL THAT THERE 

HAVE BEEN MANY ACCIDENTS AT THIS LOCATION AS THERE ARE 2 MAJOR PHARMACIES LOCATED ON 2 DIAGNOAL 

CORNERS FEEDING ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC TO THE AREA. THERE IS APPROXIMATELY 500 FEET BETWEEN THE 

RAILROAD TRACKS AND THE INSTERSECTION TO ACCOMMODATE TRAFFIC PARKED WHILE THE TRAIN IS CROSSING. 

ALSO, THE ONLY FIRE RESCUE/AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR THIS ENTIRE AREA IS LOCATED ON RT. 510 ON THE 

BARRIER ISLAND. ANY EMERGENCY NEED TO TRANSPORT A PATIENT TO THE ONLY 2 HOSPITALS LOCATED ON THE 

MAINLAND MUST USE THIS ROUTE. THIS IS ALSO THE ONLY EVACUATION ROUTE. 

Sheila Clancy 

300 Cathedral Oaks Dr. 

Vero Beach, Fl. 32963 

772 388-1463 

Nov. 4, 2014 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT EIS FORAAF SEPT 2014 

I. No where can I find in the EIS showing the results of: " Buildings where Rayleigh waves would 
cause structural damage." As just using the term "vibrations" does not cover everything accredited to 
all vibrations in a whole. No where in the EIS does it address the Rayleigh/Love waves. Why? 
Explain. 

2. What geographical land type was used in the study to determine the impact ofthe 
vibrations/Rayleigh/Love waves from the trains passing by? 

3. Where there any distinctions made on the type, age and conditions of the structures in close 
proximity to the train tracks? And if so, what? 

4. Ill the Summary of the EIS it states( page S-18)," The Project would have no direct or indirect effects 
(noise, vibration or change in setting) to the historic resources located adjacent to the N-S Corridor. 
" This is NOT AT ALL the case, there is historic properties directly adjacent to the N-S Corridor in 
Indian River County alone not to mention the other counties along the Treasure coast that will be 
affected. 

What if any will be done to mitigate these issues with the areas that will be impacted by the 
vibrations/Rayleigh/Love waves from the High-Speed trains and increased freight train traffic? 

In Rayleigh surface waves the particle motion has both horizontal and vertical components. No where is this 
discussed in the EIS. The problem to find out a low-cost method to install barrier walls against train­
induced ground vibrations has been under investigation. The purpose is to isolate buildings from the 
traveling Rayleigh surface waves. This usually happens when the soil consists of soft layers of clay. 
Such places are locating very often in coastal places, where the soil originates from the sea bottom 
sediments or erosion sludge conveyed by rivers. One promising work method is sheet-piling, in which 
case the barrier has to be composed of sheet-pile wall with soft isolation layer at its building side. The 
purpose of the wall is to reduce the amount of soil masses to be removed and also to support the isolation 
layer, Isolation material could be air cushion or granular material like artificial gravel. The installation 
work can be carried out by computer controlled boom system, which allows drive the pile wall in 
prescribed inclination angle. The boom is equipped with an integrated gripper-driver unit and may 
belong to an excavator with track wheels or it may be mounted on a customized wagon. By changing 
cyclically the bucket and sheet piler, the work process can run in piling-digging-layering-filling phases 
semi-automatically, where the operator assists changes from one internally automatic task to a next one. 

5. ln all of the material it shows that the trains will be traveling at a distance of 50 feet from structures, 
this is not the case in most cities along the Treasure coast. In Figure 4.2.2-4 the AAF EIS shows 
Locofllotive Powered Passenger or Freight trains traveling at 50 mph. However, with existing speeds of 
the freight trains that travel along the N-S Corridor at 54.2 mph, no where does it show what the impact 
ofth~ High-Speed train traveling at 103.34 mph through Indian River County, 93.38 mph in St. Lucie 
Co. and 76.96 mph in Martin Co. Why? Explain. 

1 
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All Aboard Florida Public Comment 
November 5, 2014 

Indian River College 

Submitted by Melinda Meikle - Ssun22@att.net 
772-492-6754- Vero Beach, Florida 

Comments that RegMire Major Consideration to STOP RIFF Loan and Turn Down 
DEIS as being unacceptable, inaccurate and misleading lies. 

Note: The required 110 decibels is 16 times louder than the average pain threshold. 
Noise Issues will create huge liabilities for All Aboard Florida 

Train Horns and Noise Abatement Can Cause Permanent Hearing Loss in Vero Beach: 
Nathan-AirChime is a long-time supplier of train horns in America and approved by FRA standards. All 
they require all train horns to blast at 96-110 decibels for residential, commercial and industrial. 

Nathan Airhorn Disclaimers that accompany all horns warn: 
Train horns Must be used at a distance of 100 feet to avoid damage. 
Proper hearing protection must be worn when using this Airhorn or permanent damage 

may result. 
Never operate this produce close to pedestrians. 

Nathan Airhorn KSLA-AIR HORNS (company says this type will be used for HSR) DISCLAIMERS ON ALL 
TRAIN HORNS: HEARING PROTECTION REQUIRED 

Vero Beach Florida Code Enforcement Code: Section 38-61: 
"It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue, or cause to be made or continued in excess, 
unnecessary or unreasonably loud noise which disturbs the peace or quiet of any neighborhood or 
which causes discomfort or annoyance to any reasonable person of normal sensitivity." 

All Aboard Florida has 353 crossings x 32 crossings day= 11,296 x 4 blasts= 45, 184 day Vero Beach has 
31 crossings x 32 times a day= 992 Toots x 4 blasts = 4,000 Toots Day 

Vero Beach Codes have exempted warning signals even though we'll people close to tracks and 
crossings will hear 4,000 blasts daily, at minimum, seriously harmful to citizens and POSES HUGE 
LIABILITiES 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement, "Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences, 
Pages 4-4 and 4-5, Table 4 For Indian River County 
"Summary of Impact Contour Distances for North-South Corridor Indian River= "Category 2 Moderate 
Impact at 600 feet and Severe Impact at 75 feet." Refer to Noise Source Authories and Their Effects: 

https://www.chem.purdue/edu.chemsafety/Training/PPETtrain/dblevels.htm 
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All Aboard Florida Public Comment 
November 5, 2014- Indian River College 

Submitted by Melinda Meikle- Ssun22@att.net 
772-492-6754- Vero Beach, Florida 

RIDERSHIP AND REVENUE REPORTS ON EIS- Request FRA to DENY RIFF Loan & DENY EIS Draft 
The DEIS is incomplete, faulty and misleading data, ticket prices hidden, AAF sued to have 
ridership/ticket prices hidden to prevent company profitability projections, Lack of Viable and valid 
Business Plan, Unrealistic ridership data on Pages 2-4 and Table 1 below. 

AAF RIDERSHIP AND REVENUE STUDY- Summary Report: Different Numbers Reveal 
Extremely Contradictory Numbers and Shows Failure to Achieve Financial Success 
Refer to: EIS Study Pages 2-4, Table 1: Ridership and Profitable Revenue for 2019 

ANALYSIS PER EIS REPORT- Low Ridership Numbers of 37% to 2019 
Table 1, Pg 4 Below chart says: "4.01 Million in 2019, volume of riders 11,000 per day." 
Misleading as Only Numbers to Use are Base Case, Long Distance (Orlando/Miami) 
Ridership = 1,526,300 Passengers Annually Compare with their claim of 4.1 Million Annual 
Ridership =Very Low Ridership in 2019 of= 37% HUGE OPERATIONAL LOSS 

Note Analysis Points: Only "Long Distance" Applies here for Orlando to Miami and short term 
trains are already in service and not part of AAF.HSR Long Distance Analysis. "Business Plan Case" on 
chart can't be used as that pertains to future expansion. 
"Base Case" ridership numbers are only ones to consider ridership to 2019 -1,526,300. 

ANALYSIS AAF CAPACITY CLAIMS PER EIS REPORT: Only 3.25% ridership by 2019 
Rusty Roberts of AFF repeatedly verified: 10 trains, 400 passengers each, 32 times per day= 128,000 
= 47 million Annual Seat Capacity 
Contradiction: EIS Table 1, Page 4 Shows 1,526,300 "Long Haul" Riders Annually (separated from 
city) compared to AAF Train Capacity per Rusty Roberts of 47 Million = 3.25% tickets per capacity 

Both Above Scenarios Create Huge Ridership Discrepancy and Operational Losses 
Chart Numbers Show 37% Passengers to Capacity, AAF Claim's show 3.25% Passengers to Capacity­
BOTH HUGE OPERA TIN LOSSES- RIFF Loans and Bond Issues won't be pack back! 
25-50% Time Savings in EIS is not accurate compared to Mr. Roberts 30 Minutes HSR Time Savings! 

TIME SAVINGS LIES: Ridership and Revenue Study Summary 
Page Two: AAF says "No Comparable Service" "AAF can provide travel time savings of 25% to 50% 
when compared to existing surface modes (auto) ... Mr. Roberts has presented train to car savings of 
half-an hour since day one! (Verify on MapQuest Orlando/Miami Car Trip 3 Hours and 35 minutes) 

DEIS "Time Savings" of 25-50% Aren't Possible and False! 

' . 

• j 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

U.S. Deportment 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 0 
U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
~dministration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 

~ ~ 
Address t1' I o 2 ~ ::+~ @ -~ A 

~~ -FL 3'2.9-rY 
email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 

the FEIS is available 

<; lA rJ wtZ.E JVTQ CLo ( • Ld'W1-



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 0 
U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 

Comments: 

S,dot1 L- D RE AAI z:-A/12 r?t;'ALI)/i,AIT 

AJu-r /1-r:: tJblll l£!2 WI TH F:t l/-ki~ 

srArcm~ 

Ct7)D/Zi j cTOA_ 
. )' 

T/lb 

,1} lJ /111 AI A \"T /?A 'r I II J./ . 0/1 

-pLOILtOA 

If you need additional space, please attach a second sheet to this page 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0672 ). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 

CL/~viJ~ cJ"" /?--) J )'-f-1 
Address 

&2v~ CJirll J'T. stl?/-IITI o AI 
;: "].. Cj' 6- t 

TL • 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available 

l/2-3 TAAI ~ G- 111AIL .c...o~ 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 0 
U.S. Department 
of Transpe>rlotion 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 

Comments: 

If you need additional space, please attach a second sheet to this page 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

U.S. Department 
of Transportotion 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: · 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 

Address 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available 

• 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

U.S. Deportment 
of Transpo-rtation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments/ and for no other purpose. 

Comments: 

If you need additional space, please attach a second sheet to this page 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

~.s. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 

Address 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 0 
U.S. Deportment 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 

Comments: 

\tJ 

.., 

\1.-),t)\~ ~\~vt_ CC)~ ~ v~ l€~~ ~L.. .. 

.. ~' w\.$~ U~ ~'\'1 ~?- If\ "-~ -~L"\.. 

' 

~~ ~ t..f:~oft....T.S: , 

If you need additional space, please attach a second sheet to this page 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38·311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personalln~ormation: 

Name 
).(~,~ t. \{ ,-r-~ 

Address 'UJS"S l./S ~\G\~W4<t .::1_ 
'\Ji::Qo ~~~Ck\, ~L 32.&\~ 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available 

~a;.,\il~~\ ' 
\4~,\."'-~\\e... ~~\N\..~\ \. C:..o~ -



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

u.s. Deportment 
of Transportation 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Comments submitted using this form will be recorded by the FRA and addressed in the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement. FRA will consider all comments in its decision on the proposed 

project. This form will only be used to record comments, and for no other purpose. 

Comments: 

If you need additional space, please attach a second sheet to this page 



All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail 
Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 0 
U.S; Department 
of Transportotlon 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com. 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Name 

Address 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available ,. 



UNIVERSAL 
ENGINEERING SCIENCES 
Consul tants In: Geotechnical Engineering • Environmental Sciences 
Geophysica l Services • Construction Materia ls Tes ting • Threshold lnspectior1 
Building Inspect ion • Plan Review • Bu ilding Code Administration 

October 24, 2014 

Eric Claussen 
Vice President- Design & Construction 
All Aboard Florida 
2855 LeJeune Road, 41

h Floor 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

Reference: All Aboard Florida - Letter of Support 

Dear Mr. Claussen: 

LOCATIONS: 
• Atlanta , GA 
• Daytona Beach , FL 
• Fort Myers, FL 
• Fort Pierce, FL 
• Gainesville , FL 
• Jacksonville, FL 
• Miami, FL 
• Ocala, FL 
• Orlando, FL 
• Palm Coast, FL 
• Panama City, FL 
• Pensacola , FL 
• Rockledge, FL 
• Sarasota, FL 
• Tampa, FL 
• Tifton, GA 
• West Palm Beach, FL 

Universal Engineering Sciences, Inc. (UES) is proud to express our support for All Aboard 
Florida (AAF) , the privately financed rail project linking the international city of Miami to the 
state's largest tourist destination, the city of Orlando. 

This infrastructure project will provide an alternative transportation mode for our state. It is 
reported, that this year Florida will surpass New York in population to become the third-largest 
state in the country. With the increase in population, comes an increase in the number of cars 
on our streets and highways. AAF will locally link the Florida cities of Miami, Fort Lauderdale, 
and West Palm Beach, with the Space Coast and Orlando, providing Floridians and tourists with 
a transportation alternative to driving. This will be a valuable investment in meeting the future 
transportation and infrastructure needs of our state. 

AFF, a privately financed infrastructure project, will provide an economic· stimulus to the state. 
Jobs will be generated during construction of the double tracking and the construction of the first 
three stations located in Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach. When completed, the 
rail system will provide economic stimulus, by providing our tourists a transportation option with 
the mobility to travel between these areas. In addition, the project will reduce congestion and 
roadways and enhance the quality of life in Florida. 

Looking ahead, this infrastructure project will contribute to the long-term solutions to our future 
transportation needs. We wholeheartedly support All Aboard Florida and what it will mean to 
Florida. 

Respectfully submitted, 
UNIVERSAL ENGINEERING SCIENCES, INC. 

~ 
Peter G. Read, PE 
Regional Manager 

Mark C. Israel, PE 
President 

1818 ih Avenue North , Unit 1 • La ke Worth, Florida 33461 • (561) 540-6200 • Fax (561) 540-6242 
www.UniversaiEngineering.com 
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Federal Railroad Administration 
c/o John Winkle, FRA, 
1200 New Jersey Ave, Room W 38-311, 
Washington DC 20590. 

Dear Mr. Winkle: 

November 5,2014 

On behalf of hundreds of citizens of Vero Beach, Florida and thousands of 
petitioners of Florida Not All Aboard I want to register strong objections 
to the high-speed passenger rail project All Aboard Florida and the DOT's 
loan to same. Simply stated, the project is not viable and will cost taxpayers 
well more than $2 Billion. 

If this is not the case, why did DOT refuse a $ 5.6 Billion grant to Xpress 
West a similar passenger rail project from California to Las Vegas just last 
year? AAF is all about Crony Capitalism with taxpayer funds used to benefit 
a large publicly owned hedge fund -The Fortress Group - which has major 
real estate and freight handling/shipping interest in south Florida, especially 
Miami. .......... . 

Beyond this very basic point, the process for public hearing of the draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Palm Beach to Orlando leg of the 
project is deeply flawed. Important considerations of safety, emergency 
access, costs to upgrade hundreds of grade-level crossings as well as 
impact on local businesses and property values should NOT be in the 
hands of a consulting firm retained and paid by the petitioner, AAF. This is 
DOT's basic job ................ . 

The silence in Washington re AAF on the part of elected officials is 
deafening and, indeed, scandalous ......... Piease see that this letter is made 
part of the public record on this hearing process. 



Federal Railroad Administration 
c/o John Winkle, FRA, 
1200 New Jersey Ave, Room W 38-311, 
Washington DC 20590. 

Dear Mr. Winkle: 

November 5,2014 

On behalf of hundreds of citizens of Vero Beach, Florida and thousands of 
petitioners of Florida Not All Aboard I want to register strong objections 
to the high-speed passenger rail project All Aboard Florida and the DOT's 
loan to same. Simply stated, the project is not viable and will cost taxpayers 
well more than $2 Billion. 

If this is not the case, why did DOT refuse a $ 5.6 Billion grant to Xpress 
West a similar passenger rail project from California to Las Vegas just last 
year? AAF is all about Crony Capitalism with taxpayer funds used to benefit 
a large publicly owned hedge fund - The Fortress Group -which has major 
real estate and freight handling/shipping interest in south Florida, especially 
Miami ........... . 

Beyond this very basic point, the process for public hearing of the draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Palm Beach to Orlando leg of the 
project is deeply flawed. Important considerations of safety, emergency 
access, costs to upgrade hundreds of grade-level crossings as well as 
impact on local businesses and property values should NOT be in the 
hands of a consulting firm retained and paid by the petitioner, AAF. This is 
DOT's basic job ................ . 

The silence in Washington re AAF on the part of elected officials is 
deafening and, indeed, scandalous ... ...... Please see that this letter is made 
part of the public record on this hearing process. 
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Federal Railroad Administration 
c/o John Winkle, FRA, 
1200 New Jersey Ave, Room W 38-311, 
Washington DC 20590. 

Dear Mr. Winkle: 

November 5,2014 

On behalf of hundreds of citizens of Vero Beach, Florida and thousands of 
petitioners of Florida Not All Aboard I want to register strong objections 
to the high-speed passenger rail project All Aboard Florida and the DOT's 
loan to same. Simply stated, the project is not viable and will cost taxpayers 
well more than $2 Billion. 

If this is not the case, why did DOT refuse a $ 5.6 Billion grant to X press 
West a similar passenger rail project from California to Las Vegas just last 
year? AAF is all about Crony Capitalism with taxpayer funds used to benefit 
a large publicly owned hedge fund - The Fortress Group -which has major 
real estate and freight handling/shipping interest in south Florida, especially 
Miami. .......... . 

Beyond this very basic point, the process for public hearing of the draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Palm Beach to Orlando leg of the 
project is deeply flawed . Important considerations of safety, emergency 
access, costs to upgrade hundreds of grade-level crossings as well as 
impact on local businesses and property values should NOT be in the 
hands of a consulting firm retained and paid by the petitioner, AAF. This is 
DOT's basic job ................ . 

' I 

The silence in Washington re AAF on the part of elected officials is 
deafening and, indeed, scandalous ......... Piease see that this letter is made 
part of the public record on this hearing process. 



Federal Railroad Administration 
c/o John Winkle, FRA, 
1200 New Jersey Ave, Room W 38-311, 
Washington DC 20590. 

Dear Mr. Winkle: 

November 5,2014 

On behalf of hundreds of citizens of Vera Beach, Florida and thousands of 
petitioners of Florida Not All Aboard I want to register strong objections 
to the high-speed passenger rail project All Aboard Florida and the DOT's 
loan to same. Simply stated, the project is not viable and will cost taxpayers 
well more than $2 Billion. 

If this is not the case, why did DOT refuse a $ 5.6 Billion grant to Xpress 
West a similar passenger rail project from California to Las Vegas just last 
year? AAF is all about Crony Capitalism with taxpayer funds used to benefit 
a large publicly owned hedge fund -The Fortress Group -which has major 
real estate and freight handling/shipping interest in south Florida, especially 
Miami ........... . 

Beyond this very basic point, the process for public hearing of the draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Palm Beach to Orlando leg of the 
project is deeply flawed . Important considerations of safety, emergency 
access, costs to upgrade hundreds of grade-level crossings as well as 
impact on local businesses and property values should NOT be in the 
hands of a consulting firm retained and paid by the petitioner, AAF. This is 
DOT's basic job ................ . 

The silence in Washington re AAF on the .. part of elected officials is 
deafening and, indeed, scandalous ......... Piease see that this letter is made 
part of the public record on this hearing process. 

Sincerely, 



Book with confidence: We guarantee that you'll find Frontier's best value at FlyFrontier.com with 
our .8.1~lfa1e Clu.f!rnntee, 

Rental Cars: Choose from Avis or Budget, all from one easy search! Rent a Car. BQQ]i.NO\!Y.,. 



QUESTIONS ABOUT EIS FOR AAF SEPT 2014 

1. No where can I find in the EIS showing the results of: 11 Buildings where Rayleigh waves would 
cause structural damage." As just using the term "vibrations" does not cover everything accredited to 
aJl vibrations in a wpole. No where in the EIS does it address the Rayleigh/Love waves. Why? 
Explain. 1 

2. What geographical land type was used in the study to determine the impact of the 
vibrations/Rayleigh/Love waves from the trains passing by? 

3. Where there any distinctions made on the type, age and conditions of the structures in close 
proximity to the train tracks? And if so, what? 

I 

4. fil the Summary of the EIS it states( page S-18),11 The Project would have no direct or indirect effects 
(poise, vibration or change in setting) to the historic resources located adjacent to the N-S Corridor. 
11 This is NOT AT ALL the case, there is historic properties directly adjacent to the N-S Corridor in 
Il}dian River County alone not to mention the other counties along the Treasure coast that will be 
affected. 

What if ~tny will be done to mitigate these issues with the areas that will be impacted by the 
vibrations/Rayleigh/Lqve waves from the High-Speed trains and increased freight train traffic? 

In Rayleigh surface waves the particle motion has both horizontal and vertical components. No where is this 
discussed in the EIS. The problem to find out a low-cost method to install barrier walls against train­
induced ground vibrations has been under investigation. The purpose is to isolate buildings from the 
traveJipg Rayleigh surface waves. This usually happens when the soil consists of soft layers of clay. 
Such places are locating very often in coastal places, where the soil originates from the sea bottom 
sediments or erosion sludge conveyed by rivers. One promising work method is sheet-piling, in which 
case the barrier has to qe composed of sheet-pile wall with soft isolation layer at its building side. The 
purpose of the wall is to reduce the amount of soil masses to be removed and also to support the isolation 
layer. Isolation material could be air cushion or granular material like artificial gravel. The installation 
work can be carried out by computer controlled boom system, which allows drive the pile wall in 
prescribed inclination flllgle. The boom is equipped with an integrated gripper-driver unit and may 
belopg to an excavator with track wheels or it may be mounted on a customized wagon. By changing 
cycli<;ally the bucket and sheet piler, the work process can run in piling-digging-layering-filling phases 
semi-jautomatically, whfre the operator assists changes from one internally automatic task to a next one. 

5. ll) !ill of the materi~l it shows that the trains will be traveling at a distance of 50 feet from structures, 
this l~ not the case in most cities along the Treasure coast. In Figure 4.2.2-4 the AAF EIS shows 
Locop:10tive Powered Pfissenger or Freight trains traveling at 50 mph. However, with existing speeds of 
the freight trains that trfivel along the N-S Corridor at 54.2 mph, no where does it show what the impact 
oftl)~ Jligh-Speed train traveling at 103.34 mph through Indian River County, 93.38 mph in St. Lucie 
Co. ap.d 76.96 mph in tJartin Co. Why? Explain. 

1 
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The DEIS is available at area libraries and on the FRA's website (www.fra .dot.gov/Page/P0672 ). 

There are 4 ways that you can comment: 

1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 

2) Comments may be made orally at this meeting (to the court recorder) 

3) Written comments may be mailed to: 

Mr. John Winkle 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 

Washington, DC 20590 

4) Written comments may be emailed to: AAF comments@vhb.com . 

Comments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name 

Address 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
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All Aboard Florida Questions/comments November 5, 2014 

How exactly will Vero Beach benefit from an extra 32 trains per day running through the town? 

Will citizens have access to transportation on the train to the north or south? When? 

Jobs: What kind? Long term or temporary employment opportunities? Skilled or labor? 

Who in the Vero Beach area benefits from AAF? 

Which political party or people have received donated funds from AAF? How much money? 

Estimate the disruption/hardship in traffic congestion for commuters going from the west side of town 

to the east side. How slowly in mph will trains go through the populated areas of Vero Beach? What is 

the approximate time scheduled for each town crossing? What about ambulance traffic to the hospital? 

Vero Beach has a substantial elderly population, many who may be in need of hospital services and may 

need to cross the railroad tracks. In some health situations, minutes are are matter of life or death. 

Why can't AAF use/extend the less citizen disruptive CSX tracks to the west of Vero- near the Florida 

Turnpike thereby reducing the hardship for citizens? 

Should AAF's predicted passenger ridership fail to materialize, will AFF assume full financial 

responsibility for all losses rather than Florida taxpayers? If not, why not? 
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Nov. 4, 2014 

I am writing to express my objections to the grant of a loan to FECI to fmance proposed 
passenger rail service between Miami and Orlando. Based on my knowledge and research, this 
project will fail, and the taxpayer funded loan proceeds will be lost. 

I will focus on the capital costs, since cost ovenuns will cause the project to fail before the first 
train ever leaves the station. My research comes from The Reason Foundation, Acela financial 
statements, the intemet, and news ruticles on other high speed rail projects. 

• Track upgrades from Miami to Cocoa: Amtrak is budgeting $19.5 million per mile to 

upgrade 23 miles of existing track in New Jersey, which is already double tracked. 

Because AAF is building a second track and installing quiet corridors along much of the 

184 mile route, the cost per mile will be the same or more, or upwards of $3.6 billion. 

• New tracks from Cocoa to Orlando: The estimate for the new Dallas to Houston HSR 

project is $41.7 million per mile, or $1.5 billion for 35 miles of new track. The San 

Francisco to Los Angeles HSR project currently under construction is costing $130 million 

per mile, or $4.5 billion for 35 miles. The recently completed HSR linking Milan and 

Turin in Italy also cost $130 million per mile. 

• Rolling stock: AAF has announced it will buy ten train sets. According to the US 

Inspector General, this will cost from $300 to $700 million. 
I 

• Train stations: AAF has announced that it will spend $209 million to build new stations 

in Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and West Palm Beach. 

The estimates above indicate that the projeCt will cost a minimum of $5.6 billion. At the upper 
end it could cost $9 billion. The project willmn out of money on or before the completion of the 
Miami to West Palm Beach segment. The lenders (taxpayers) will be left with a tenibly 
expensive and poorly utilized passenger train linking cities already served by the Metro Rail 
service which requires over 80% operating subsidies. 

My research has been hampered because FECI refuses to make its business plan public. I 
believe this is because they know that trained financial and investment professionals will rip their 
assumptions to shreds. 

Respectfully, 

~~~\J~ 
Alice J. Johnson 
54 70 E Hru·bor Village Dr. 
Vero Beach, FL 32967 

Alicejohnson5470@hotmail.com 



Visualize This: A True High-Speed Train System built along either the 1-95 or Florida Turnpike Transportation 

Corridors West of our Coastal Cities and Towns. The Florida East Coast Railway Tracks have been replaced with a 

Landscaped Linear State Park Greenway with Bicycle and Walking Paths that are highly utilized by our citizens and 

enhances the quality of life rather than destroying it. 

You may recall that a True Florida High-Speed Rail Project with speeds of up to 186 mph was proposed with initial 

service between Tampa and Orlando and with plans to extend the service south to Miami along the existing 1-95 and 

Florida Turnpike Corridors that already have traffic overpasses and noise abatement walls along the populated areas 

and which would allow the trains to attain much higher speeds. There would be no issues with the trains bisecting 

the towns and stopping Automobile, Public Safety Vehicles, Marine Traffic and Pedestrians along the way 32 times 

(or more) each day. 

Governor Rick Scott, during his second month on the job in 2011 rejected a whopping $2.4 Billion Dollars in Federal 

Money to help build this Proposed High Speed Rail Line from Tampa to Orlando and Orlando to Miami. Why? 

Now Privately Owned Florida East Coast Railway is trying to force a Second Class Not-So-High-Speed System on us 

using a century old rail right of way that has long outlived its usefulness. This Route through the Treasure and Space 

Coasts bisecting our cities and towns will significantly damage the Quality of Life, Health and Safety of our Citizens 

and the Economies of the Region. 

One of the major incentives for FECR to upgrade the tracks is to allow more Freight Trains through our region as a 

result of the Port of Miami Improvements which will allow Huge International Container ships to unload there and 

the containers to be transported via rail with more potential for derailment disasters along the way. 

Scott has now pledged $215 Million in Florida State funds to build a massive Orlando Transit Hub with an additional 

$467 Million from the Greater Orlando Aviation Authority totaling $682 Million to serve the Privately Owned All 

Aboard Florida. This helps only Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Palm Beach and Orlando and does nothing for the Treasure 

and Space Coasts as both passenger and freight trains loudly rumble through our cities and towns and across our 

waterways at least 32 times per day. 

I suggest the following: Offer Florida East Coast Railway I All Aboard Florida an easement along the Florida Turnpike 

or 1-95 to build new tracks in exchange for vacating and abandoning the existing tracks through the centers of our 

coastal cities and towns and deed the land and right of way to the State to be used as Linear Park. The State, in 

cooperation with the Cities and Towns along the route can then remove the tracks and install bicycle and walking 

paths with Florida Landscaping along the Greenbelt. 

Two Much Better Route Options: 

• The Turnpike Route is more direct and would significantly cut the travel time- Downtown Miami to Orlando 

International Airport is approximately 230 Miles. 

• The 1-95 to SR-528 Route is approximately 273 miles but runs closer to 4 International Airports along the 

way: Miami, Ft Lauderdale-Hollywood, Palm Beach and Melbourne. Shuttles from the airports delivering 

people to a True High Speed Train Terminal would greatly increase the number of passengers utilizing the 

trains and boost the Florida economy. 

Looks like a Win-Win solution to me 

Ken Bradley 



COMMENTSONALLABOARDFLOruDA 

PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES: 
110 mph trains through Brevard, Indian River and Martin counties, urban areas 
An accident in Vero Beach at 21st street and Route # 1 would wipe out the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Post Office 
An accident at Aviation Boulevard and Route #1 would wipe out the Vero Beach 
Water Department leaving residents without water for months 
Many residences and businesses along Old Dixie Highway and Route #1 would be 
demolished 

This project has no benefits to public safety ! 

OTHER ISSUES 

Disruption of Quality of Life 
Noise 
Vibration 
Disruption ofboat traffic 
Disruption of traffic flow 
Disruption of emergency care 
Disruption of evacuation 
A transition from occasional interuption of our peace and quiet to a constant interuption 
Reduced property values 

CONCERNS 

32 high speed and 20 freight trains could increase accidents by 300% on the 20'" place 
line for FRA accidents 
FRA should provide speed, footprints and damage information for all significant 
recent accidents in North America 
FRA should require railroad lines to provide documentation of all toxic materials 
canied and restrict where they may be carried if an accident would deteriorate water, 
environment, or quality of life 

PROPER LOCATION FOR HIGH SPEED RAIL 

Sixty years ago, the Interstate Highway system was designed to skirt urban areas 
and AAF should be out in middle of the state where CSX and Amtrak operate -
and maybe Orlando to Miami would be less than 3 hours 

5<t~ J4flw~'' 4N-•­
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To: The Federal Rail Administration 
From: J. Austin, Vera Beach, Florida 32967 
Re: The Vera Beach, Florida EIS meeting 
Date: 11.5.14 

*Potential for the delay of vital transportation services -fire, ambulance, first responders etc. 

*This train will divide our county .. .forever. 

*The Vera Beach Fire Dept. tells us that they are ill-equipped for hazmat training. Each hazmat truck will 

cost between $600,000- 800,000 not including equipment. 7 more fire rescue hazmat trained 

specialists must be hired for round the clock duty. A new fire house must be built. 

*No ridership- potential for hazardous freight v. passenger rail. 

*If fruit and vegetables are transported the use of methyl bromide has been suggested as a means for 

speedy rail delivery from S. American countries. This is a banned chemical. 

*Noise and vibration will be increased. 

*If a train derails- downtown Stuart will be the most severely impacted. This could wipe out an entire 
downtown area. 

*Some roads may need to be closed throughout the region. We do not want the re-engineering of our 

towns. Our elected officials are the only planners for our county- not a rail company. 

*Various forms of wildlife will be at risk. 

*AAF will pave the way for Transit Oriented Development- with other business areas being at risk for 

loss of business. This is not Europe. 

*Trains will hasten the Vehicle Miles Traveled tax as we will be "encouraged to ride a train". Our state is 

not yet massively congested and only 6% of U.S. land is developed. The U.N. would like all Americans on 

a train or bus. This is not Europe. 

*We will be paying for the crossing upkeep of a private company- forever. They should pay us for 
destroying our towns. 

*AAF is taking advantage of the global push for all people to shift to public transportation. This is 

corporatism in the purest sense. 

*To date, public comments have been suppressed on the FRA website. The FRA is not on the side of "We 

the People" ... they are on the side of the corporations. 

Let the G.A.O. have a say in a matter that will change our lives- not for the better. With property rights 
come responsibilities. The EIS does not address the issue of safety. The only winner will be AAF. 

J. Austin 



Nov. 4, 2014 

Alice J. Johnson 
5470 E. Harbor Village Dr. 

Vero Beach, FL 32967 
(772) 794-5234 

Cell: (772) 321-4920 
AliceJohnson5470@hotmail.com 

Re: RRIF Loan Application from Florida East Coast Industries, LLC (All Aboard Florida) 

I am writing to express my objections to granting the above referenced loan on the basis that the 
proposed passenger rail project will lose money, resulting in a loan default. The loan is a waste of 
taxpayer's money, which should be used for infrastructure with actual public benefits. Below I 
have summarized why this project will lose money. 

Insufficient population density & lack of local public transit: There is neither enough 
population density along the route, nor adequate local public transit to feed passengers to and from 
the train. The only "successful" intercity train route in the US is the Amtrak Acela between 
Washington D.C. and New York City, a con·idor with twelve times the population of the 
Miami/Orlando corridor. The northeast corridor cities have excellent local trains, busses, ferries, 
taxis and subways to deliver depruting passengers to the train station, and atTiving passengers to 

, I 

their final destination. However, even Acela requires taxpayer funded capital grants. 

Inadequate demand from business travelers: The tru·get mru·ket for high speed rail is the 
business traveler, who can afford the high price of a train or plane ticket. The Miami/Ft. 
Lauderdale/Orlando mru·ket demand is cunently satisfied by fourteen flights per day, or 2,100 
seats. FEC will be adding 4,800 seats per day. There will not be enough business travel demand in 
our lifetime to fill the seats. FEC claims that their ridership will be mostly tourists, but why would 
a family of four spend $1 ,000 to take a side trip via train to Disney World or Miami, only to have 
to rent a cru· upon ru1.ival? Tourist traffic will be very spru·se. 

Speed: The FEC trains ru·e not "high speed," which by definition means speeds of at least 150 
mph. FEC will take three hours to travel from Miami to Orlando, only slightly less time than 
driving. Passenger trains should never shru·e tracks with :fi:eight trains as proposed by FEC, because 
delays on either route render both services unreliable. The CSX "Theme Pru·k on Wheels" train 
between Orlando and Miami ran freight and passenger trains on the same tracks, and failed in 1997 
after less than two yeru·s, proving the point. 

Demographics and automobile competition prohibit profitability in the US: Intercity 
passenger rail service doesn't work in the USA. The only two profitable high speed routes in the 
world ru·e Paris to Lyon and Tokyo to Osaka. Their in:fi·astructure was built over three decades ago 
at less than 1 0% of cunent costs. Their routes connect dense urban populations served by excellent 
local mass transit. Automobile travel in France and Japan is much more expensive than in the US, 
due to high gas prices and toll roads, rendering their trains more price competitive. Every other 
high speed rail line in the world requires government subsidies. It is inconceivable that FECI can 
operate profitably. 



Capital costs are vastly underestimated: FECI has stated the project cost will be $2.25 billion. I 
believe it will cost $5.6 to $9.6 billion. You can verify this by compadng the costs of other 
projects under construction or recently completed. FECI will run out of funds before the first 
passenger train section is completed. 

FECI is overleveraged: The private sector underwrote $405 million 12% FECI junk bonds this 
summer. How can you possibly believe that they will be able to repay the additional $1.6 FRA 
loan, and why would you expect the taxpayers to accept a rate less than 12% for this speculative 
loan? 

In summary, the proposed FEC loan will not be repaid, and should not be granted. 

Very truly yours, 

Alice J. Johnson 



November 5, 2014 

Federal Railroad Administration 
Via Public Meeting, Vero Beach, FL 2015-11-05 

RE: All Aboard Florida 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We would like to go on record as being strongly opposed to the All Aboard Florida 
railway project in its entirety. We are also strongly opposed to any expansion of 
services or facilities along the Florida East Coast railway line. 

While there are numerous reasons for our opposition, we have chosen to limit this 
letter of concern to our top safety concerns. 

1. Existing rail traffic through the Treasure Coast presents a hazard for 
emergency services vehicles - expansion of services will create threat 
oflife and property by hindering emergency response times. The 
majority of health care services and our only hospital here in Sebastian, FL, 
are located to the east of the existing and proposed rail corridor. Every time 
a train comes through in either direction, all sidings are blocked for a 
minimum of 5 minutes and in some cases up to 20 minutes. These closures 
prevent emergency services vehicles from reaching residents or emergency 
events. Life threatening illness or injuries can't be "put on hold" while the 
crossings are closed. Lives continue to be put in jeopardy because necessary 
medical services cannot be accessed in time. Fires burn longer before 
responders are able to reach the scene. This is only going to escalate if more 
trains are allowed to utilize this corridor. 

2. The existing railway bridges and crossings are woefully lacking 
structural capacity to handle existing trains. The railway bridge over the 
Sebastian River is unstable due to years of wear and lack of routine 
maintenance. The level of corrosion has gone unchecked. The fallout from a 
failure of that bridge would be catastrophic for this community. This is not a 
unique situation. The majority of the existing infrastructure of FEC routes 
are in the same or worse condition. Crossings are unsafe for pedestrian 
access and vehicular access. This is a predominantly senior community and 
many of our residents walk, ride bicycles, or use their scooters/wheelchairs 
to cross the tracks to access the stores on US 1. Replacing bridges and 
crossings would cause irreparable damage to our ecosystem. Our river and 
lagoon eco systems are already in jeopardy with existing infrastructure. 

3. Expansion of the track system to add another set of tracks would have 
an adverse environmental impact on our waterfront community. In 
many of the communities along the FEC corridor, expansion would mean 
elimination of businesses, homes, and green spaces. It would increase the 



rail traffic which would bring with it increased noise, vibration, and 
pollution. Again, no benefit to our community- only detrimental impacts to 
property, our ecosystem, and our safety. 

There are more viable options for expanding north/south rail service in 
Florida. When 195 was being considered as a.elWI!itmr north/south corridor 
the original proposal was to run the same route as AAF is proposing. But 
after impact studies were complete and public input considered, the project 
was moved west with no opposition. CSX operates a successful~ 
northjsouth rail corridor originating in Miami and terminating in Orlando via 
West Palm, Lake Okeechobee area, and Winter Haven area. Why not 
collaborate with CSX or build west of 195? There's wide open spaces out 
there and the existing transportation infrastructure impact is far less 
invasive and detrimental than the proposed AAF route which goes as far east 
as Cocoa Beach and requires at least one new set of tracks and multiple new 
sidings? 

4. We are facing a "taxation without representation" scenario. We are 
being told that there is no financial impact to our community yet we will be 
forced to shoulder the costs of maintaining the crossings in our community. 
We will be forced to shoulder the costs associated with relocating emergency 
services to protect our residents and our property. We will be forced to live 
with an intrusion that is detrimental to the lifestyle of our community. We 
will be forced to accept a project that will further damage our ecosystem. 
And for a community that is finally seeing property values begin to recover, 
we will be forced to accept property value declines as a result of the 
detrimental impacts of increased rail traffic. 

5. We are being denied our right to due process. These public meetings are 
being staged and orchestrated by All Aboard Florida. There are no 
presentations with a question and answer component. The materials being 
used for presentation purposes are provided by All Aboard Florida and are, 
in most cases, woefully inadequate and false interpretations of the impact we 
can expect in our community. Distribution of factual information by parties 
in opposition to the project is being banned at these meetings in favor of false 
statements and renderings created by All Aboard Florida. These meetings 
were intended to be an opportunity for the FRA to share its findings and 
answer questions from citizens of each community in a "town hall" forum. 
Where did our voice go? Who is running this governmental agency? This is 
not a true public hearing. It is a dog and pony show. 

Sir;;!wy 
Nancy Chiappinelli Munoz 
1014 Phelps Street 
Sebastian, FL 32958 
772-913-2570 

~~ 
Gary Stephen Munoz 
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November 5, 2014 

TO: The Federal Railroad Board 

FROM: PROPERTY OWNER AMY E WRIGHT- 423 ROUSE ROAD, FORT PIERCE, FL 34946 

' RE: Comments on Environmental Impact Statement for ALL ABORD FLORIDA ~ 

I am against ALL ABOARD FLORIDA as I see significant environmental imp'acts to all of the small cities and neighborhoods ~ 
along the FEC tracks if this project moves forward. 

It is surprising that in the FONSI document the words "Fort Pierce", St. Lucie Village", "Vera Beach" and "Stuart" do not 

appear even one time. I didn't check for all the other cities like Sebastian, Wabasso, and Melbourne ... but I bet they are 

not there either. One might think they don't exist- but they are in fact some of the areas with the GREATEST c 
environmental impacts. I can't even imagine what downtown Stuart will be like if this goes through. Here are some of \ 
myprimaryconcerns: S'~po~cliJ.+-~·is VOro H.ce-h~ 15 1-n t)e..{JV>~ wh.-CJ.xi ~ 

COV\.C€V'ftS ()J-e ~ ::::; 0 :see.... '-toe.f D~ • 
St. Lucie Village. I live in St. Lucie Village. Homes existed in this riverfront community before the FEC railroad tracks. 

There are plans to have not one additional track but two additional tracks for a total of three the entire length of the 

village. Even better the two new tracks will be in the area to the west of the existing track and immediately adjacent to 

Old Dixie Highway- it appears that there will be 6 feet between the edge of the western most track and the existing 

roadway. The plan puts a train traveling up to 98 miles per hour according to your documents running within 6 feet of 

cars, bikes and pedestrians traveling on Old Dixie Highway. Old Dixie Hwy has a speed limit of 35 miles per hour through 

most ofthe Village and north of Rouse Road goes to 50 miles per hour. With a 6 foot space from the track there will be '1 
no place for a car to pull off the road to stop while the trains go by- so traffic wishing to cross the tracks to our homes ( 

will have to stop on Old Dixie and we will be as close as 6 feet to the train while it barrels by us. Is that safe? Really? ;-} 

Old Dixie Highway itself has no more than 12 inches between the edge of the asphalt and the white line marking the 

traveling lanes (e.g. no bike lane, shoulder etc.). Children waiting for the bus will now have to stay on the west side of ~ 

I 
l 

' 

Old Dixie and if a train is going by the buses will get caught in the traffic. Would you want your child standing near a train :::. 
<::: 
~ 

traveling 98 mph? How can we have trains operating at high speed with no setback? We can't build anything within 6 

feet of a property line in the village- let alone a train track. Will all the fiber optic and other buried cables be moved to 

the western side of Old Dixie? Who will pay for that? Currently there appear to be at least four different buried cables in 

this area. And just a bit further north of the village is Florida Atlantic University with hundreds of people arriving at work -ft. 
and classes each day ... one can expect long delays as trains jockey around on three separate tracks. ..!1 , _ 

1 
.. .f_. 
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PROBABLE USE OF THE THIRD TRACK- If one considers what the likely use of the third track is, one can guess that it will -

be to sideline the freight trains (perhaps even stopping them) which would of course totally block ingress and egress to 

our homes for residents, emergency vehicles, mail delivery, trash trucks etc .... I have waited many a time for the crawling 

(or parked) freight train to move from the railroad crossing and with the poorly conceived project called All Aboard 

Florida I can imagine this will be MUCH MORE OFTEN because there will be three times the number of trains! I sure 

hope that neither my 84 year old mother nor I need EMS for anything after this disaster happens. 

Quiet Zones- The Village runs for about 3 miles- it has 8 RR crossings- if the train is moving at 98 miles per hour (taken 

from map) it would take less than 2 minutes to go through the Village and it would come to a crossing every 15 seconds. 

Sounds pretty fast.. .. we won't even notice them- gone in the blink of an eye. The only issue is that the trains would 

have to blow their horns the entire way through the Village- WHOOOO WHOOO WHOOO ... how nice ... especially for the 

homes that are right next to the tracks. The solution?- QUIET ZONES- impenetrable barriers that come down and block 

traffic- no horn blowing necessary. The issue with these new "quiet and impenetrable" crossings is that every time one 

of the "maintenance trucks" is near the crossing (within a few blocks) the bars will come down and block movement 

through the crossing. This happens a lot- probably more often than an actual train coming through- but worse yet are 

those times when the crossing simply closes- for no reason, no train, no maintenance worker- just a closed crossing­

which can go on for half an hour or more. With the current set up you can get out of your car- look up and down- see 

that there is not a train or a truck -and drive around the barrier (probably not legal, but then blocking the road is also 



illegal). With the QUIET ZONES we will be stuck- even if there is NOT a train- just a broken system or maintenance 

workers somewhere up the tracks. The maintenance people are there multiple times per week- and with three tracks 

they will be three times as often- so even when trains are nowhere nearby- the crossings may be closed and no one can 

either enter or leave the neighborhood and traffic stopped on Old Dixie Highway. Even with just a few trains per hour­

total downtime at any crossing will be substantially longer. But no one seems to have thought about this- maybe they 

don't live near a railroad crossing- and have to deal on a daily basis with track maintenance and "ghost trains" that close 
the crossings. 

RIDERSHIP- The ridership report seems like someone's pipe dream and one wonders how they can be serious. It is filled 

with assumptions that they even say are assumptions with limited if any real data to support them. They do not take 

into account the added cost of transportation around the "destination cities". Will there be a giant upturn in Taxi 

service in Cocoa Beach- and who are these hundreds of thousands to millions of people who want to go there- and 

why? Maybe Ron Jon's will see an upswing. Similar comments for West Palm ... what are you going to do in WPB- go 

shopping, clubbing? Maybe the Kennedy's will take the train ... I guess once you are at the station you can rent a car or 

take a taxi- or better yet use the bus system (LOL). Maybe the connections in South Florida (Miami, Lauderdale) will be 

used- but it is not clear who really wants to take the train north and if there is this huge need why don't they use the 

existing AMTRAK services? It is FASTER than the proposed new train. No need to destroy all of the communities north of 

Palm Beach for nothing ... or could it be for more freight? 

PORTS- So the funny thing is that all of the places that this passenger train is going to travel to- all have ports- Port of 

Miami, Port Everglades, Port of West Palm Beach and Port Canaveral - could the real reason we need this be so that 

they can haul more freight? Between ports .... and on to other places? Or is there going to be a sudden surge of people 

wanting to take cruises .... and if so, why don't they just fly into the city where their ship departs? 

There is an old saying ... lf it doesn't sound right or make sense then it's probably isn't true. Nothing about All Aboard 

Florida sounds right- nothing about it makes sense- all this expense and impact to the communities along the eastern 

Florida coast but nothing that shows any real concrete benefit to anyone- except some real estate deals making the 

owners rich and some jobs building and maintaining it- and of course the taxi driver jobs for all those people who get left 

at the station with no way to get anywhere else. I am totally against any kind of Federal loan because I can see no way 

that this boondoggle will make money- tax payers will be left holding the empty bag that once held 1.6 billion dollars. If 

they can get private dollars to back this with absolutely no government involvement (no bonds)- then fund it that way­

but unfortunately for All Aboard Florida it doesn't appear that the deep pockets of the private sector are "on board" -

they can see the same flaws that are obvious to everyone else. 

I ask that this letter be incorporated into the public comment section of the documents on environmental impact of All 

Aboard Florida . There are serious environmental impacts to the communities along the track of All Aboard Florida- none 

of which are mentioned in your reports because they don't address the communities along the central eastern Florida 

coast. We will have added noise, vibration, safety issues, reduced access to our homes and emergency services, traffic 

backups and delays and costs of maintaining these "improved" crossings. There are issues regarding boating and 

navigation in the Stuart Area. This is not a project that should move forward. 

My suggestion: if this is about passengers going between South Florida and Orlando- (and not about more freight on 

FEC) then put the new tracks on the CSX right of way to the west and compete with Amtrak .... or just do the South 

Florida bit of it and stop there .... but then that might not connect the ports ... would it? 



Comments - All Aboard Florida 

As things presently stand, nothing has been published which would provide any reason for 
residents of the Treasure Coast (TC) to favor or be supportive of the All Aboard Florida's 
(AAF) train proposal. The impression generated, by the AAP people, appears to be "The public 
be dammed, full speed ahead"! 

To my knowledge there have not been any considerations given as to how to "sell" the planned 
train service to the people on the TC. From what I have heard and concluded, the following are 
the pertinent points of discussion which would provide a more favorable response from the TC: 

1. Provide one passenger train which would provide service to the TC, one train north and 
one train south, each day. The favored passenger stop, to board/ discharge users, would 
appear to be Fort Pierce, with a time scheduling which would provide, at a reasonable 
cost, connections with Amtrak and the airport. The Treasure Coast has, for many years, 
been in favor of passenger service. 

2. Publicize the schedule of all train traffic by the day of the week and the time of ani val at 
each major city, passenger and freight. 

3. Information should be provided indicating the speed of all trains at each city, lengths of 
the trains and the actual time required to clear intersections. 

4. Of great importance would be information where freight trains would be sidetracked for 
the passage of the high speed passenger trains? 

These would be the minimum considerations which would possibly interest and sell the train 
proposal to the TC! 

If these concerns are not given full consideration it is doubtful that most of the TC will support 
the proposal. Then, All Aboard Florida will, very likely, become "a dirty word" on the TC! 
Would this be "positive Good Will"!? 

Submitted by: 

Gordon R. Pyper 

42 Woodland Dr., #207 

Vero Beach, FL 32962 



August 21, 2014 

Mr. Joseph C. Szabo 

Administrator 

Federal Railroad Administration 

1200 New Jersey Ave 

Washington, DC 20590 

Re: All Aboard Florida 

Dear Mr. Szabo: 

Theodore W. Robinson Ill 

50 Caserea Court North 

Indian River Shores, FL 32963 

{772) 231-7537 
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h~a_.~ ~ ~~ 
:t:tx. ~ ~ .:c ~ •&Q_ I~ '. 

-: \ ~ ~b~·-----
AII Aboard Florida will inconvenience or otherwise harm just about everybody who lives, works, shops or 

goes to school along Florida's eastern corridor between Miami and Cape Canaveral. 

Following are my concerns: 

• Assertions that the project will increase tourism, create jobs, have positive environmental and 

economic impact, and reduce automobile traffic between destinations are speculative, 

misleading or false. 

• Management is not project tested for high speed rail beyond its slick marketing and backroom 

politicking capabilities. 

• Any miscalculations or oversight in the company's business, engineering or operating plans 

could prove catastrophic. 

• The Florida East Coast rail bed is not suited for high speed trains in many areas where roads 

closely parallel and intersect tracks. 

• Any train is a threat to public safety despite precautions taken. 

• Almost every three hours a person or vehicle is hit by a train (NBC Nightly News 7-29-14). 
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• All Aboard Florida trains will become increasingly annoying, distracting and disruptive to 

families, businesses and local governments with the passage of time. 

• Most commercial and residential real estate within sight and sound of the trains will lose 

desirability and value. 

• All Aboard Florida is not a public necessity, will have little public value, and probably 98% of 

Florida residents, visitors and taxpayers will never board an All Aboard Florida train once the 

marketing stops and the novelty wears off. 

• The company cannot compete with other modes of transportation in terms of total door-to­

door travel time and cost. 

• All Aboard Florida and its parent company, Florida East Coast Industries, can never cover 

investment, debt service and operating costs without some form of public subsidy. 

• All Aboard Florida is probably structured -legally and financially- for bailout by taxpayers in the 

event of catastrophe or project failure. 

• The collateral offered, rolling stock, is unacceptable. with a liquidation value of only a small 

percentage of the $1.6 billion public financing sought. 

• All Aboard Florida will add to traffic congestion around station stops in Miami, Fort Lauderdale, 

West Palm Beach and the Orlando airport without noticeable improvement in road travel 

conditions between them. 

• The company's grandiose private real estate development and railway infrastructure 

improvements will cause traffic snarls and other problems wherever work is being done, 

reminiscent of Boston's Big Dig. 

• There are proponents of All Aboard Florida from the public and private sectors who place self­

interest ahead of public safety and financial welfare, and consequently cannot be entrusted with 

the management and use of $1.6 billion borrowed taxpayer money. 

In view of the foregoing, I trust you and your Federal Railroad Administration associates will deny All 

Aboard Florida the RIFF financing it seeks. You cannot in good conscience use taxpayer money to 

finance a project that will inevitably inconvenience and harm anyone you are constitutionally obligated 

to protect and serve. 
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Thank you for your consideration. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter. My telephone number is 

(772) 231-7537 if you have any questions or comments. 

Sincerely yours, 

Theodore W. Robinson Ill 

cc: Anthony Foxx, Secretary of Transportation, U.S. DOT 

Jeff Marootian, White House Liaison, U.S. DOT 

The Honorable Patrick E. Murphy, U.S. Congress 

The Honorable Bill Posey, U.S. Congress 

The Honorable Marco Rubio, U.S. Senate 

The Honorable William C. Nelson, U.S. Senate 

Michael Busha, Executive Director, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council 

Joe Baird, Indian River County Administrator 

Jim O'Connor, City Manager of Vero Beach, FL 

Joe Griffin, City Manager, Sebastian, FL 
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1) Written comments may be submitted tonight, in the boxes provided 
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November 5, 2014 

Representatives of Vero Beach, Florida 

"All Aboard Florida" is truly a misnomer, because the company has no intention of including the 

residents of the town of Vero Beach. My husband and I anticipated a passenger train that would 

transport us from Vero Beach to the V.A. facility in West Palm Beach. When A A F announced their 

plans for high speed rail service, I was interested, but soon dismayed as their projected plans would not 

include a stop in Vero . In fact, no stops were planned for any city between Orlando and West Palm 

Beach . Not one of the 16 daily trains would be available to the residents, but their cars would pass 

through 32 times per day up to a speed of over 100 mph, disrupting traffic and adding to the noise level. 

Why would AAF and the Fortress Investment Group ever expect any support from our community or the 

other communities along the current railroad tracks passing through the center of our small towns? And 

to add insult to injury, this private investment group is asking for public support by asking each town to 

pay for upgrades to the tracks in the town and for any additional safety features needed at our 

crossings. It seems to me that the Investment group has little to lose, but the communities have much 

to lose- profits for investors, none for residents. 

And what about citizens who live west of the railroad track? In an emergency situation how long will 

ambulances have to wait at crossing while transporting citizens to the Indian River Hospital located to 

the east of the railroad tracks? How many lives may be lost in such a delay? 

I envision a rail service that might just fail to reach the projected passenger capacity as do most of the 

rail systems in the U.S. What then? Will the company throw up their hands and request more 

government help? Isn't this simply a further burden on the taxpayers? Or will they trade the passenger 

cars for longer freight cars to transport goods from the port of Miami northward as I suspect might just 

be their ultimate goal anyway. 

I ask that our town not support this project. Let the Fortress Investment Group and their investors use 

the westerly tracks by the Florida Turnpike for their route from Orlando to Miami. Only then will there 

be less disruption to our towns. How they fund the additional tracks and safety issues should be theirs 

to solve, and covering any losses due to poor ridership should be their responsibility as well. Taxpayers 

here don't want it and shouldn't have to pay for any of it. 

Ann Rabinowitz 2488 63rd Square, Vero Beach, FL 32966 
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1. Amtrak runs between Miami and Orlando. Do we really need more train transportation between those cities? If so, why 

must it run through the middle of our towns along the east coast? 

2. The Panama Canal expansion project is expected to be completed by 2016. It will double the capacity of the canal by 

allowing more and larger ships to pass through the canal. The Port of Miami will be the closest port for off-loading goods 

at this end of the canal. If demand for passenger service by train between Miami and Orlando isn't high, the tracks will be 

ready for more freight trains. If speedy passenger trains divide our towns, imagine what a major increase in long, slow 

freight trains will do. 

3. Some are in favor of trains through our towns because the laying of tracks will create jobs. First of all, even if jobs are 

created locally, they will last only as long as the construction of the tracks lasts. Also, surely they would not hire a new 

crew in each town. If they were to do so, the jobs that would be created would be of even shorter duration. 

4. Florida depends on tourism. Most permanent residents may find themselves stuck in towns where train traffic adds 

noise and makes it difficult to get to the beach, favorite restaurants, and shopping. Emergency vehicles may be unable to 

get to people needing speedy access to hospitals. We may have to deal with all of that, but our visitors don't. They can 

simply choose another town, maybe on the west coast or even in another state, to winter in. 

5. Please seriously consider the change in quality of life for those towns to be affected by the addition of additional tracks 

through our towns- the towns that are home to so many of us. This is not necessary. Send the trains to a less populated 

area. There is no reason not to send them elsewhere while there are so many reasons to keep them out of our towns . 
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If 

THEY KNOW ... LIVES WILL BE LOST. 1ST RESPONDERS WILL BE 
HAMPERED .... MANY.PRECIOUS MOMENTS WILL BE LOST AT THE 
CROSSINGS FOR ACCIDENT VICTIMS .. HEART ATTACKS AND MORE. 

THE ALL ABOARD FLORIDA SAYS IT ONLY TAKES 49 SECONDS FOR THE 
TRAIN TO MOVE ACROSS A CROSSING, BUT, HOW MANY CROSSINGS 
WILL HAVE TO CLOSE AHEAD OF A TRAIN RUNNING OVER lOOMPH? 

PEOPLE WORRY OUR REAL ESTATE VALUES WILL DROP AND PEOPLE 
WILL LEAVE TO FIND BETTER SEASIDE COMMUNITIES. THERE ARE 
SERIOUS RAMIFACATIONS ABOUT THIS. 

WE ALREADY HAVE AMTRAC PASSENGER SERVICE ... WHICH IS 
FEDERALLY FUNDED BETWEEN MAIMI AND ORLANDO. WITH TWO 
TRAINS SPLITTING THE RIDERSHIP .•.. NEITHER ONE WILL SUCCEDE . 

THE AAF STATES" THE PASSENGER TRAINS WILL LOWER THE 
CARBON FOOTPRINT" taking cars offthe road. WRONG ... CARS HAVE 
POLLUTION CONTROLS ... DEISEL LOCAMOTIVES SPEW SOOT. WE AS 
HOMEOWNERS HAD TO CLOSE IN OUR BACK PORCH BECAUSE OF THE 
SOOT ON EVERYTHING. I CAN'T IMAGINE HOW BAD IT WOULD BE 
WITH ALL THE PROPOSED FREIGHT TRAINS. 

HAVING OWNED AND OPERATED A FINE ART GALLERY IN PA FOR 27 
YEARS ..... 1 HAD PLANS TO OPEN A GALLERY IN THE ART DISTRICT 
DOWNTOWN. LIKE MANY OTHERS, WE CANNOT DO BUSINESS IN A 
PLACE WHERE MANY TRAINS CUT THE CITY IN HALF ALL DAY LONG 

THIS PROJECT PROVIDES NO BENEFITS FOR US ... ONLY DAMAGES, DUE 
TO LIABILITY RISKS AND FINANCIAL COSTS .... AND LOSS OF BUSINESS 
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I am against All Aboard Florida in any form for several reasons: 

We will never be able to attract high technology manufacturing firms that require vibration free 
manufacturing processes such as semi-conductor fabrication. I know this because I was a design 
engineer with a major fab facility. 

A quadrupling in the number of times traffic is stopped, will create untenably long lines 
extending across US 1 thus creating unsafe traffic conditions. 

School buses and emergency vehicles will be more at risk than they are now. 

The list of reasons for my other objections need not be repeated here for others have already 
documented them. 

But the biggest reason for my objection is that All Aboard Florida will destroy our way of life which has 
been developed in an orderly and carefully planned fashion over the last 100 years only to be destroyed 
in a metaphorically instant. Up to now Vero Beach has been one, homogenous town. All Aboard will 
bisect the population. It will isolate those who live on one side of the tracks from those on the other 
politically, socially and economically. This isolation will destroy our tourism trade, reduce real estate 
values and ruin our reputation as a bucolic and verdant island in the sun and, up to now, a great place to 
live. 

Ron Renaldo 
7 Vista Gardens Trail 
Unit 203 
Vero Beach, Fl, 32962 

E-mail: rrenaldo@stny.rr.com 
Tel: 772-564-9643 
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EIS Public Comment 

North Beach Civic Association 
12546 N Hwy A1A 

Vero Beach, Fl. 32963 

November 6, 2014 

Public Safety and our Efficient Transportation impacts regarding AAF 

Dear Sirs; 

EIS Mitigation and Impact Sharing Plan: Many are concerned, we will be overwhelmed by the 
impacts which need expensive mitigation! This proposed high speed rail not stopping in many 
downtown centers, hence, it provides disruption and no public benefit! The rail transportation 
impacts to public safety and vehicular traffic are huge! Emergency access to medical facilities 
will require a large demographic base to cross the rail tracks impacted by proposed new high 
speed and rumored Panama Canal freight services! The rail lines will morph into a new 
disruptive boundary and time delay warp! Planned intense rail uses for extensive freight, two 
passenger lines, plus corresponding passing and loading tracks will be much like a new 
interstate running through towns! Even with signals the volume of trains navigating at grade 
crossings will be high! Vehicles must contend with high speed rail that should be elevated or 
below grade! There are exponential impacts for the public, especially children, and animals 
crossing with trains running at 110 miles per hour! Walkers, wheel chairs, and baby carriages 
must move quickly across several tracks. Timing Impacts: Navigational waterway traffic will be 
discouraged greatly affecting commercial fishing and recreational boating! This will require new 
bridges! 

High speed rail should move west as elevated track away from downtowns! It might be possible 
to share the Florida Turnpike to Orlando, or possibly 1-95. Another solution is a sharing 
agreement with the CSX rail because much of the track is west and not does not impact most 
downtown centers! 

Extensive Rail Expansion and the Future End Game with No Stops: Typically, high speed rail 
trains should be placed away from the downtown city center and elevated or set below grade 
to avoid transportation impacts to our economy and quality of life! We will need to mitigate 
this by bridge flyovers or tunnels! Since tunnels will be difficult to build due to the water table, 
new bridges and bridge flyovers will be needed! Bridge flyovers are expensive at approximately 
26 million dollars without real estate costs or business damages and severance included! The 
severance and business damage to the built out downtown may be high but this may be the 
only way for our transportation system to function at a quality of life and public safety level! 
We will need a number of bridge flyovers at crossings for our transportation system to 
function! 



PG 2 EIS Comments 

At this point, we need a definitive statement outlining solutions! All aboard Florida, FEC Rail, 
related companies, and FRA, should prepare more extensive impact statements and share the 
impacts if this bold initiative to build a high speed rail through our downtowns moves forward! 
Our downtowns were not designed for proposed present and future proposed high speed and 
other rail expansions! Downtown high speed rail, followed by projected FEC Passenger Rail, 

Panama Canal based freight expansions, passing and parking loading tracts, Etc. Furthermore, 
we need to cost out these transportation impacts! The EIS should outline the cost of bridge 
crossings at adequate spacing with impacts! The cost should reflect X amount of dollars to 
mitigate this new influence to transportation, and public health access as well as outlining the 
immediate method of covering necessary mitigation funding! 

Additionally, all related and companies should guarantee notes or bonds (not limited to rolling 
stock as collateral)! We formally request additional meetings over this matter and the right to 
respond! 

Respectfully, 

tu~ ~~/ f~Jvd 
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TO: John Winkle, FRA 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room V38-311 
Washington D. C. 20590 

From: Sue Olson, Brevard County 
Email: jerryandsue 1967 @bellsouth. net 

HAND DELIVERED Nov. 12, 2014 
FRA Public Comment - Cocoa 

Subject: Draft Environment Impact Statement - All Aboard Florida (AAF) 

DEIS Statement: Page 4-132, 5.4.4.2 - Environmental Consequences 
The No-Action Alternative would continue to be operated consistent with the regulations applicable to the 
existing FECR freight operations. The Project Alternatives and equipment would be constructed, maintained 
and operated consistent with FRA safety regulations. Design elements of the Project include: enhancing signal 
and train control systems; reducing the potential for accidents at highway-rail at-grade crossings; and limiting 
access to rail infrastructure by trespassers and other unauthorized persons. These design elements support 
safe railroad operations for passengers, employees, pedestrians, and motorists. Consolidated control of freight 
and passenger train movement, plus the added rail infrastructure, will allow freight operations to continue to 
operate reliably without adverse impact from the restoration of intercity passenger rail services within the N-S 
Corridor. The Project would not appreciably affect public health, safety, and security in the rail corridor. While 
greater frequency of trains may increase the frequency of opportunities for conflict between trains and vehicles 
or people. safety improvements at crossings. an upgraded PTC system. enhanced security. and improved 
communications among emergency responders would be a beneficial effect. serving to minimize potential 
conflicts and their consequences. AAF will develop a comprehensive safety program. 

CONFLICT: Completely missing in this DE IS, is an analysis of the tradeoff between All Aboard Florida (AAF) 
profits and community losses of life, injury and property. Over the past 10-years, FEC freight trains had 211 
accidents and:caused 46 deaths- without the addition of 32 daily higher speed passenger trains. Residents in 
Southeast Florida WILL be impacted by the safety hazard of All Aboard Florida (AAF) trains. Residents will die 
as a result of this project. 

AAF is trading profits for the lives of residents who live near the tracks or navigate FEC/AAF road crossings. 
Local governments have yet to learn if they will be responsible for paying the cost of pedestrian swing gates, 
fencing or 'channelization,' traffic signal pre-emption devices, 4-quadrant gates or safety consultants. 
Additionally, local governments may decide NOT to pay for these safety changes if they are not required to so 
by State or Federal mandate. The implementation of "closed corridors" was imposed on AAF by Florida 
officials and the description and definition of this safety improvement seems to vary for crossing to crossing. 

ACTION REQUEST: The USDOT 2014 Value of One Statistical Life is $9.2 million. These costs MUST be 
reasonably analyzed against the costs associated with injury or death due to an accident with a train. So far 
this year, the FEC railway has recorded ten accidents at road crossings. The State of Florida has no 
regulations in place for trains traveling at speeds up to 110 mph. 

If the Federal Railroad Administration is faithfully executing its respom;ibility to reasonably protect us from this 
recognized hazard, then the FRA needs to show residents that All Aboard Florida's marginal investment in 
safety measures will cost MORE than the $9.2 million per year needed to save one statistical life per year. The 
alternative is to make FEC/AAF pay for, install and maintain all necessary safety improvements at road 
crossings including gates, pedestrian swing gates, as well as gates at necessary foot paths, channelization, 
safety consultants and traffic signal pre-emption devices. 

Lives depend on the FRA acting in support of safety rather than protecting the FEC Railway and All Aboard 
Florida's bottom-line. 
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October 20, 2014 

EMAIL: AAF comments@vhb.com 
Mr. John Winkle 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Room W38-311 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: All Aboard Florida 

Dear Mr. Winkle: 

Eric B. Jontz 
Jeffry R. Jontz 

Richard A. Leigh 
Douglas C. Spears 

John R. Stump 
Richard R. Swann 
Leigh A. Williams 

Donald P. Dietrich 

OJCoumel 

Email: rswann@swaunhttclley .com 

This letter is submitted to provide the undersigned's comments in support of All Aboard 
Florida. I frequently travel from Orlando to Ft. Lauderdale or Miami and am anxious to use the 
proposed service. 

All Aboard Florida will provide a significant enhancement amid the choices of 
transportation between Orlando and South Florida. It will reduce to some degree traffic 
congestion on Florida highways and in the airways between these areas. In addition, All Aboard 
Florida's proposed schedule will provide transportation with sufficient frequency savmg 
substantial time and costs compared to the alternatives of automobiles and airplanes. 

For example, for a business person to take an airplane to Miami, one must spend time 
arranging a flight, getting to the airport at least 1 Y2 hours ahead of schedule and likewise for the 
return, resulting in a minimum of 3 hours plus boarding, runway and flight time. The business 
meeting will either be constrained by one's return flight or one must wait for the next available 
flight adding untolled hours to the wait. Further, there is always the possibility of delays due to 
airline schedule disruptions and weather. 

The proposed schedule of All Aboard Florida minimizes the time one must wait to catch 
the next train both going and returning allowing for one's just-in-time station arrival. The 

1031 W Morse Blvd., Suite 350, Winter Park, FL 32789 • PO. Box 1961, Winter Park, FL 32790 • Tel: (407) 647-2777 Fax: (407) 647-2157 
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4) Writ ~~ten comments may be emailed to : AAF comments@vhb.com. 

c,...,.nments on the DEIS must be submitted to the FRA by December 3, 2014. 

Optional Personal Information: 

Name J f;f-f f>A 1Lt.f" 
Address 

/3J4 C-rP!l.L5~ ~£,au~ f2o4o 
O!U....4 "-~ 1J o ft..- :J2Xf0[ 

) 

email Please provide your email address if you would like to receive notification when 
the FEIS is available 

DA ILl--f . Jt-f-f-(l~-.1@__ GJM J L-, C-Ly~.A 




